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Abstract

Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay’s Aranyak artistically renders the complex
inter- relationship between nature, colonial power, and the lived realities of
marginal communities in Bengali fiction. This paper offers an integrated
analysis of the novel through the lenses of ecocriticism, postcolonial theory,
and Subaltern Studies, positioning the forest not merely as a site of aesthetic
experience but as a contested political terrain marked by dispossession,
exploitation, displacement, and ethical crisis.

At the core of the discussion lies the dual character of the forest
landscape. On the one hand, it embodies life, beauty, memory, and intimate
human experience; on the other, it becomes a site of destruction,
commodification, and territorial appropriation under colonial land regimes,
revenue policies, and economic expansion.

The character of Satyacharan emerges as the principal bearer of this
duality. His deep attraction to nature, aesthetic sensibility, and self-reflexive
consciousness render him a sympathetic witness to the inner world of the
forest. Yet, as a functionary within the zamindari system, he remains directly
implicated in processes of deforestation and dispossession. This tension
between individual conscience and the machinery of colonial power lends the
narrative a profound ethical dimension.

The novel empathetically portrays the lives, cultures, beliefs, and
nature-dependent existence of Adivasis, impoverished peasants, and lower-
class communities. Their marginality is not merely social but is intensified
through environmental alienation, cultural erosion, and the loss of livelihood.
Displacement from the forest signifies not only spatial dislocation but also the
erasure of historical memory, cultural disintegration, and the manifestation of
structurally produced, silent violence. In this context, the novel demonstrates
how dominant discourses of “development” often negate the self-sustaining
relationship between marginalized communities and nature.

The analysis establishes that Aranyak is not a simple romantic
narrative of nature; rather, it stands as a profound literary document exposing
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the inherent violence of colonial modernity, environmental degradation, and
the existential crisis of marginalized peoples. Consequently, the novel demands
renewed critical engagement within contemporary environmental criticism,
postcolonial studies, and discourses on marginality. It also reminds us that the
destruction of nature is never merely a geographical transformation, it is
intrinsically tied to moral decay, the expansion of power, and the gradual
erosion of human sensitivity.

Thus, Aranyak teaches us that literature does not merely celebrate
nature; it constructs deeper interpretations and critiques of social reality by
interweaving environment, history, class, ethnicity, and structures of power.

Discussion
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OTFAE IV-GIA AT FEEAN, ... 17 (ICWEAIGR, Sbr) FCE O@) AL @F2 7 qeet 8 [omma
tas “Afea ffiel Fea 1

SR FfIFS FFYFEAT qew A4 (331 Tasy, FOF 8 RTITST NG FAAWF 9F
i Sfeer Fol (e TR - “BIFLIE SR T & @ 7 ARA T ... @ FAL, ... 7 (ICWIAGR,
8b) W8 JFIRIT O SHNF GF0 mythic space-Q RIS I, @E BT S IFAR AN el 2@
qA

93 @ Roland Barthes-47 G sbe ©g amfrs | o Wte, afs G35 @ -3,
QR A6 &Y TLAWCTR NG | FFPd SR 2fofb TAMA - i, Tael, TF - 93 sign
2T FIe 0@ YR IfE@F dd B9 il F0F 1 @O Cheryll Glotfelty-4d WS, “Ecocriticism
studies the relationship between literature and environment” - q3 ‘{@W‘T (ACF 99 (I 2@?% 3,
TA I-(God! € AAfRCACR ABETFT 9T Tioe aAfomer |

oA, FFVFGF I AFME GO material forest - @A QﬁI, gdaife ¢ @i ie
I B! SoAfFs; e At @3B mythic forest - AT T2, TSl 8 SAS-SCIICR &[SIPI
TR TS €T 1 B tae fsfiel TommBe T wifas @ e SR A FECR |

SRR O, Tl ¢ el fsit Ny @ Jewfas wivweE R =, o @7 AT
Ppfon i ToEface A ACF =; I ©f Jed Jcd AT TS© B AT FC | TOBACT
wRey-Sfeere] ©IF (¢ G (SN A AT Al T W G0 TN Ay ¢ gfefrea
CFQ | QLI FToF A TET TF TR 2] AR, Sl ¢ Rowers wiqgfets wosfiie
el

T3 SR eifowire wRaE 9 Sl ¢ TS ARACS Yo ¢ THEeR NG
S W TR TR @4 FB 0 1 @2 (AT o1y @wE a3’ Toifge vl 7; 7L 9T
TO SAEfoa @Al - A BRI WA-SPHACE WAE TSR ¢ SIRAATNH FCH (SN | T FIFYAEA
s, THETEN ¢ R Weygfe wee-wfeerer s Al Rena dfves 271

(®) IS, FomEERr 8 AR @M : Refopqem @79 TATMITT AT FOT JTo «F fo-foq
A (memory recons - truction), @A IFFA ©F IEAF TIFF (A TS NG
TfOeeSI(F AT I | Gérard Genette-a3 narratological ©§ SRR, 12 WAL G analeptic
narrative structure, AR AIF OF I @A OIS ToARET IO A N4 AT =71
(Genette, 40) T2 bR narrator “Jrod BT CCAD FCH ICT - “N R QA T2, G
T QIR 17 QLA “NC AT H TG GOl AL 17 (TCWIAGI, ¢) 9 7o (T3 0YTe T,
7R Ol VORI affective, AT T UG ACGS S g e ACF |

