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Abstract

Maladhar Basu’s Sreeckrishnabijaya is a cornerstone of medieval Bengali
literature, serving as a primary adaptation of the Sanskrit Srimad-
Bhagavatam. Described as Anusari Sahitya (follower literature) rather than a
literal translation, the work was composed during a period of significant socio-
political turmoil following Turkish invasions. While the Srimad-Bhagavatam
is a vast scripture of twelve cantos and eighteen thousand verses focusing on
Krishna's divine play, Maladhar Basu selectively adapted the tenth and
eleventh cantos into simple payar verse. A defining characteristic of
Sreekrishnabijaya is its thematic shift; while the original text often emphasizes
the sweetness (madhurya) and divinity of Krishna, Maladhar prioritizes his
heroism (biratva), courage, and self-reliance. This focus was intended to
inspire a society struggling with external threats and internal conflicts.

The poem covers Krishna’s entire life cycle—encompassing the
Vrindavan, Mathura, and Dwaraka leelas but the poet frequently modified the
source material for narrative impact. For example, he condensed elaborate
descriptions like the Nandotsava and intentionally omitted the emotional Gopi-
Gita to maintain a focus on Krishna’s power and leadership. Conversely, he
introduced dramatic human elements, such as the infant Krishna falling into
the Yamuna during Vasudeva’s crossing, to highlight human struggle and
parental anxiety, making the deity more relatable to the common person.
Furthermore, Maladhar incorporated elements from other texts like the
Harivamsa and Vishnu Purana to enhance Krishna's image as a protector.
Significant episodes like the pursuit of Jarasandha were depicted with added
vigor—showing Krishna and Balarama physically dragging the enemy— to
instill a sense of self-strength and victory over external oppressors.

Sreekrishnabijaya stands as a unique synthesis of tradition and
original adaptation. It demonstrates how ancient heritage can be refined and
modified to meet contemporary socio-cultural needs. By presenting Krishna’s
life as the ‘best of human play’ (sarvottama nara-leela), Maladhar Basu
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provided the Bengali people with a model of resilience and leadership,
ensuring the survival of their cultural identity.
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