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Abstract

Who don't love to imagine are rare. When our desires, stuck in the rules of real
life, start to crave fulfillment, imagination opens up endless possibilities. In the
world of imagination, our desires easily find a tangible form. Imagination
brings freedom, taking us far from reality and adding a unique quality to an
artist's thoughts.

This quality varies depending on one's mind, brain, and environment.
The artist's powerful quality brings a constructive and creative method to
literature, known as imagery or 'chitrkalpa’ in Bengali. When a writer creates
a picture with words, conveying their emotions, experiences, or message, and
the reader perceives it through their senses or intuition, that's where imagery
is born.

Imagery conveys a writer's thoughts, feelings, and experiences,
connecting the writer's heart with the reader's heart.

The concept of imagery originated from the 'Imagist Movement' in
America and England in the early 20th century. In Bengali literature, Abusoyid
Ayyub first used the term 'chitrkalpa’ in his essay 'The Beautiful and Reality'.

Many Bengali writers of the 20th century were influenced by this
Western concept and incorporated imagery into their work. However,
Rabindranath Tagore didn't create imagery under Western influence, it was
already present in his work, inspired by Sanskrit literature and Kalidasa's
poetry.

In Tagore's short stories, we find two types of imagery : sensory and
abstract. Sensory imagery is more common, and it has several subcategories.

My essay will explore the diversity of imagery in selected short stories
by Rabindranath Tagore.
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“In it's simplest terms, it is a picture made out of words. An epithet, a metaphor, a simile

may create an image; or an image may be presented to us in a pharse or passage on the

face of it purely descriptive, but conveying to our imagination something more than the

. soo9d
accurate reflection of an external reality
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“Simple Image - A word which arouses ideas of sensory perception. cold, bright, loud, bitter, tree,
yellow, hard, hand, house.

Abstraction - A word which arouses no ideas of sensory perceotion. truth, concept, idea, accuracy,
justice, satirical, cunning, wily, wise.

Immediate Image - An image Fundamentally concerned with arousing ideas of touch, sound,sight,
smell, taste. yellow, loud, rough, stench, acid.

Diffuse Image - An image concerned only indirectly with stimulating the senses, or restricted in its
appeal to no one sense. meeting, desire, parting, laziness, weariness, vigour.

Abstract Image - An abstraction which contrives to arouse ideas of sensory perception because of
personification or similar devices. Truth, Mercy, Love, accurate justise.

Combined Image - A combination of words containg only one true image. cold as charity, accrate
knife, red revolution, immemorial elms.

Complex Image - A combination of words containing more than one true image. bee-loud glade, golden
daffodils, bitter rice.

Combined Abstract Image - A combination of words containing one abstract image, and no true
images. noble Truth, just Mercy.
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Complex Abstract Image - A combination of words containing more than one abstract image, and no
true images. Faithful Charity, sincere Love.
Abstract Combined and Abstract Complex Image - A complex or Combined Image in which the

Abstraction is of more importance than the image; in which the image or images merely Qualify the

abstraction. golden accuracy; cold, chaste, charity.”
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