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Keyword Abstract
Tarashankar Tarashankar Bandyopadhyay occupies a significant position in modern
Bandyopadhyay, Bengali fiction for his nuanced portrayal of rural society, folk culture, and the
Vaishnavism, psychological depth of human life. His works not only depict socio-cultural
Premabhakti, transformations but also foreground the lived experiences of marginalized
Viraha, communities with empathy and critical insight. A notable dimension of his
Radharani, literary oeuvre is the reinterpretation of medieval Vaishnava philosophy within
Raskali, Spiritual, a modern narrative framework. The short stories Raskali and Radharani
Bengali Short exemplify this synthesis, where the realization of divine love is mediated
Stories, Spiritual through human emotional experience. Central tenets of Vaishnavism -
Love, Folk premabhakti (devotional love), viraha (separation), and saranagati (self-
Culture. surrender) - are intricately embedded within the characters’ inner lives and
social realities. While Raskali situates love and devotion within a folk-realist
setting, highlighting their coexistence in everyday life, Radharani delves into
the psychological conflict between sensual desire and spiritual aspiration,
ultimately resolving it through transcendence. The transformation of kama
(desire) into prema (divine love), along with the purificatory function of
separation, emerges as a central philosophical motif in both narratives. This
study argues that in these stories, love transcends its mundane limits and
evolves into a spiritual discipline, through which human suffering, emotional
conflict, and existential longing lead to the realization of divine consciousness.
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