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Keyword Abstract

Ritwik Ghatak, Ritwik Ghatak occupies a unique position in Indian cinema for his innovative

Ajantrik, cinematic language and his profound engagement with social realities. While

Indigenous he is primarily remembered as a filmmaker of Partition, displacement, and

Representation, Bengali identity, his contribution to the representation of Indigenous

Oraon Community, communities in Indian cinema remains comparatively understudied. This

Kurukh Language, paper examines the cinematic portrayal of Indigenous life in Ghatak’s works,

Indian Cinema. tracing a trajectory from his early documentary practices to Ajantrik (1958).
It argues that Ghatak’s engagement with Indigenous communities was not
limited to ethnographic representation, rather, Indigenous people, their
language, and their worldview became integral to the philosophical and
aesthetic structure of his films.

The paper further situates Ghatak’s cinematic practice within his

broader commitment to representing marginalized communities. By granting
Indigenous people and their language a dignified and organic presence on
screen, Ghatak challenged dominant cultural hierarchies and anticipated later
debates on linguistic and cultural representation in Indian media. The study
concludes that his films expanded the aesthetic possibilities of Indian cinema
while simultaneously articulating a political commitment to cultural plurality
and social inclusion. In this regard, Ritwik Ghatak emerges as a pioneering
filmmaker whose sensitive portrayal of Indigenous life and language
established a significant milestone in the history of Indian cinema.
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“My coming to films has nothing to do with making money. Rather it is out of a volition

for expressing my pangs and agonies about my suffering people. That is why I have

. >
come to cinema.”
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“Probably Oraons are the only tribe still remaining in Middle India who have still
retained their power to express their mental ecstasy through the primal medium of
dancing. Thousands of years of oppression, involving waves of migration again and
again, swindling and torture by the higher and more cultured brethren of the land and
other lands, poverty, lack of health and the easy way of living—nothing could
completely wipe out that trace of irrepresible joy which bursts forth in rhythm. They
have been told again and again, and that flow of advice is by no means absent even

today.””
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