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Keyword Abstract

Patachitra art, The Patachitra art and Patua songs of Jharkhand represent a unique tradition
patua songs, of Indian folk art, where the harmonious fusion of colour, art, voice, and
Jharkhand, melody create vivid narrative expressions. The artistic practice of the Patua
folk art, cultural community traditionally combined storytelling, painting, and singing. For
crisis, tribal centuries, the patuas of Jharkhand travelled from village to village, narrating
society, regional moral and mythological tales through songs while illustrating them with scroll
folk culture, paintings known as Patachitra. The songs performed alongside these painted
heritage scrolls are popularly known as Pater Gaan or Patua songs. This integrated
preservation. artistic tradition has long served as an important medium of education,

religious belief, entertainment, moral instruction, and social awareness within
tribal and rural societies. However, rapid urbanisation, the expansion of
digital media, and the socio-economic marginalisation of artists have placed
this folk tradition under severe threat. A further challenge is the lack of
adequate scholarly research on the Patua community in Jharkhand, resulting
in insufficient documentation of their artistic heritage, social identity, cultural
practices, and contemporary struggles. The present study explores the
significance of Patachitra art, its regional variations, and the challenges it
faces in the contemporary period. It also highlights the role of preservation
initiatives, such as government support, exhibitions, and community-based
efforts, in sustaining this endangered cultural tradition. Therefore, the
Patachitra art and Patua songs of Jharkhand are not merely artistic
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expressions; they constitute a living history painted in colours, reflecting
human emotions, hidden social narratives, and the broader spirit of folk
culture. Preserving this heritage is essential for safeguarding an invaluable
cultural legacy for future generations.

Discussion
ot
“q (5T AN (@ T o TS
OIF (I I 1R AR 0 FICA,
G ICERE
- FA@A

B 8 PN o SRS ENFHIET OF o7 AfeZ-WLE Fe, @, *% 8 &H CFHE & 7T
G St | siwma fig et g qen, A ¢ a9 (5@ ») | T Aree (A2 @EFEReed & 8
oM Tt | ST L@ @I, (AW SR AN — (@ Sqees (@F q (@, ¥ wYNg fwwm =
O TR TSR WSS AP TBE ARFCS A, (12 STPoCs «Ie JRA (TS oy e e |

ERETeR IS s G | JeolR A= ol «ea @b e e e Y- eviiie
TR G2 CIZONRE OF Oy B0 @te | B Iead e e abere =1 Qe ST Afos e
foaItea Wrel e TS 7y fot 911 TETe W2 FReeE < ETefe FAyars 1250 sfesred
AT ACE | EFNGT TeT (AT T @ AGITS! | €3 QT FIACE @EFNNS JoBER 208 AW
T N W1 @ A GF APy @S IR -

“Indeed, a folksong is neither new nor old; it is like a forest tree with roots deeply

buried in the past but which continuously puts forth new branches, new leaves, new

fruits.”®
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