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Abstract

The Naxalite movement of late-60s to mid-70s in West Bengal marked a very
significant imprint in our Bengali public psyche. It had a great infuence on
Bengali literature also. In this article we have tried to grip the imapct of
Naxalite movement on Bengali poetry in an inter-subjective mode. Bengali
Poetry reflected this impact in two different forms: First, a romantic sympathy
for the revolutionary youth who dedicated their life in this movement.
Secondly, as almost all the Bengali poets came from a ‘Bhadralok’, middle-
class, educated section, who always kept a safe distance from all social
turmoils but carried a special kind of nostalgic empathy for those myrters, they
expressed their own oppurtunist mentality along with a self-critique and a kind
of despair and flouting their own self. This is the art of ‘Mediation’ which took
place in this inter-subjective narrativity. Because, the ‘Real’ movement
became a process of memory-writting here. We have also tried to distinguish
the expression of those poets who actively participated in that movement and
who curated the archaic imprints of those memories. Naxalbari movement
always remained as a spectre-presence in Bengali poetry.
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“It synchronized with revolutionary eruptions across the globe...The revolution
dreamt of a new order, but what really became a new source of enunciation was
not by the uncanny synchronization of the revolt of the all the youth all over
the planet. Thirtyb years on, the cinema that succeeded in incorporating the
rupture in its body seems to hand us the remains of the times in unexpected
shapes.”
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“Un-fortunately Left Front’s thinkers and policy makers thought that class

struggles were over with Left Front’s coming to governmental power, and that
classes and masses were going to follow in a docile manner the party and the
government’s commands and advice. This was the Left’s own version of ‘History
coming to an end” ... He (Gramsci) coined a specific phrase that will aptly describe

the mood of the intellectuals of the Left Front rule : ‘intellectual idealism’.”>*
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