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Abstract

Political violence has been a recurring feature in the political history of
Bengal, appearing in different historical contexts and political transitions.
From revolutionary nationalist violence during the colonial period to the
communal riots of 1946—47, the Naxalbari uprising of 1967, rural political
conflicts during the Left Front regime (1977-2011), and electoral violence in
contemporary West Bengal, these developments reflect the competitive and
mass-based character of the region’s political culture. This paper examines
the historical continuity, causes, patterns, and socio-political impact of
political violence in Bengal. It aims to analyze how political competition,
socio-economic inequalities, ideological divisions, and changes in rural power
structures have shaped the persistence of such violence.

The study follows a qualitative historical methodology, combining
historical analysis with insights from political sociology. It is primarily based
on secondary sources including scholarly books, academic articles, and
theoretical literature. The research also uses theoretical perspectives such as
Relative Deprivation Theory and Resource Mobilization Theory to explain how
grievances and organizational strength contribute to political violence. The
findings suggest that political violence in Bengal is structurally connected with
grassroots political mobilization, cadre-based party structures, and
competition over local institutions and resources. The study also finds that
such violence often intensifies during periods of political transition and closely
contested elections.

The paper concludes that political violence should be understood as a
historically evolved political behaviour rather than merely a law-and-order
issue. Strengthening democratic institutions, ensuring administrative
neutrality, promoting political tolerance, and expanding civic education are
essential for reducing violence and strengthening democratic political culture.
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Discussion
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historiographical gap R (68 FCACR | AT AFRMT Io (AF TSN TR LS
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e wemefa ifge fefe e s, AEET @@=, B/ Poiea ¢1dig oo e, I T8
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terrorism’ 2EE U7 AGEANSF O el ASIFT 17 O dd0 AR 7F T ARG 9Ly A=A
SREAI ST 32 elfefes Aramifon SN [adl sfReTer ewers g6 SR (7 | AR
AP G ANEGS WHAREAT T WS AN ATTSIFICE FALRT SOROM! AEore I
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f 1 afsafe Rugme @ I @ ST e 3 [Rgd AReTer s~/S! TER AeAres
Ao @36 MWHE @ el fofe toft wwafeet | Feaifrs wam TGN, (hoi Aetafes @5 eTE
R AEARSS TTx ARITOR IRT— U3 Bl RS TS AR AeiAfos AFhod aFi
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(PSR ST AEATSF ARGTS! (d98Y-89) : AETT ACHUATST AZLTO IO H98Y-89 AT
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(B FETIo! fFRR (358Y) : d58Y AT Sb 1T oe 2fTAN JARTH AeF SR ‘Direct Action Day’
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Q3 AT FRSME (T SR 3R [foq IFa@a I & 8,000-9F @M WA f2® @A & So,000-
a3 @ TiE RS =1 R AUE W 2R FA AE | R IO (R FES(6 @ e
fofTe Fa TAT— 5. TN Mol ¢ FLATTE AGAST AL : 3 AN (B Tiwe FATolT 7S 2w
Q32 SR G FIIC FCT ST @ AT Ao M OIF ACHATST 779 Befeet | AT Ao A
WS (AFAG Ao Eead Jfa 5%, A PPl WOl GBf6 TLel 8 AGANSPSIT Hoo
PR TS AR SCEGHR ol (7 1 R, el el : [ifoq qaay (7l AW (@ ORI 2TTA*F
TP LA SaFe] G2 SETee! 17 o1y AfReTer e waifEe w63 1 e @32 sfas
2N T© T/EFCIR o BT A wha @ (onE | o0, ARemiite Srew @2 &bid ¢ @3
Y AGATST B, G AL AW TR AGTS! AL WA Ty QT G2 *@et A
(oIt | Ao NERCe™q (mass political mobilization) SFFCHE@ MR “fava fofers
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@IS o Aremi AlzeTe! Ao 271 AT g WY [z 7, I7 79 +7E9" Iwpe =
G2 e faisiel Nareeeld f[fve 271 % 1641 (oI5 Srreaed ©ig affsfe 2 1 97 dfsfam
R 32 o7 orRred g St P waeide [Rwva dfsriiasere v wafbs &1 «gens asfe
ARG bF (O =, AUE IF FXER ARITO! &) e AT ATRLTOR & (A | 93
AT qNT P @ ASRAOT AT FlON T© AT AT FABA® 0o M1 |

