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Abstract

The importance of education in the mother tongue has been unanimously
acknowledged by all thinkers, educationists, and linguists. The mother tongue
opens the gateway to the world of knowledge. In India, 121 mother tongues
have been officially recognized, of which 22 languages are included in the
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. These mother tongues have been
categorized into several groups—mother tongue, rationalized mother tongue,
classified mother tongue, and unclassified mother tongue, among others.

In any educational policy, the question of language deserves independent
and serious discussion. Language is deeply intertwined with society, economy,
and politics. It also serves as a powerful tool in the hands of dominant groups.
As a result, linguistic hegemony becomes a major obstacle to the development
of mother tongues. The three-language policy in education reinforces this
dominance. So far, it has often functioned as a means of undermining the
mother tongue and has contributed to linguistic inequality.

In the case of non-Hindi-speaking populations, the policy has made the
learning of Hindi compulsory, thereby have narrowed the scope of linguistic
diversity and made uneven development of languages more evident. The
National Education Policy 2020 has given legal backing to this three-language
formula. Among classical languages, Sanskrit has been given significantly
greater emphasis, along with substantial financial allocation.

Although the National Education Policy mentions the importance of the
mother tongue, there has been little concrete effort toward its development.
There is a lack of proper planning, state initiatives, institutional support, and
the creation of appropriate curricula in alignment with this goal. As a
consequence, many minority mother tongues continue to face neglect. If this
trend persists, several of these languages may gradually move toward
extinction in the future.
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““Conceptual knowledge developed in the [mother tongue] helps to make input in the
[second language] comprehensible’” (Cummins, 2000).
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“The tone, perception of experience and familiarity/ ‘apnapan’ inherent in
conversations among speakers of a common language are ection and record of a
culture’” (NEP 2020, Clause 4)
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““Mother tongue is thelanguage spoken in childhood by the person's mother to the
person. If the mother died in infancy, the language mainly spoken in the person's home
in childhood will be the mother tongue. In the case of infants and deaf mutes, the
language usually spoken by the mother should be recorded.”” (India Census, 2011)
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“It is axiomatic that the best medium for teaching a child is his mother tongue.
Psychologically, it is the system of maningful signs that in his mind works
automatically for expression and understanding. Sociologically, it is a means of
identification learns more quickly through it than through an unfamiliar linguistic
medium.”” (UNESCO, 1953, p,11).
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““Globally, over a quarter of a billion learners lack access to education in a language
they fully understand. In India, nearly 44% of children enter school speaking a language
that is different from the medium of instruction, according to the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) in 2022. For these children, learning
begins with the added burden of decoding an unfamiliar language before grasping
academic concepts. Weak foundational literacy and numeracy can lead to cumulative
learning gaps, reduced confidence and, ultimately, a higher risk of dropout.”” (Curtis,
2026, The Hindu website)

AT ORCSH 1 1 ST @I T @ ASIE TR IR @, Frw 4w 208 203 Agen | @i
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“More HEIs (Higher Educational Institution), and more programmes in higher education, will use
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the mother tongue/ local language as a medium of instruction...” @< Frrefedmafa Swh
mother tongue/ local language IIRIT FCI | (NEP 2020, Clause 22.10)
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“‘wherever possible, the medium of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till
Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/ regional
language.”” (NEP 2020, 4.11)
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““The creation of an enlightened Bengali Literature should be the first object of those
who are entrusted with the superintendence of Education in Bengal. Such a Literature
cannot be formed by the exertion of those who are not competent to collect the materials
from European sources and to dress them in elegant expressive idiomatic Bengali ...
Hence the necessity of making Sanscrit scholars well versed in the English language

and literature ... It is very clear then that if the students of the Sanscrit College be made
familiar with English Literature, they will prove the best and ablest contributors to an

enlightened Bengali Literature.”’ (RviieE, fermea, 399, %j: 889)
VGO FARTFR & I AWEH, (7 el T@L F@ e AEF 9 GUHFA FI6HE-9-
QGG -4F F>ME @6 AT Dote wgrs [Rwpireg T i, -

““What we require is to extend the benefit of education to the mass of the people. Let
us establish a number of Vernacular schools, let us prepare a series of Vernacular class-
books on useful and instructive subjects, let us raise up a band of men qualified to
undertake the responsible duty of teachers and the object is accomplished. The
qualification of these teachers should be of this nature. They should be perfect masters

of their own language...”” (RMIPT9E, 5598, 7. 8@8)
Sr@ AT S5 [T (TP [yt wiEreaest Koy (et Trgery FErmitTs «ew 366 wree g
B SRR fofd |

=
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““The three languages learned by children will be the choices of states, regions, and of
course the students themselves, so long as at least two of the three languages are native
to India.”” (NEP 2020, Clause 4. 13)

T T ifen arerel forem, St S SRR 97 W5 o7 (o IeeiRel T IR 1 Ok G
N ZERE?

