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Keyword Abstract

Mahabharata, This article offers a comparative reading of the Mandhatd episode in the
Mandhata, Syed Mahabharata and Syed Waliullah’s short story ‘Stan’ (‘The Breast’) through
Waliullah, Sherry the concept of Sherry B. Ortner’s ‘nature—culture’ paradigm. It examines how
B. Ortner, the female body, motherhood, childbirth, and breastfeeding are culturally
nature—culture, constructed and represented across two distinct literary and historical
motherhood, contexts. Employing a qualitative, interpretive methodology based on close
female body, textual analysis, the study argues that although the Mandhata episode presents
breastfeeding, the extraordinary motif of male pregnancy, it ultimately reaffirms the
comparative indispensability of the female body in nurturing and sustaining human life
literature. through breastfeeding. In contrast, ‘Stan’ depicts motherhood as a complex

socio-cultural and psychological experience shaped by poverty, class
inequality, grief, and gendered expectations. Drawing on Ortner’s argument
that women are symbolically associated with nature through their reproductive
and maternal roles while simultaneously serving as agents of cultural
reproduction, the article demonstrates that motherhood extends beyond
biological function to become a site of social regulation, symbolic meaning,
and power. The comparative analysis further reveals a remarkable continuity
in the cultural meanings attached to the female body and motherhood,
suggesting that despite the historical distance between ancient myth and
modern fiction, patriarchal constructions of maternal identity and the female
body remain deeply embedded in cultural consciousness.

Discussion
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TR, AAOTE g, ANGTT AR 517, XA FAER THFTOF IR (FRIF© T e
agfoe @ Tibe =l 8 NRINGT FHHd w7 (71 (7 €, B (558)) O ‘Is Female to Male as
Nature Is to Culture?’ &RCF MRECRA @, froeifEs ANe TR *€7, Mg R ATTTHFISIF agfen
At S T, AT a0 TFo @ For effefdfy 2o ffid s 1 ebarag 2 agfo-sieghe’
YA @S S 13 wie et F9E aSiaNe 71, ARmE ¢ ey (A (Gie 1 e
wfowe a1, T2 ©f JE FCd ANGT G@Tol, FeFhos g ¢ FIoiw aive oy e
CRCG | 9F8 0 93 G35 AR (TR @, NRE @@ I e TS @ ez b T
fAfife zafe, oF dfswam g Amfee IeTeres s |

AR T @ TTwy : 2 RN o157 26 JZIGIFCOF NFS! TAII @ R CAACHARS B’ (B
TR, Wy ¢ amicww cghes fafidee ot [, ebican gy’ qre wite
TIREFOIE e T 1 2R ARmE ¢ Mgy Fred AN, AFRes ¢ do! wedl Togifre
TECR O PIEE IAE G2 NERE L S SIRel, A (Rifas Teirpe @i @igfee
FAFIfETeR o (2meh gs MYy ¢ TAMT @F@ FW@ AT @ MeFes qARfzTe!, Ffes
TREe 9 HAOF T SCAG FANE G2 A[N-2ACHA Ao STl |

NI AGTS ; €3 RN JoT® @l (qualitative) 8 JIYTETE (interpretive) Aates fefere #fvifere
AR | AT F@/ceT NFS! SARG @92 W SANCHRT (RBF BT —a3 13 AN
QAR RS SGoR Qi TR, WMoy, Bamia 43R (MR-ATeIed e [ramd F41 20z |

A2 NFFAR 2l T2WIT (Primary Source) RO 2fmis Fraregaie wrjfre yzroimey atgs
Iod 3fefe e oA @9 TR W IS T STIENSEIRE 75T A3 T (=Gg% e
T TECR | AEAAR 24 ©ifge fofe R 598 e aFif¥re «ifs 7. eBAaF “Is Female to Male
as Nature Is to Culture?’ @& ToZifore ‘&’T‘I%—Wﬁm’ {IANE Q20 I AT [TE, Ao,
Stad WAiEE w9g), Wgred egfes i g Fifiticer ANifee w=gle [Read s 2R
AT TR, Mg =R ANES FRFER dE [ FAT CFeq HRAS 9 =2one [eaive 2wne
T TR ©ifges T Wi @TSRIE (Simone de Beauvoir) SRANS |

G2 o G #419 [eEe (close reading) MU 9y, B, TGS €I FAWCEA
A THFES AT (NG (HARIRFS! ¢ HASd AT (531 vl 2= | [erwe (oRanfors
QY 8 Wiy Ao foy sfas-afegire @ et Arge qNWE ¢ Meed @F@ IE@ @
AFReS TP T G, TF WS 8 (RIRNTFS! SPTFiae «2 NFEA WS {72

