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Abstract

Tarashankar Bandyopadhyay's early short-story collections Chhalanamayee
(1937) and Rasakali (1939) occupy a relatively underexplored position within
the critical discourse on his literary oeuvre, despite their significant
engagement with rural life and the psychological complexities of marginal
existence. This article proposes an alternative interpretive framework by
reading the two collections through the classical Indian theory of rasa,
particularly vatsalya (parental affection), karuna (pathos), and bhayanaka/
raudra (terrov/wrath), in dialogue with two major Western psychological
paradigms: Sigmund Freud's concepts of the uncanny and repetition
compulsion, and René Girard's theory of the scapegoat mechanism. Close
readings of stories such as Sandhamani, Dainir Bashi, Khorga, Akhraiyer
Dighi, the titular Chhalanamayee, Rasakali, and Kalapahar demonstrate that
Tarashankar's rural, marginal, and even non-human characters are
represented not merely as sociological types but as psychologically complex
subjects whose experiences of grief, guilt, jealousy, dignity, and emotional
conflict can be understood through both indigenous aesthetic principles and
cross-cultural  psychoanalytic perspectives. The article argues that
Tarashankar's fiction anticipates, in vernacular and pre-theoretical form,
insights later articulated within modern psychoanalytic and anthropological
thought, revealing how collective violence frequently converges upon an
arbitrary victim and how repressed trauma returns in cyclical and uncanny
forms. By bringing classical Indian aesthetics into conversation with modern
psychoanalytic theory, this study offers a fresh critical perspective on
Tarashankar's early short fiction and demonstrates how the interplay of
emotion, psychology, and social marginality deepens our understanding of
human and even non-human, subjectivity within the contexts of rural poverty,
superstition, and communal judgment.
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Discussion
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ST AfGTESITAIN T S | FCCC AW F6 I, ¥ G2 ‘royal road to the unconscious’-@d
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T ol FIRf wesie =@ off wefie eERE, g fere et amme wgde S
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@A (intertextuality) &N FCH (T, SAHE ﬂ@? Qv fee IfeTs e e 73,
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@2 FFRE TR @ @ [ofroaS Taifes Toe T F0; @A FIF A@NY Al @2
SRR O T AR EEe qF2 MG T FRITEA IACO AR | ST e oieg e
FRIfTS sfoae! (e e <rad wa-fe fes azed F9ce A4 27; @A 9F SARE ARReH
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e oigE frafe-fasfid oo ewesd, e @i femeh yiEtte g3fh Reregal
AfE TCB 1 7 TS| feE SR (FITed IR0 ANCH IR IFLFE PHr~m Mer'ce e =3, F8
G IEMIFFE P TR 77, IR s fee | 2am e e azd Fce 3140 297 GF dSP
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