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Abstract
Kamal Chakraborty’s ‘Amar Pap’ (1984) portrays the gradual revelation of a
sinful human mind that had long remained hidden beneath the layers of the
psyche. In post-independence society, rapid political, social, and economic
changes have made people increasingly insecure and self-centered, weakening
the traditional sense of sin and virtue. Although modern science has reduced
many superstitions and made old customs seem outdated, it has also led many
to question divine existence and moral distinctions. Yet, when individuals
commit wrongs and suffer for them, an inner moral awareness often
reawakens. Despite modern outlooks, human beings remain inherently drawn
to religious thought, and the narrator reflects this contradiction— being both
highly educated and modern, yet unable to escape moral and spiritual conflict.
The narrator frequently mocks religion and devotion. He tries to
undermine the influence of the spiritual gurus who initiated his mother and
brother, plays irreverently with the Gayatri Mantra while disguised as a monk,
and even arranges an abortion for his unmarried girlfriend. However, he is
soon overwhelmed by guilt, feeling as though he has committed a grave sin.
Later, when he faces unjust police harassment, he interprets it as a
consequence of his past misdeeds, intensifying his sense of guilt.

Rekha, the novel’s heroine and a prostitute, also views herself as sinful
due to her profession. The narrator, addicted to prostitutes, similarly considers
himself a sinner. Despite his elite, educated background, he finds no essential
difference between himself and Rekha, challenging the social belief that only
prostitutes are morally impure. He also criticizes his fellow poets, who
associate creativity with alcohol, forgetting poetry’s true purpose of uplifting
society.

Through the narrator’s self-examination, the novel exposes not only
individual guilt but also widespread moral corruption. Sin, the narrator
suggests, is not confined to individuals like Rekha but is deeply embedded in
society— within institutions, politics, religion, and systems of power.
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