WWWWC‘T@% GGAICER (Sherry B. Ortner) SIEAGIR (@ IR forotofes
A fsiem @12 afer, @I R ¢ P ACRed I aFfS (nature) @R FAFfeq
(culture) et FifF® ta @A =1 <iff [, G5 ©fF @3cH TR AR ¢ AT AITSPTS
AT 2FFe ¢ TeFfe RER bfee @ | oRvl Ferd *IFRger ¢ TTeeF IO e JFET
130 OitT TWiNe F(@ ©I8 T &7Fivre S 4 27| ol Ik =Hiaeifge foaf e o
A7Fbre fHfFe T 29Ts, T [T ¢ 9T IFeA uifed IR AR [EfTs, q T/E
#3for IR I ~fFafds @1 qUFE bR *INFefge OF JFNE Gtz OkF (AT & T
FET | T AP G Aghod g @ Remd sifasifae 271 ok, Tk =99 ¢ a7 S
ST ANGS FRNFICTR SGOR @I o JIZIR N %0 b WYEA f2eored [Kieava e 1
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QORMS, FAWE CF@ 2o ANGS ffedfe TH7 [ ¢ 97 PR FA ©F ToF Sfe
=7, T OIF (¥ T o] AR FIC 1 O ©f AR A1 @6 ¢ oiF AT Sfiw Fraet agfen
A 58 2 € |

GBI, e T, @ AfosiRTTR W1 T i a3 (SiRE AR AR 0k IS
AFCENS, THME G1R Ao 8 FOF APTGIE ANGF ¢ FeFrod Ferl wmered v wwgs)l
BRI AT I | HuLFod @F THO TS MUIF FANGS Avae, YA, HfoFel ¢ FeFgfos
SfeAifen et e Fa™ NG T SF ANCHHEN WA e I 1 qF 92 IR ARNE
AT ANETIIFACET A4 et RER [as F41 2 1 932 A fofF 187 I9ZRe @@ afeffy
2o efefde 21 eb e, -

“she in fact is the primary agent of their early socialization. It is she who transforms

newborn infants from mere organisms into cultured humans, teaching them manners
and the proper ways to behave in order to become full-fledged members of the culture.

On the basis of her socializing functions alone, she could not be more a representative

>
of culture.”

O G2 PN ARR IR e gl ¢ AR A ww wm e, A ol ANEeeE
wfss fafEe, saed @ 2fes SR Bioh I 1 Ime TR G Pt oFfs @ TN
ol FAeFfore Tearr 9l W ROTR 1 o7, 78 93 ANfeRiead afewm @3t [ /e
(REETHIRE SGF AR WY [P ACS T 7 1 I Gl T 20 (@ TG ¢ Fegron sjef
T+ 2GAR T 2 SgRd SRR | @7 T AFfoq THod ¢ TiKF FASITHT TF
T AT 20 AT O 92 (FER ATl LT AN (@€ TTF Al A | AP IS
I TR Wiy ReR [Ebs 2es, SHas A afedite awafiEs @Fa e Al efse 23
T APRS (AF IFFROTe D[S AT @ At Pl TG H FHAFS AFCTe, G} FIEH
Thod AFeT T AP R AT | WE GURE 667 ARE T agfe e A oy,
T OIF AFS @ AFoT NG| GBI RO [0l T | &9 G T, il AFF® (A Aeghoa
i FASIFINT BN AT | ORI, G GG @6 emgsdl s ot seam— segfe s
A A el 9N 936 #AffES toft e, @ TR free Ruwe TR drd FEe 9E
W|@§Fﬂ??@ﬂ,—

“Insofar as woman is universally the primary agent of early socialization and is seen as
virtually the embodiment of the functions of the domestic group, she will tend to come
under the heavier restrictions and circumscriptions surrounding that unit. Her
(culturally defined) intermediate position between nature and culture, here having the
significance of her mediation (i.e. performing conversion functions) between nature

and culture, would thus account not only for her lower status but for the greater
Y‘Q

restrictions placed upon her activities.
I A SRR FLEAN ! &7 S5 S TR, -

“Indeed, the fact of woman's full human consciousness, her full involvement in and

commitment to culture's project of transcendence over nature, may ironically explain
another of the great puzzles of ‘the woman problem’ woman's nearly universal

