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Abstract

A resident of North Calcutta, Narayan Gangopadhyay, used his extraordinary
linguistic skills to craft the four distinct entities of the middle-class society. The
graphical descriptions provided by the author in the 'Tenida’ series leave no
room for doubt that Gangopadhyay infused his own storytelling prowess into
the dramatic flair of Tenida's narration. 'Tenida' stands as a successful
example of how language can be used to sow the seeds of romantic imagination
in the minds of children and adolescents. The ultimate goal of creating this
language seems to be walking the path of harmony through incongruity. He
carved out a uniquely distinct language specifically for writing the 'Tenida’
series. The linguistic diversity he created is so profound that one cannot help
but be mesmerized by it. Though this language might superficially resemble
sarcasm or wit, it is not. The true temperament and character of sarcasm are
absent here.

In his stories and novels, Narayan Gangopadhyay brings out the

dialogues of his characters using indirect discourse, complete with their
regional and ethnic pronunciation traits. In the ‘Tenida’ series, he created four
separate linguistic worlds for his four ‘spiritual sons’ (manasputra). Within
these four characters, we can catch glimpses of Narayan Gangopadhyay
himself, fragmented into pieces.
The greatest strength of Narayan Gangopadhyay's Tenida stories and novels
lies in creating ‘foregrounding’ by turning language and emotion upside down.
This keeps the reader's mind continuously captivated. Through Tenida, the
author generated humor by utilizing a hotchpotch of foreign languages. Tenida
derives such bizarre meanings from foreign words that it never fails to
astonishingly amuse us. In terms of linguistic analysis, truly grasping the depth
of Tenida's language becomes a challenging task.

In the history of poetry, there was a time when the practice of ‘Bad
Verse’ or unpoetic poetry was heavily criticized in the literary world. A number
of such ‘non-poems’ can be found within the novels and stories of the '"Tenida’
series. For someone who was a well-established poet himself, composing non-
poetry was no easy feat. Yet, he achieved that impossible task here, secretly
mocking the forced, struggling poets. In an amazing feat, Narayan
Gangopadhyay also composed technically clumsy and amateurish-sounding
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verses with immense skill. By breaking down language to create fun, he sought
to mold the actual meaning into a custom framework of his own.

Discussion
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