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Keyword Abstract

Pramanya, In Indian tradition, valid knowledge is termed prama, and the validity of
Svatah- knowledge is called pramanya. Although the term pramanya also indicates the
pramanyavada, state of being the instrument of valid knowledge (prama-karanatva), in most
Paratah- cases, we understand pramanya as the ‘truth-character’ or ‘validity’
pramanyavada, (pramatva) itself. Indian philosophers are divided regarding the inquiry into
Triputi-samvid, how this pramatva is determined. One group claims this validity to be self-
Nihsvabhavata, dependent (svatah), while the other group describes it as dependent on external
Jhatiti-pravrtti. factors (paratah). Among those who support the theory of self-validity (svatah-

pramanyavada), the Mimamsa school is preeminent. On the other hand, the
Naiyayikas represent those who support the theory of external validity
(paratah-pramanyavada). Following the direction of Acarya Udayana, the
objective of this essay is to provide an outline of the specific arguments used
by the Naiyayikas to refute the claims of the proponents of self-validity.
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