» 1O

unquestioning acceptance of her own devaluation

e, T 7S TARE o G eFfers Tfowry TR R FeFfon oy, AT ©F ¢l wemazd
TR-2’- 97 SN Glfer (FANTOR Fil &M IR | W (12 (IS TF— AN AL@L AR A

Page 56 of 61


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A4 Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — iii, July 2026, TIRJ/ July 2026/article - 05
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 54 - 61

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

2N T T FC G2 O THEA-SRFAE AR A (T | T APprod THF TeFfon wifgerey vl
AfEFeE ffife FRkE SEmRe e (Fa TFfeR FeRS 7o 1 affswr «m

TSR T 8 T (RBIEH NYTLER &FS : TSR TIF FIOFO RTINS FIT@ 9779 3R IS
FIFEO TRRE THOR TR T@d ~hedq W1 a2 W oo TAfaF SHieaa «F
fe@Lsl 7818, (@RI IMiRd ~Ifaee (ot TeMLIReR 9N #ie 30 | F2rerareg I @mal
IR, IR S JIA AT FCed SR W SR S FEe e ot e @3fh Iw
TR P 3R CRISF NH© G Aol 21 S SOy AT I A0 | 58 [wfs oI wres
B FIAY GRS SR (1R & #{ IR | (12 7 AR 0 (@, TF7© & Al A0 0 Ja
e ISR FaE 1 ARG IRe A, SR IS AT T % IR, qce o Tergen
A GF @F G (T, T8 QT ST &bfere ISyReEiTe T8 (o FAe = 1 | AT
7 O MeRd AN A T TSR T 71 O QAN TR A FAR WHOF BeAF w2
AN P Ay JeH0d R 71 R &0 FETCE SEd WiR—

“OTe! (M1 2@ ©N={pRr] Tl [Fy —adie aemid Tacs oy weae, el Fi =i

IAE (o) I°
93 sffEfere raw Tm Fefbe T v Wi S | fof ftem st e ot eme 6
I, “N RN qror, qdle, SN A I 17 @8 T AL 6 R, SSta s@acae e
FRISIHICE W-LSl” JT AT T /DS 7@ Fea (CIFM) | QLI THAY @, MPBVFE TGS
Tl 8 TAIN Ay T g1 1 2RCR; AR (ARSI FRe ©F [FweR o @3fo Srae
T 2@ S0 SN, 72 OF ¢ G 9F (3oue) AFTE T A GV SANCAR T *[A @
TEgT ABISNT A9 8 BHAICIR oo & M TAZIAT TR0 | HF wFce (wdl A, 410
Y SR R ARRE WA AR ©fF TG0 AOC I TR Ay FEd dfece oifEs
2 e T e e Frefbe Tiee Ty 2ear fof oM FitrEs & witewl el ST 619 |
G WTemie TR T TR it fRFgerel 2T38 QRN | AW ([OCH (@il Acemd T
IR AT T @ I TR Tof@ F7eel, A AW 8 TS NREH FYE TS AR
TORE I8 B | (IR WY ©IER O ZWRIMBA F QI A& FRI Weewm! Aifer 27 (318 Fiefbes
BN FRICS | GNfACS AGReah T4 e ATl ©IF @I TRAR O @l TS FCE—

“OI TS HO B AT WOl WGE FAR (T 4 THCR | ©IF Tl A(ES 704

@A (-@WE GREEE @Al IR A-SCAR B SSAE O (FE-NweR I

(eT=ATCER o) 1°
QAN NPV &g TE A ORI, -

“TIEE T [@SrEd v Wre 0 1 @R Wi AR aeiE et (@21 e o

I 94 4, 2Ffer s ©12” (Sov) I°
@3 (FBAFE 40 Y OIER YW AeTZS e AIEAE Iz g 22 ¢ afooiema e afmz
tEFoI SR 7@ 4l ¥ 1 €% &9 Sherry B. Ortner ©fF “Is Female to Male as Nature is to
Culture?” 2_CH (MICACR (I, YU 8 BRI F(H ‘AIFOP’ WMGres A=A SAMI RO S5l
T4 W1 GBI A, -

“Since the mother's body goes through its lactation processes in direct relation to a
pregnancy with a particular child, the relationship of nursing between mother and child
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is seen as a natural bond, other feeding arrangements being seen in most cases as

unnatural and makeshift.””

e, TSR & NPT FORT 8 (&iT AW RO Fpfe (e TS @F [eg (Mice iR
FeFfes RETE [Kav T4 201 T TFeR ToGH ¢ T (@BIg ISy ANEF ¢ ARFres
L TRAVCARS 4F wFg (Fq 2 €W |

