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“Eris, the goddess of Discord was well known around Mt. Olympus (the residence of
the Olympic gods and goddess) as a poor and ungracious party guest. Indeed, she was

. 8
known to start disastrous arguments.”
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“..‘Examine me conscientiously,” said Hera, turning slowly around, and displaying her
magnificent figure, ‘and remember that if you judge me the fairest, I will make you
lord of all Asia, and the richest man alive....

‘Here I am,” said Athene, striding purposefully forward. ‘Listen Paris, if you have
enough common sense to award me the prize, I will make you victorious in all your
battles, as well as the handsomest and wisest man in the world.’...

Aphrodite sidled up to him, (Paris) ‘...as soon as I saw you, I said to myself: “Upon my
word, there goes the handsomest young man in Phrygial Why does he waste himself
here in the wilderness herding stupid cattle?” Well, why do you, Paris? Why not move
into a city and lead a civilized life? What have you to lose by marrying someone like
Helen of Sparta, who is as beautiful as I am, and no less passionate? I am convinced
that, once you two have met, she will abandon her home, her family, everything, to
become your mistress. ...Have you never heard that it is my divine duty to arrange
affairs of this sort’?” *
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“The abduction of Helen brought the wrath of Greece down upon Troy’s head, and

the city would pay dearly for Paris’s romancing of a Greek queen.” ”
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“Men had to leave their families and their kingdoms behind to join the Greek army.

Some came reluctantly.” »
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