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Abstract
The word ‘Sundar Ban’ means ‘a beautiful jungle’ in Bengali. Perhaps, the
name comes from Sundari trees (Heritiera fomes) present all over the forest.
A stunning landscape with narrow creeks and a dense green canopy, this is the
largest mangrove belt in the world. The population of the Sundarbans
consisted entirely of marginalized people. ‘Nearly all the inhabitants’ of the
Sundarbans were ‘either Hindus or Muslims’ according to Hunter. ‘There
were, of course, a few Magh Buddhists and native Christians who also came
up with missionary penetration of Portuguese and later British power. The rest
belonged to the Hindu and Muslim communities, mostly of low status.” All of
these castes pursued a mix of occupations, such as ‘cultivation, wood-cutting
and fishing’ as means of subsistence. The varied geo - environmental systems
in this region of Bengal has had tremendous impact upon human settlement
through rationale and existential factors. These factors shaped the economic
parameters and social practices, leading to formation of patterns of living in
nature and living - with - nature. The interactions between environment and
human existence are often reflected in a critical way through their religion
also.

The cult of Bonbibi is unique to the Sundarbans. She originated as a folk
deity and is the most revered divinity for both Hindus and Muslims of
Sundarbans. She has emerged as the symbol of the Sundarbans’ own folk deity
and is ingrained into the rituals and lives of people in the ‘down’ islands. She
is revered as the protector of the forest and every living being in it. Bonbibi is
the folk symbol of Mother Nature and promotes cultural and communal
harmony between both the Hindus and the Muslims who are both ecologically
vulnerable and equally at the mercy of the forest and depend on its resources
for sustenance. This inter-faith environmental regulator is common culture
shared between both these religious groups. The conflict between Bonbibi and
Dakshin Rai is an intregrated part of the cultural fabric of the region. Villagers
have kept unflinching faith in Bonbibi for decades and it is one of the oldest
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folktales to still exist. she is the symbol of hope for the human being; she is a
saviour of human life in the forest, she ensures their safe return to their
settlement.

Discussion
O ; M2 A e 2ew A [REd Imes g [k qINE ST ¢ SR M 2
FARR LD T4 TR IR 2iFhos T [ (Wifen Fa= C#AR @i foet 1, 94 @i
FLEYA (ACF T ANG AL T =T 1 O O FFA! FARE O 6] GARTO! (A TH FACS
N0 S S0 A (IS W *S 1 oIt A TR FHAR 2 27 (amdl, @i 2 =3
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PROTFR AT I8 SRHI 22 @ @t (A0F ({06 @ SR Sl e 11 (164 Wi oI
T TN (02 TS, 58 TAF 2] Trgmid Fite Ol foet opieri | 92 SoiRITe! (AF2 93 AT
W WG & (T ©h (Al | i e i SR@e)y (el Wea Cofd 2t A @ iehal, T |
A O Grow 77 |

A qEod AL O 6 TS| (I SOOI GO AT | I3 FTWIICTA T2 BT
T GOBIR W ¢ TS (¥ OIS I E A FACT A A1 G MR 7R e Teima 93
A GRAAICE A8 [APRTe 8 Fod I QIR | da90 REBIwR 13 FIETEa (TR FIoT
TCTETE S I T ATTER B AT [ e Fa SAWN I (o (581 a1 >foeed,
(T2 AN A AT Yerws TR oy semiy ¢ @ fog Soeifs Temgs Iy a5 I9° | (@ex!
T (ATF G2 AT PRI MR VR PRIGI AR AT A | 9F G (@ I
TR T WL oo efif|s W71 1 2B ACIA TS, -

“There was of course, a few Magh Buddhist, and native Christians who came here with

missionary penetration of the Portuguese and later with British power. The rest of the
population was that of the Hindu and Muslim communities, mostly of low status. The

Hindus were mainly of the following lower — castes: napita, kaibarta, kapali, pod,

chandala.”

