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Abstract

In Bengali literature, Nalini Bera is a distinctive writer known for his powerful
portrayal of rural life. His stories reveal two levels of language: the author’s
narrative voice and the dialogues of the characters. The latter is especially
significant, as it reflects the authentic dialects of the people from the
environment in which he grew up. By preserving these dialects without
alteration, he maintains realism and vividly expresses the culture and essence
of rural society.

Language, as the primary medium of human expression, gains depth
through its style. Language style depends on word choice, sentence structure,
emotional depth, and purpose. Nalini Bera’s style is marked by simplicity,
clarity, and vivid imagery. His writing demonstrates that sincerity and
straightforwardness can be more powerful than complexity. His realistic and
descriptive style distinguishes him from many other writers.

An important feature of his language style is the use of songs. Songs
serve as a unique and effective medium for expressing emotions that are often
difficult to convey through plain prose. Feelings such as love, sorrow, and
longing find deeper expression through lyrical lines. The rhythm and melody
of songs enhance emotional intensity and make the narrative more engaging.

In Nalini Bera’s short stories, songs are not mere decorative elements
but an integral part of the narrative technique. They reveal the inner world
and psychological conflicts of characters in a subtle yet powerful way. A single
line of a song can capture complex emotions more effectively than lengthy
descriptions.

Moreover, songs play a crucial role in portraying rural life, folk culture,
and traditions. The folk songs used in his stories reflect the beliefs, lifestyle,
and mindset of the community, making the stories not only literary works but
also valuable social documents.

The inclusion of songs also enriches the language by adding musicality,
rhythm, and emotional appeal. They help create atmosphere—whether it is a
quiet evening, a festive rural setting, or a moment of solitude—making the
scenes more vivid and lifelike.

However, Nalini Bera uses songs with restraint and precision. He
includes them only where necessary, ensuring that they enhance rather than
disrupt the narrative flow. This balanced use strengthens his language style.
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In conclusion, the use of songs in Nalini Bera’s short stories significantly
enhances their emotional depth, realism, and cultural richness, leaving a
lasting impression on readers.
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