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Abstract
Cinema is created through the convergence of imagery, motion, and sound. A
film serves to present a narrative—that is to say, cinema is a medium for
storytelling. Since the task of storytelling is also intrinsic to the novel, cinema
has frequently turned to novels to fulfill its narrative requirements. Numerous
films have been produced based on the plots of various novels by a diverse
range of authors. Indeed, many films have been adapted from the novels
written by Manik Bandyopadhyay. In this essay, we will discuss the cinematic
adaptations of two of his novels: ‘Dibaratrir Kabya’ and ‘Padma Nadir
Majhi’.

The film ‘Dibaratrir Kabya’ directed by Bimal Bhowmik and
Narayan Chakraborty, employs a number of extraordinary visual motifs. The
screenplay, choreographic movements, and musical arrangements within this
film effectively and beautifully convey the author’s original intent. In 1993,
Goutam Ghosh directed a film based on ‘Padma Nadir Majhi’ — one of Manik
Bandyopadhyay’s renowned regional novels. To narrate the story in this film,
Ghosh chose to focus on the destitute rural populace, their authentic
environment, and the river Padma itself. Through the lens of the camera,
various scenes are rendered with exquisite precision on the screen. The acting
prowess of the cast, the utilization of diverse visual imagery, and the
incorporation of music collectively elevate the film to a distinct artistic
dimension. Both cinematic adaptations prove to be highly successful; through
a process of selection, omission, and creative reinterpretation, these two films
effectively capture and convey the underlying spirit and intent of Manik
Bandyopadhyay’s novels.
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