FVER TR PN TR T IR TR oot 8L (Saikhs) Tem, TR 2RI
foel JeTes FTF @ FYA | AR I3 TR Fg AT S 2 PRW 8 #A19I TRWATS | Fg FLAF
PRI, (ST, Fo[TTe P TIPS (2w | wy O3 77, (I Fg Aewr, JoI, ¢are Toeifed wae
TEHETE TR O3 AT PR 6F I | SAREE B A2 O QIR AR Tl SR ©ofd
fAeaie feet 1 e afafeRe siom afsfe afor afsgaon e ok Fae 7o 78 W2
FOR for Tl TN ez T TR I T WIS O FCe f2E A1 ©iE @B aAlFies
fsPpeTor T (T TH (T oo GHfiF *fe ToE IPFe foq Fce =01 ©iR JWa
QHETH GRS (AR & N SBAE el ¢l T 15 9%os 43 = b -

“framework of general ideas articulated through symbols to help accommodate a range

. . . \Q
of experiences to give them a meaningful form.”

oAl G5O BT AN FTANEE Fare wigHine ¢ [Reiw I diFfos e gorares@ wivs |
YPOACE, TV TG 26 QU GH6 AN @] @RI TS 6 T AF T WL 77 FRANCSH
ML ©2 qHTE AANET ¢ eFhos Tl [ehie zrwe ) 2 77 TATed T8 G2 TR
RIC(&E) 3 T “stood apart from mainstream Hinduism and Islam.”® ©12 @& #1& Sgfe 27 91
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“..were not the regular godheads of the Indian Pantheon.”®

vy ©iR T, e aifeperer Fel RS A AL AR (REAER e AfRfes 2o 2T |
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R FEIM TG I O q© MY AT I (@ IR S 7@ (o | OIRHR elfswrfo Srel SiRl
VTS TR N TR (A T e A @GNet (=08 W 1 vidd 5@ a1 (e St o (e
SIF U2 IS 50 0z 1 e i OF (I IMCS SF FH | 92 TN (T N0 WS A aoT
e 2# | ©4F VI WA AT W@ 321 (1 (W8 7508 I9RIes e F40e o190 | qudd I SR
TFFE IR ©I2 *Z T W QT 20T | AT LT (I GO R IS *1E SAfercss et
MG el (A @ wfFd IR DEer Siftm (R | =R e $i0e 7% 20 nid 97 I9[EE
TSl R FE GR *S (N IR AT A AFellee FFo2 e = I& e | &
ot IARRE TR qudd MEF g 06 I QIR O &7 GPrmd e 201 Q3ed IR
@ wfEe AR Raid freife 27 @3z sheel v  reFta Tox ANITess w4e! (@9l Bere [iafbe 2t
TP | reel T #Z%e= ‘Bonbibi cult zone™ @32 A5 “Dakshin Ray cult zone’* A #ifafoe 271

TR (SRILAA’-CS Myth G2 Reality-d 4F Wg® FACT# CGCR | (GG @I A9 AT
TRACAT FIfRAT QFIATA @ Have'’s €3 Have not’s (MF SATON AN ARR Sincs ©f frgeifaed
feera 991 *fes foae emiaems! | JwaacE IRE 92 S e tof 2R =1 AQi=fE, 2@,
#{5ife1, Moy @ ATINS | & T T2 <0 IARE 3 S JHIICTR FIRFCL GACR | IAR(E

izt @F Wl & AP TR R (M | O3 A IECE e (S A1 (F, Bonbibi is not a forest

deity; forest is not her abode, it is the abode of ‘Dakshin Ray’; Bonbibi conquered the territory; she is
the symbol of hope for the human being; she is a saviour of human life in the forest, she ensures their

safe return to their settlement.

FARE : GFEEE 9F Sege 7218 : IRR 20 TR ALO@ @S 1 IR 99 I 92 T
@ SO T TICR (10 | F#1 QTS A, -

“...among the pantheon of the Sundorbons Bonbibi occupies the most important rank.””
CItoM® F P W0, I AMCS IpS! A Iqgefi TR AfD® e | Prme FemIes e
*7 fof Faffq T offere zre oF I > OitF 7Y 8 PRWE TN TRMIEE WHae IE THBG!