TG Paul Ricoeur-a9 "’{I%-w_q Qe RO 4 | Ricoeur-ad NCs, Tq% SACINET]
TS TH; IR O IO (GOAIF K S6Ied @ hermeneutic Ao - S (T Treiced e
a7, @t TN (GoT AENE Toved @b Ay o af @ (Ricoeur, 85) FFVFAT
narrator €3 NI TYMEAZ ol Gfoees To TR ToFIoN 6@ | T YL GF
G subjective temporality FTie S, @A T @ 7o =itz Act A& I& 20 0L TeAMA
A1 G BT (AT Genette-dd analepsis €32 Ricoeur-dd refiguration - G2 OGP AR G2
AP T |
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e fTo7 WPFET WS TSROIS WL & Mikhail Bakhtin-99 chronotope €€l
A =0T G5 | Bakhtin-9F WCO, YT FNW 8 F A A=y 955 (time-space matrix)
f20TCd ¥1& ¢ 1 (Bakhtion, 84) FFYFQ ITLN @ [T chronotope of memory, AT SIS
TR GAR SRR A (@ 9P OCOITES (FQ {19 FC 1 narrator-43 Yrere I G GRS
sifoRiel oTel; 8 IO IVIOR ©IF FF*IFfe GFHAE temporal (Foel JB FCH 1 @ - “ToNTSH @
ST Y A b6 T, .., ORI H2® A6 7S wiers giecs i 712 17 (ITWI, b) Qi
WSICd Chronotope TSN *[FSH e A fo1@ W G Qioe temporal layering T T |

SRS temporal (oeIF NGRS THEGRE 821G TB | Svetlana Boym-4d ¢S, “Nostalgia
is a longing for a home that no longer exists or has never existed.” (Boym, xiii) @¥Y#4 42 ‘home’
2 I - A narrator-97 TYCe GG ARPETS AR e[S | T PHEACA G e @il 73
IR @3 epistemological TIF, [H WA narrator HEH AEY 8 SAHGI- (& AL I |
@ ZPTeR JE AR, Boym-9¥ nostalgia dIe Bakhtin-93 chronotope-&3 0% S W “ho-feq
GO G oifgs B TR

IR, 92 TOECRI (I3 Jfere qefed *RKiw Awka 73; I72 4t @36 7 ecological
FF(BA Bfehe T2 I | narrator-9F TR - “9T TRV SFoq A=Y AR 22 K8 23w,
(ITARATGE, L) - W—ﬁi?% TATHY TB((ZS AZLTSIF BB FCF | Lawrence Buell-9F ecocritical
©G P, AR @I Wi «Tef 73, 792 ©f WAk tAfeFel 8 (v Al el (Buell, 7)
a3 ‘{@Nﬁ"‘f (AT FIYF-aQq <1'1Q|§I O35 (Afes-AfFGI® (F@, T @S narrator-97 AARBE TS
HeFH B A |

FFYF-Q TS, ORI @I AR (@4 46 &oa narratological @ ecocritical Eapia)
frsfiel 0, @A Genette-a analepsis, Ricoeur-99 memory-refiguration, Bakhtin-49 chronotope,
Boym-3 nostalgia €32 Buell-93 ecological consciousness - €2 #/6/6 ©ifg #ifqoma “e=ifa<s seatest
IS T@ I I @S SLET SCIv I | 92 AWEOIGH (inter-theoretical) AT FIHA(F (I
G YOPATTF YA T4, T2 4 O WP ¢ ARET-Tes GHG o dfelpe v |

Rrefogad AWAIGET F79F SATER ASSIGF 218 ANWF AN 9 1S 8 qg- NEw
e Mole Srubd 301, @A aFhs, TAMERR Tl 32 Aifes TEe Sy “Fitaa Jet
fAfqweita Y | Ecocriticism, Postcolonialism @ Subaltern Studies - @2 fo=f5 sifgs ’{@@@?{ Sffere
AT ™2 2@ S @, TATAIT @< @35 eFfo-fSa wye 77, 79 @6 woe Aretafes-tafes
wieTe, [ Ao gefize FFhE Srute I |

22, Ecocritical A (741 AW, & QAT @36 AFw @ FAecawaia el I FH WA
THF (7S - T AP qR [STAT (< | 92 7% Aqareoror Sasfed (afes & Fw e
(oIt 3R 30 ecological guilt-9F STghs tof B |

faSirs, Postcolonial fATsRe EoMmifba Sr@se o FOTATT ST 0, @A SRS
gL 8 PR-IRZ M ITYNE GIB CIRATG T AR IFE@ GR AR T GRA-I@AE
AMGS T (SN |

9_@?@, Subaltern Studies-49 STACE A T, ifSF vfdama F9F9 W FeI TS 218
ol ‘fTWi‘f FI T; I9 narrator-97 NG mediated 2T Tw i, 1 efsfafires Aae! ¢ e
FeAitece bies 3@ |
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93 foqfs yfEehm AREE @ TEraES SoEt N ew, O 7@ - Hifiea, wEHel «3e
gifesel @l f[ften AwTS! 77; I92 ORI GTF GRS [diRel @ erelfie 361 Ae sgetr Wy oy
RfEe BATATTT W, e3¢ «B s +0 «3f e JUR TBRA off R, T 75 oif g
JIINT AT AT T |

Ao, FIFYF AT (AFFCo8 Toi@ AHF, I > ANWE N7 FEAE (T @ AR@=oT
O FAENR (T AFhes 73; «ft 74w AN, Ao G tAfoF AT 3t TSRO T |
@3 THAFPT AR TG FCE SRS (K - T, AYTFS! €32 TR ARATOR M4 FoF qHfo
TS @ (I3 TF 2f oD T4l 78 |
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