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Abstract

‘Where shall I find him?’ — the one in whose voice resonates the melody of
the indefinite. He is that Neelkantha who can undertake the journey In Search
of the Nectar Pitcher (Amritakumbher Sandhane). Through this journey in
search of the mnectar pitcher, he realized that “the organization is not the
ultimate truth; life itself is the real truth.” The eminent literary critic Saroj
Bandyopadhyay observed - “What distinguished Samaresh from other leftist
writers was that he realized that the organization was not the ultimate truth;
life itself was his true goal.”

This truth of life became the master key to his literary works. In
response to a question from Leela Roy, Samaresh Basu said: “I write in order
to understand life.”

The expansion of Samaresh Basu’s understanding of life and the world
began with his entry into political life. After coming into contact with
Satyaprasanna Dasgupta, he became associated with the Communist Party,
which broadened his experiences of life. Later, following internal party
debates over revolutionary ideology and methods, his imprisonment in the
1950s, and the subsequent loss of both his party membership and his job as a
tracer in an arms factory, the direction of his life changed significantly. As a
result, he devoted himself entirely to the world of literature.

The colorful complexities of life found vivid expression in Samaresh
Basu’s own life. Therefore, he could confidently state: “Life is greater than
literature. A writer need not undergo profound practice to realize this truth,
for life itself is perpetually vibrant.”

Standing at the very heart of life, he created literature by blending
emotional sensitivity with a profound consciousness of existence. At the core
of his writings lie humanism and self-awareness. Hence, he declared: “I write
to know myself. One who does not know oneself—how can one understand the
language of others?”

His self-awareness and life experiences gradually became the
foundation of his literary world. The settings of his stories were occupied by
the lower strata of life in the jute mills and industrial belts. As one critic
remarks: “In the socio-economic crisis that intensified under the post-1947
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political order, Samaresh closely observed the lives of people in the suburban
industrial regions. His residence in slums, employment in a rifle factory, and
political association with jute-mill workers enabled him to know these people
intimately.”

The crowded slums with thatched roofs, the dockside labour lines, and
the gloomy lower-middle-class households—lives long buried beneath a haze
of smoke and greyness—were presented by him in his own distinctive style.
Although he had mastered the art of storytelling in childhood by listening to
his mother narrate Brata Katha (ritual tales), he gave a unique literary form
to humanity’s relentless struggle for survival. One such story of this unending
struggle for existence is ‘Akal Basanta’ (Untimely Spring).
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