AN bl FCA | F&1 (@CS A, Bonbibi is the folk symbol of Mother Nature and promotes cultural

and communal harmony between both the Hindus and the Muslims who are both ecologically
vulnerable and equally at the mercy of the forest and depend on its resources for sustenance. This inter-

faith environmental regulator is common culture shared between both these religious groups.
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2008 e 2Fif*e Wfief® (AR ‘The Hungry Tide’ SATITE «2 9fb SHAMIICTS Srare ©itz 1> ‘River
of Fire’ &T38 AMBIFR Qurratul Hyder IRIRGE 71 T2Nmd T Fifox 01 Srad Feaees [l Iwait
PR FFFE DA PR Tes s | 3ge; IRE 7 o ol q@r I mefl, It
Soifn a sfferel =1 2w wigie Tere o AfSre WA IFH, A WA, Tre fGuE @2 o= =t
e 21 GUR O AR 2 AW S PN OSNGH! Ot IR WG ge Fea wwl
T FCF | I PR TS qete ofq Wi B, [ SRers 8 Qe @ S R gret
TR A1 AR | [OAR GFA IAF SR AL A (@, 7Y (A< Ib012. PR (T PRAA T F9
TG ITRRCS TSRS 2 | 29 PP o TR S FN Lol 8 T AN FAGH e 17
a8 (AR @R @I [ o 31 T 3 FReeE @2 9 @S i, -
“The rituals practiced by the people in worshipping Banachandi have no hard and fast

rule or any similarity with those of the Puranic gods.”*

@ @I TR @2 TR TR AR S 98 (AR e IR |
“...none of the villagers ever dare enter the jungle without offering prayers to Bon-bibi
— be it a Muslim, Hindu or Christian.”®
TR TR HAEH AL IR 92 W€ (@A SHIF64 79 (A1 79 - I3 fofe wifs «f e
T TEMIFL THBQ], AE T2 Ao ofe S TieF W@ 2@ $0d | 9o, Fy-pifer e
FTES! A IAREE G2 SR AFSATH Iy AR [rm @ @F Feeolfds Hiay, 9 0 @i
G2 T afoge apios +fafEfe | o2 qel TEer @, IR -

“is a part of their hard and difficult life where in the religious differences are obscure
158

and the struggle of life more prominent.
TEes Aremie AR ¢ Reed 339 I9Wq i 9T gere Wonl, (12 T aife «f [
IR TR ST WA (A I Soipi FAw [t ey @ armel Aegfon Reevm @3(6 wiice:
et ©I-3 77, ©f At TAfeae g Toge Swizad | I (@O A, -

“In times of religious segregation and faith based identity Bon-bibi perfectly
115¢

symbolises the intricacies of Indian religious confluence.
SRR A IR v Gife <o R AR & e -

“whoever is ‘good at heart” will ‘never be alone’, she will protect them.”

AR SR Te ¢ Rl o oz :
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“led to the worship of nature, embodied in the form of the cult goddess Bonbibi, the
guardian of the forest.”
g3fed M 78T vell PN #[oiR e e > e Toely] 20e 4 FCAR | O 6 @S

#{1td, Bonbibi emerged out of the sheer necessity of the society to arouse courage for their daily struggles

in life.

IR o T @ fRieea 2foret it @l fRaw wfrsia @, eiore grey f2y 4o
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AAE T G2 (RWMAIHE B Ty o 91 =T, T S Tererfere Al Ofe WRree IR
TEef 47 FI0ZF, 4K WO @ €00 | TCE ABK AT 79 (TAfe (ROA™A Qo @3 e
T PR G QAT TS (@ 20 600 | R G T 47 FIRBIR GZ T, GIAI
‘moral virtue’ 33 QB2 (X €W | T (AT MAWA 8 LTS A9 QAT GoIT 3 AT
T R Gk AT b afise vy a@re I@ |

RS, 13 WCETH A AFF2 HINT | (72 FIACAR ©UFAS “Elite’ RRORIMR Qo
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P (@ AL Y W | A LR @R Tae’ I Og SIR GFAF 476 2 6 | O
qFqe f5F @ 1B TR @ OAfE T A NS TS FACe T Rz MNfwjef
RFFIR TS &R B B - FICT FOTFS O AR FCA Q6! 14 AR | A ol A
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“The figure of Bonbibi, ...evolved in order to accommodate both Hindus and

. N
Muslims.”

