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Abstract

In Gaudiya Vaishnava philosophy, the debate between Sri Chaitanya and
Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya is an important historical and philosophical
event. Through this debate, Sri Chaitanya opposed the Advaita doctrine of
Mayavada and established the importance of Bhakti, or devotion. This
discussion became a significant turning point in the development of Vaishnava
thought. Sri Chaitanya explained that the real meaning of Vedanta should be
understood in its direct and primary sense, known as Abhidha. According to
him, the original teachings of the Vedanta Sutras were clear, but
Shankaracharya’s Mayavada interpretation covered their true meaning. He
believed that the scriptures should be understood in a simple and proper way
without changing their original message. He also rejected the idea that
Brahman is without qualities or power. Instead, Sri Chaitanya described
Brahman as Sat-Chit-Ananda, meaning eternal, full of knowledge, and full of
bliss. He explained Brahman as a divine being with spiritual energies and
personal existence. This view gave a more positive understanding of the
Supreme Truth. Another important point of the debate was the relationship
between the soul and Brahman. Sri Chaitanya denied their complete unity and
said that they are different, though connected. The soul depends on God, while
God remains the supreme controller. Sri Chaitanya accepted Shruti, or
revealed scriptures, as the highest source of authority. He considered
scriptural evidence stronger than ordinary logic or imagination. However, he
also used reason to support the path of devotion. This debate shows a balance
between knowledge and devotion, which is one of the main features of Gaudiya
Vaishnava philosophy. Based on Krishnadas Kaviraj Goswami’s Sri
Chaitanya Charitamrita, this article discusses the religious and historical
importance of this famous debate.
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