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Abstract

‘Puthi’ has played an important role in Bengali society and culture. Before the
invention of printing press, this ‘Puthi’ was a special medium for spreading
knowledge, religious education, literature and folklore. This manuscripts were
mady by ‘Talapatra’, ‘Teretapatra’, ‘Bhurjapatra’ and later on ‘Tulata
Kagaz’. Pandits and scribes copied these manuscripts and through them these
were spread in different places. The culture of reading ‘Puthies’ were
developed especially in medieval Bengal. In the illiterate rural community of
that time, various stories were spread through reading ‘Puthies’. Therefore,
the ‘Puthi’ is valuable not only as a literary document but also as an important
historical and cultural document of Bengali society and culture. Since the
‘Puthi’ were written by hand, their preservation was not always easy. Due to
lack of preservation or ignorance, many manuscript have been destroyed or
lost over time. Many manuscript are scattered in rural communities and under
private ownership, whose proper cataloguing or preservation has not yet been
possible. The diversity of scripts and languages creates complex problems in
the study and practice of manuscripts. Therefore, many limitations can be
observed in the traditional method of preserving and studying manuscripts. In
this regard, the use of technologies such as Digital Humanities in the modern
era opens up new possibilities in the study of manuscripts. This work is further
accelerated through the use of various tools of digital humanities. However,
digital humanities also has several limitations. Despite limitations, digital
technology has opened up new directions in the study, preservation and
practice of ‘Bangla Puthi’. In the context of modern methods like digital
humanities— reading, preservation and analysis of ‘Puthi’ provides new
possibilities in the field of study of Bangla manuscripts and the main purpose
of this article is to explore the possibilities, problems, limitations and new
paths of Bangla manuscript study in the light of this Digital Humanities.
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“Realising the urgent necessity of old manuscripts of Sanskrit and Vernacular literature

from destruction and disappearance from India, Visva-Bharati has undertaken to edit
and utilize them for public benefit...it is needless to say that an old manuscript sent to
us that have a literary or historical importance will be greatfully received by our

institution and preserved in Visva-Bharati library in Santiniketan with care.””
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“The digital humanities also referred to as humanities computing, may be a field of

study, teaching, and invention concerned with the intersection of computing and
therefore the disciplines of the humanities. It is a study that is methodological naturally

and interdisciplinary in scope. It involves investigation, analysis, synthesis and

. . . b
presentation of data in electronic form.”
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