Ao ResEd : 2foarfv o HibifE ofF A@aa G @ 12 JReTe @@ g 5w [
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93 AT efswfae aEs CF@ Aremits AT S My | 55 17 aRe @miREET @ 93
sfeerel foel @SB ‘politics of uncertainty’-9 T, @A FALHe g SRR AE ©itwd ==,
(e @2 ANee g Fa G rorer gaifee | 3 Sfeoe! Aetafes 2bitad N W $ig 2@
el

AET eeIF : eIt JMRTS! A FAACH TS WAL ¢ AN AOIF FCerRe | 9 T IR
SIPIE *AA T o 7W, G A e Ifa A7, qeites areedd wiwe et
27, JfeTe Yo AT SHA AR e (e, AfoTend MLl I @ (e TR
G ROl et AEAfed Feghore wfgH, faierRive ¢ dferfrenee aamafes Tt
«<f6 AN TeAfida @ T

FIRTS! 27! ASRASF FAZLT S —

QY ST (35Eb) : FIRT! ATTH #8 AFETIC AenAfos AT Fojefora a7 23 | I72 qftafos
FeFH, eHtifae PLST WA AMETE THACIE AETE CFGG ASANSS LT T (W 1 ddEd AER AWy
TR G2 LRI AP AT G5 ewgsid TURA | So¢o-9F WA CRME APSIAce AWy
FFH Ol AP A FCH | BT AW R, AW TEIAIR IIIA YEere!l, Tgonid IR FIERIEE
FIRICE AT AN TS I~ | GF T AL NEE QR I 2 960 | [Rendh areafoss waref
e S0 AR neef B SiffEfen fetm Tawe Aeifde Fare o I Soed AE AW Akee
PTG AR [fen wete o [owre ¢ i1 Telf5e 21 | ATHEFIRR AW T T,
@ifFe BT TS AR TSI TVOFAT WE TAR 1 WA @AN O A G @I G SR
SAfeTeeR T T wF 7 | Aol O SRR, U2 AR TR AR wfeltes I7 WYEE 7Y
@R *elffT W =TS =1 92 TG (ML (@ GLHATST T Fel@ To Aaefed e ARkde 2re
AT @2 AZ @ TN M AN T e 2| Aeiafes [Rumema Woe, @3 AW Qewes
sfoaRee sdfefes I AaAfer [RFTe q3h el o “FF I GIR ~[IS! AN AGA 0P
FeqeHa o fofs tof a1 «ft Twe awid S @ Fafes AfzeTe! ANy Tomfars FRe 79,
T AT AT A (AP e B S A

T TR (S5Y-D5q¢) : TFHIE ACHE AR ACATeT A2LToR 2o @36 JoeHIat
T e [Ebve 2 «ff ey @36 Areiafes Sitmee foe a1, 392 @I AT 8 Tomere
e fe1, o e Aifes ¢ aftafes FUE [Reera TE TRANE SRE SR Sdua A
wifEer (ae AFERIfG et @i F9F R@ICed TG G2 SCAECER ol =17 AR FIea!
TN S g3 TRWE 8 TENme (IR Kera dfodm @ 01 e TBeF G2 Sfplee
T O3 AT TS MRS F91 G I | G2 A (0 IR @Gy FIICAIre T feer—
>, TfNE SR I ;A AT S AT IARASIE FREFH T 29 S FIS A2 A Fgofd
et e | &hme ¢ (SronRme ko) FIFOE T SPEE 2 1 R, FIFWE M ; TH
R A, FACEE IV AN G ANGS (70 FIFOE N0 CF B I, A Ao dfeim we
T 10, IF TSR Torl : FHfFs TRewWa N4 (@Y @32 AT AR Qe [t qremited
afe SIdd AR | Ry T FerproiE Fee ¢ e gams it @i B SiewiEs At IS
20 #ITT | 8, ToMfore 2[eld : Bt We (Tge-«3 [R2<l ©g W3 AFod [ o TFIe STwiET
TR O 2O (R | B NemId ©F f4T® ‘Historic Eight Documents’-43 ST g $IF
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fazitas wifgs fofe toft Tt ™ AfreTer epfe Twie wiewrEs SE Aeres Ao ey e
@ A1 ASATeT Al G2 SATRS AT To, fer @Ie e TR BT e,
fRrFIfoDIt 2@ 7T, AET T (AT FEE ANANS G2 AT ‘encounter’ WS So90-9F WA
TS AT TSI G2 (TR T LS FIF TS &2 T | g T T (ATl 2o
R AET (F@ [ERRRYS 2o Sfewie § 1 OF T AfeeTel wRe Ifa R a3 «35f6 Aearejf
Ao oifca tofa 271