““Three-Language Formula: At the secondary stage, the State Governments should
adopt, and vigorously implement, the three-language formula which includes the study
of a modern Indian language, preferably one of the southern languages, apart from
Hindi and English in the Hindi-speaking States, and of Hindi along with the regional
language and English in the non-Hindi speaking States.”’ (India, Ministry of Education,
Xiii).
fog faor Fife qarRe ol fdibeTe FRATor WMo TgorRielis deifie Fam =@ fZrnag [ube
20 GPTeR | fqere gt ool e Sy SR 2 @i eweeld o feg o wWiew e dgE
o 2T rweifen T W Iiteie $@ MsT 2E (9 e, Igeiee o 9e 29 fa-
Sl I WP, NP B 71 o v f2fn wizeesr 2 ¢ 2ecafer wiel gafs wnyfs sre
T O 21 [ TE 209, e, iR SRred Sriefed T (@i @t <oy v 1 g o
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““‘Sanskrit will thus be offered at all levels of school and higher education as an

important, enriching option for students, including as option in the Three language
formula’> (NEP 2020, Clause 4.16).

wdie foafs S W Hegore gt ol 7T FEivy sae e AR e goime faerr Sifon
ey ot 711 A SRTSs oAl SRl W GG | AFS At AR 7 AT | OIS AFCSA
TR orgrege | MR b o Ooif¥ie iR FeFe farewe | AfRey, v, Jead ¢ ST TSI
S (| (TR TR AR | AFS W SeR S 2eiR Sfaie @ FrRele T o, (el vo-
7 eIt PRl qFeid SEe SR -

“Considering the special importance of Sanskrit to the growth and development of

Indian languages and its unique contribution to the cultural unity of the country,
facilities for its teaching at the school and university stages should be offered on a more
liberal scale. Development of new methods of teaching the language should be
encouraged, and the possibility explored of including the study of Sanskrit in those
courses (such as modern Indian languages, ancient Indian history, Indology and Indian
philosophy) at the first and second degree stages, where such knowledge is useful”’
(India, Ministry of Education, xiii).
T Y oG 7t geil Sl WA A 1 e, S, ofew, ewsifs, ez, Bifw 2w
wigfee eiRer werief e 2R @IFRe SRR A0t Te 2@ | ©3 SRSl GRa@R], FUR-
oA A FHE GotR | IO (00 e Sl IRTAIEA T F©? AR (A0e 2TS (AT W
IR0 AR AT AFS O A G 1| FABPa Tgd G2 (@M, THAWR (2w, AT,
s, AETFICT AT, (FARTRE FMC G2 ST AP QAT ARFAR FF© O G FCAT | 205D
ST GO SRR TS A T JE L AL OIS *8,bRd G | F© TG T I
T RFS SR (PGS Fi AAE FCI IFCS FA AR NG | T@ TeFS AR (AT @0 9o
T (SRIAGR, 0%, 7. 339)
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“Due to its vast and significant contributions and literature across genres and subjects,

its cultural significance and its scientific nature... Sanskrit... will be taught not in
isolation, but in interesting and innovative ways and connected to other contemporary
and relevance subjects such as mathematics and astronomy philosophy, linguistic,
dramatics, yoga etc... Sanskrit will become a natural part of a holistic multidisciplinary
higher education if a student so chooses. Sanskrit teachers in large numbers will be
professionalised across the country in mission mode through the offering of a four year
integrated multidisciplinary B.ED dual degrees in education and Sanskrit”” (NEP 2020,
Clause 22.15).

sege frw omfe e wigfe feem, s, asfer sore feges = w41 fo 992wl

REFNIfeTe ONF «IFele Q& <& TR -

““The importance, relevance, and beauty of the classical languages and literature of
India also cannot be overlooked. Sanskrit, while also important modern language,
mentioned in the Eigth schedule of the constitution of India, possesses a classical
literature that is greater in volume than that of Latin and Greek put together’” (NEP
2020, Clause 4.17).
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“...the use of their own language as the medium of instruction can mean the difference
between success and failure in education.”” (UNESCO, 1996)
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