TR TRAMT qR FIAY € WEWMIF NAINRE GG @ FTFoF NHo! SAGIA TriaReFe e
(T A (T A 2 R, ©f TSR ¢ Wgred Teige M [Reaweits Ford a1 Faess
TSYFT G2 S TG 7 AfFonea oy Ted et | O Aceed e T &9 (@M
TR SAWICR QY 21 | SRS, GF23 AT NHOF SO 9 ©IF AT 2T (Ao Bfes zre @l
IR, @ T BAYH W FACS AR A1 T SAYAD AN T AguAE Fwd @@
AFfes ¢ faRy 3 e 9w e afedt F@ 1 @R atzn iR @@ aees EeeTes
oIS 26ANS (FIANCS THCIRE 7 | THACE, PRM SANCAIZT T’ 2[5 A9, BTV @2 TR
o qAe Toe ANGE 8 GRAfes AT T & 2 €W | I IwTE T FAER [feren
WY ©ItTR Weemis Do g ¢ T8 Mty Ss (A | T e ¢ BNt [0 (&<
AT 3 tefe wikced T2 AT ACE 91, 97 7t qfiafes e, iy ade @fde Jewhs
AEFFOIT TPIFS @ At | MiwATe Mem ¢ o s frae axd 3 adfiafes e
Pesd YN 2T IR 1 R TS T I A OGS MR B MY el 7 A1, A o
VAR GIetE ORI 2eliqe T | T Wge, A ¢ ¥ SAFRS THISN(F (F® I ©F
W fifey foe 2 =1 @ ¢ W@ e, Pl o ovwe T AR 2Acel O Ve Y @R Al
SEACER feee, -
“TYS B QU ©IF IR AN WCO! Ol T 7 1 G- O T Q2 (SR R
AR @, HO B 94 T MR 12 67 [eve 20r 711 58 (9 O B 9% o<
2AR? @ 99 (@, (T-94 O T SR AR, OIF FBI{G & (72 05T (-7
QTSI S (o77%?”
U 2 PO HYS OICF O NPT BT T (0T (77 | &F 93 &0 (+if7 [, Ao g
ROTSIE aArToe | SBaEd 0o, (@@ TG *[E2 7%, OF T ege AeEETFa Gr aofed
FLTFT2 AT oy i I O ‘aFfe’ o 2w e | fofy qtem, -

“«

‘woman’s psyche’, appropriately molded to mothering functions by her own

socialization and tending toward greater personalism and less mediated modes of
relating — all these factors make woman appear to be rooted more directly and deeply
in nature. At the same time, however, her ‘membership’ and fully necessary
participation in culture are recognized by culture and cannot be denied. Thus she is

7 30

seen to occupy an intermediate position between culture and nature”.

Tdie, Moy @@ (ERe wfows 971 «ff @I ¥F TP ¢ ARFReT T, T NS TS G

5@l ¢ MRRmOR WY ATw I | FE AN ¢ e ANGH-ALEOT (@w+48 7 foy 2e1e

AR 0 Tasl, WA @32 *RAEE THTel I THAOF dR— T (a3 AFH afeqy @ Lo
BJGH

R F/OIFCOT NHO-SHAIYCT M AW, TSHACST ST 2EOF© NS & JeTo A

TR AfFe e | 97 Wy e e ¢ IR efen TReees A ¢ Freis g ReTe
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FHA FAF TS B 2@ €W | IS TAGADBTS JfeTETOE 2T TR O &z IR,
g Uit AT AT I OFF TS PTRA CFCd AR 2bfere eaawad ool =KiEs T@ell
I 1 AF ©I2 il 7R RO Te8 =AW I | F2o1F0® ol 27, -

“fepo@ TReE 7 5 8 Al | T Geaifer srgehEer” (yoek) 1°
/S 3 s TSRt ¢ e WAT 27 dfos 3fre F@, T tERTed TR @ A3
TS 2T [REbe 2@ AOTR | SOveE, ST ET R (M TR, FEIM ARS8
TR BE T4 LIS 27 7, 792 O B Hho, Fioe G2 Sl @AM 208 €W 1«3 “Affzfors o
fRT FA0S F I @ O YA BT @O @I efeqwdel I, W TR V4 @ @1 oiw
gred wifq afelde Face “IF0 1 F 8 4=l (TF2 (7 §ed 161 e fee 42 Soa i1 [
FCE | TS, SRR KNS TFAT (7 FTOF TR ATT | (12 I ©IF B (AF A WA I8 (@9
o1 T I e (A AR -