IR TR : SfozEW TIE AWM O AERAR T AT @ FFPRAM R
T e G ARG elfoqm aimee ReE [usRe T | o Ire «ft fee seifes & s, dftafes
I qR AGATST IR {7807 G0 WGHE 2ifeqm | g Aeiafes THEReR qco, G2 AT
AN T @ T AoOIFS Ao FIZA T ANEE TP AL 78K 27 1, O AACHT G0
e AR Rgad #19 @z frs IR

AR GO THE ACAAER ANCRM Ao i Ao AFrore wwesyd f&F 1 7@
AeAfere FEHH Tomefa 2o[ Ifa, TMET TETI Tfoq TS I, AN AT TG
Temors f[FereH, aatafes ARGTeR b Mg (Il eifed!, afsaiFena ¢l [T @ TF=e WTHIET
iR Ao AeFfore efeqm, [gd g3z ARBTOR FREE TTOI FREIRN® F6 |

JATFD N ACATSS ARTTS! (5599-200D) : 5599 I 2T INFD TAFIRA FAOR SN
e Aeefos SRt @ wwmgsd “fes fqor 0 | A 08 IR *PTINCE INFB FIFIF B
FHIR G2 ALNTS B RERIFACET NG Qe AAS @6 =i e fofe tofa Face
TN W1 g3 Nfoeld gefiicsg afid wg ¢ SenRimT FTeRE FAENS, ANE FF A A
Freafes eferaife qa wa Sfy=ter 2ty 92 CFea AEeHd 2 =1 aild Arefod WA agfe,
ANFT AWME ACHASF AT @I T 0Fq @ Q¥ Ao | AwEms 97 ATeiiEs
Rr@ieaed a6 ewgs)d T 2Ee AV G (w@ Gt g wIer afsrifrer ovg 2@ s

@ AT RO A4 I foe - o, A=ewe fEcew efsrifret : siwire v g
oo I, I PR A 432 ANGE 2ok [KBEa o wwgsd mw 2@ 6w T ffon
AT TR W A=erwre gt fey ed (ral IR 2, &g afi @ ofit 1w : o Aesia Fife
AESCHE AT FAOK A FIOCAE GG I | 47 T TS ThE NeTs @32 Tg9 9hE
AfFRAIS FTFMT N FFES AfES toft 271 0. FAT AR O : A G ASASP
Vel ol ANIEE TR A TSRS & TR AT | T AGAfeS [RIK Qe 70 e
FHE HAfere 271 g ASAfeT ARG TCS, @2 TN 2GR @36 ‘party society’ T €,
QR FAES @ =TT FEAFC T Ao e o I #1111 97 T Aeerod eiforiael
SCARCH(A ST o 0 TR |

@ ST ([00Y) : INFS A (17 AN PR A TR T S a2 I 1 @F et
f2ET 2000 A 2ol (ST B BI6T (BT WAl AT A5 &y e AKazes Frae
(e W1 G2 AR [Eta A FIIWmA G 9R [RERA Aeiafos neefd e w3
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