O3 9 wYZ T[IE T, I92 Q6 ALFA K37 YT @ 5RO I9 @S A, -

“The natural context of the Sundarbons dictated the evolution of a common cult

standing apart from orthodox Hinduism and Islam. Bonbibi in other words was the

reigning spirit of the forest.”*®

YFOATF VA W G T GRATAAH @9 9 SRR @i @RI e pfe @ eghe
N o T T (102 | O3 A I G A0 A (@, TR QST 4¥ “value both humans
and nature.”** @bfeTe (@RGP ST ARG Frens w7 SfeFR [ B Tgae | @2 FReR
foff srifers fFaaRcE *f8 eMitT AR_CS Ot F T/ (A7 qR THIAEE GF0! A O 2
I | e T fofy Mve T @ Ty Pfer & 1™ 2 O (79l TR (@, AN TRA ETeS
43 2o @ TR *Mfesd TRFTTH FHACHR P Wi a1 IR SHIGIT (At @ 930! e
2 (@, IR W ¢ e M@ T=<gies #rwt feers, fof Term siwrelsd < sache 12
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“...as long as humans come into the forest ‘without any greedy or violent disposition’
and “without firearms’, tigers will also remain faithful to the covenant.”*®

SRR T @ A% (FT2 e Fl wTeq T Al -

“If one does so, she is destined to be killed. Therefore... when a tiger comes in to a

human settlement, it’s because it wants to die.”*®

IR : ST AT (0T @61 [ AfE (@, e et coieolifers Afe @ weeters
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THR faes TuRrEE: dfowR | 9ty T U2 AT Ol FUle Feres 13 JARTER Iqa 43 39
AR @32 (RMAIR TART FCe AF | Oie U3 qTE FFA (E AR AAGI8 O (G
W & (A A | 95T (@ wg I FGIE ©-2 71 G61 4F01 common set of beliefs and
practices | T Q2 QLR ¥ YT Zg-Pree [erews cFafb oo (it I 9 %9 oifw
QR Y2, GTAT 451 Aol At 4Tr1 [oreera 4 oo Wi | =i ©i % v 9=
it S ERRIET e et Tafe uF it 1 @fTe =7, A 9B TwEE 9F
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“When two communities mixed so closely, and were so greatly influenced by one
another, the result was that a common God was called into existence, worshipped by
the Hindus and Muslims alike.”*
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Gife ¢ MR JHaIcTa T8 N G ¢ QST qFwa fegs | 3998 IR 98 S
T IR (I GF Q! 74, Ff 20T QUTF NqIWa GFN@ GeTFe | SR @l @S A, -

“What appears representative of the regional folk tales regarding Bonbibi is an intrinsic

adaptive capacity of the local people, in the form of their traditional ecological
knowledge and their adaptability to the inhospitable forests. The religion guides
communities to extract resources for survival with a ‘ritual demonstration’ of the

worship practices.”*"

R Noerinr 7jFizes SR JHFACH CEHAIBET QA Aoeld 5o 2C Sefie JwaCa niFaLe
e Tomd Y9 @M, Ot eipies oiRe RS pefv | ©iR agfe @ Hre (e e ue
A T 97 KOG 9% FA0A | AbfeTs @t Sadl IR Ny @32 I Towas
FHTE G TR G € Fhed qINQ fET | IR 8F©L VIR Mother Nature, R
2P @ AT T4 S T FCA HIANCRA fT48F | OIF GOIRR JaIA T S0z 46 @ WEa
iifeidl TRFTT 9F Tege 7B | @ @ACS 1T, Bonbibi is the folk symbol of Mother Nature and

promotes cultural and communal harmony between both the Hindus and the Muslims who are both
ecologically vulnerable and equally at the mercy of the forest and depend on its resources for
sustenance. This inter-faith environmental regulator is common culture shared between both these
religious groups.
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