“SIF B (ACF GY A, TEWOIF 4 A | O G1-d I AWl 7, A (STAICH

Sod) I
QT WPE 8 BT ANGE ere FIA =Aead Tof @5 @ N b1 38 e, A e
YR Es | ARSTR w4 (71 €3 2970 Simone de Beauvoir-9d o@F S@4 F0a Sherry
B. Ortner O €3 2RCH @AM @, MAF *ANET I8 I% ¢ O IR AR N9 Jfesrar
wrgfeaEceR #feacs gafen talke g A wikS FiEe e [abe =1 e, foft Tt
PCEA, BTG ¥4 Ao Af il T@AmMRE @3 FE S AR I G @ 9011 @eg _eres Red
G ARR B O reE fes *few 02 T =, (OTRR ARF (FRE AGF 'R AT | JCORNES
TS, -

“The breasts are irrelevant to personal health; they may be excised at any time of a

. NV
woman’s life.”

G T TRR IGCFE TFS, JA-@W @7 A Af7s Ffda i sifaers 231 [evws 9w, dgve
@ TGTGIICT TCo! WGESIGTH FAMCA 0 TSRS & 7, A FeFhod [7Aice e e
rpfoss 8l fReia fasfitom afeaies et o S coite 1 oigrel, c<ifs . @B of dacs wias S
FEE, B TN 7 T A0 (AT, G Fiete (@ @ e e 2o A, T o afeE
T2 ¢ AT R S0 ol | e6aaR WS, -

“Her own activities are thus circumscribed by the limitations and low levels of her

children’s strengths and skills: she is confined to the domestic family group; ‘woman’s

.. 8
place is in the home.”

wae fof w1 2o ¢ Aegfon TS 4T ‘mediating’ I NGFOTE @l RO Afefze Few |
T T TGOHCP (I (&GP Tl (A HFoT A HAT FCa; ©iewst (HB6E ¢ wv=eed
Ao omafs M AT SRl Al NeFeT AT 2CS A | SBAIER O =B 3G @ @72
RFITE (A Afefiy THNE qu 9T AeFrod AT el e, T N Teres Feg Jfadaad
T R R Ple HeFhere Mmoo =1 ORel fofd wiwe W e, JRFfE At et e
AFfeT TIF, A F & T Tl WA Aele T oFfod IR R (e ederet tofa
I [eiwe Mums alfdo Fok 93 267 TR TRl R QR FR-ANEs e=gEe
FEC 1 A G G (AT AT TSI -SANTS! 1Y 6 By’ 10 eI SZHe] [0 wieopdoyef
FIOFTeF St AT @N JRACT FOFF 8 TV TV IS OF (I SJefe Sl [ T,
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T AT W 1 9 T SAYAD G AFTMEF NG TSGR ot AR et Faeens,
GHTE TeR AF oD KRN 27 FAMCA NPE FOIRS IR (O | AT T 2I0q Ngg
O3 T I TR0 Ao A8 /I 8 AMEE NG A FCF | QAT AEMR *[E (@A
e el 74, @b sge I nikw, @fdare o, adafes Meae! e ANife Aok @RS |
Pt wamig Fa7 [fw o ¢ swifer afewsfe Nroge oo @@ e ¢ wdtafes [T
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iAo fiefel 432 ({6 AFH AT AHS AOFFOIE THFS 1 SRTI, 93 g oW B
T4 9 GETE o1 Tered T8fGE AFHE IO SrAifbe 0 1 Mevrad SAfRfers f e
it ol RETE Oed FACe AT G Acd Aea ©FF gifape *Had SAFRS SR 7w
QG 70T | @2 SER Wy ANGS S I8 € SepETel ¢ YHARE Qolted (@A SoAmic
*fFre 771 WAET THETS ¢ Agred TR @A GuTeld ffife 2 @, Moqeas wsifEfe o
AT Srefor W4 e Bifere e Wi @B @ (e 1. ebeeae ©g eiesefena S w
A1 GG A (@ AL AT 9RO eI Bfil ies o agfen wiks el
TR s 01 92 A T S, ANGRITI Q32 AT NPT TGS ML T
O IF IIZC T A W, @A (7 Jheore G euite 8 AN (FRfeTer Tdd
QST THFTE 2@ S | YTl RO «adm @, TAmE ¢ ey @ @ el yzemes
TR &bfere feel, (el afewf iy Afes IwIeTes w1 Frermres e «fem a3
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