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Abstract

On this earth the rising of true human civilization had occurred through the
introduction of weaving industry. Human beings have differred themselves
from other inferior creatures only for their aesthetic as well as artistic sense
and feeling. The weaving artisans are known as ‘Tantubay’ or ‘Tanti’.
According to ancient Hindu mythology those wise and learned craftsmen noted
as the sons of God ‘Vishwakarma’, had been trodden-down in society being
cursed by the dominating presence of Brahmanism. This down-trodden
community is at the root of human civilization. Since remote and hoary past in
encient India there had been the introduction of weaving industry. We get the
references of it, in the ‘Rig-Veda’, the ‘Ramayana’, the ‘Mahabharata’, and
the ‘Puranas’. Poet Vidyapati in his poetry has adorned an exquisite beauty of
Radha with magnificent clothes. The major part of the poet’s creation is based
on clothes. Radha has beautified herself sometimes with blue-coloured clothes,
sometimes with silk and again sometimes with jute fabrics. This variation of
clothes has been the manifestation of Radha’s innermost mind. In the first
phase of culturally growing fast developed human civilization the ‘Tantubaya’
community had produced ‘Kouseya Bastra’ (jute fabrics), Khouma Bastra
(fabrics made from the barks of small plants or shrubs).

The clothes of Krishna, The hero of the ‘Vaishnava Padabali’ is also
excusitely blue. In a word the plan of clothing of the dual image of Radha
Krishna is based on the idea of the Puranas. It is the clothing that has enhanced
the physical beauty of both the hero and heroine in Vidyapati’s poetry.
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H.H. Risley ©/@ ‘The Tribes and Castes of Bengal’ - &t3 fTtatza—

“Tanti — Tantrabaya, Tantubaya, Tatwa, Tantwa, the weaver Caste of Bengal and

Behar, probably a functional group developed under the pressure of the natural demand
for woven cloth. ... In Western Bengal the Aswini or Asan — Tanti claim to be the
original stock, from which the other sub-castes have diverged. The Aswini sub-caste is
very numerous, and has broken up into five subordinate endogamous groups, which

appear to derive their names from particular localities.”*
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“In this connection reference may be made of the use of dhotis and Saris. Men wearing

dhoti hardly reaching below the knee and often had shorter than that ... The saris of

women are obviously longer and generally extend to the ankle, and is found to be

manipulated in much the same way as the dhoti.”™”
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“Male devotees of Vishnu sometimes dress as women in order to gain greater spiritual

intimacy with the deity. Towards the end of this life, the renowned sixteenth-century
mystic sri Chaitanya identified more and more strongly with Radha and regularly wore
women’s clothes. Mystery surrounds his death as he is said to have simply disappeared,
but his followers climed he had been a full incarnation of Vishnu’s eighth avatar,

17\90

Krishna.
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“This inevitable concomitant of a falling density of commodity production left

unsolved the fundamental technical problems of the village. The main labour supply,
that of cultivators, was assured. Very few could, because of caste, skin cattle, tan the
hides, or work in leather, all low occupations. Some trible people might become basket-
makers, without learning how to weave cloth or spin yarn. On the other hand, not every
village could support a whole guild of blacksmiths, leather-workers, or basket-weavers.
The problem of indispensable techniques was critical, and unless solved, meant either
collapse of the village or change to commodity production.

The most essential village craftsman do not include the weaver or tailor, as the demand

for clothing was low because of the elimate end style or dress, while cotton was not

. 10
universally grown.
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FRCRA ©fF AT | AW (HIYH! ©fF atg otz —
“The dress and costumes with difference of their shapes and designs, depended largely

on geographical conditions of a given area. Though the dress and costumes were
regarded as the basic necessities of human life for protection from heat and cold but in

course of time, also there helped to present the figures more decently or in accordance

. . 170V
with the manners and customs of contemporary society.
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