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Keyword Abstract
Sanskrit Drama, A study of Indian Sanskrit drama would show that music and dance are part
Kalidasa, and parcel of almost all the dramatic performances. These do not form any
Malabikagnimitram, ornamental quality, but serve as structural elements to the main story outlined
Abhijnanashakuntalam, in the play. It is through these that the emotions of the characters, the
Vikramovarshiyam, atmosphere as well as the flavor of the story are expressed. In the article under
Shudraka, discussion, the role of music and dance in Kalidasa's dramatic trilogy and
Mricchakatikam, Shudraka's Mricchakatikam has been discussed. First, we see the first drama
Mousic, Dance. of the trilogy- 'Malabikagnimitram'. Although the main plot of the drama is not

the love story of Agnimitra and Malavika, music and dance are closely
associated with the drama, characterization and dynamics of the story. In this
play, the roles of abhinaya, loya, padanyas, angasausthava, rasabhinaya and
the dance teacher are presented in such a way that it is easy to infer from it
that the role of dance and music in ‘Malabikagnimitram’ is very important.
Secondly, in the play ‘Vikramovarshiyam’, music and dance are an
inseparable part of the love, separation, curse, reunion and miracle of Pururva
and Urvashi. Especially due to the presence of Urvashi and other Apsaras,
dance, songs and instruments naturally gain significance. At the beginning of
the play, the performance of Nandi, Apsaras, Urvashi’s dance, and the use of
various musical instruments collectively create a complete lyrical atmosphere
of Vikramovarshiyam’. Thirdly, the greatest play of the great poet Kalidasa,
‘Abhijnanashakuntalam’, is a unique work of art. Along with love, nature,
human emotions, royal dharma, and complex relationships, the role of music
and dance in this play is undeniable. In this play, music sometimes creates the
atmosphere, sometimes deepens the love and separation, sometimes creates
the inner world of the character, and sometimes advances the pace of the play.
Similarly, dance reveals the mental state of the character, the social
environment, the cultural characteristics of the royal court, and the heavenly
world. On the other hand, the cultural presence of dance and song can be
observed in Shudraka's 'Mricchakatikam'. Especially, the relationship of music
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and dance with the character of the courtesan Vasantasena is very close.
Moreover, music and dance are also present in the cultural activities of
Madanika and other female characters, the clown, Cheti, Nat-Nati and various
surrounding characters. The paper aims to emphasize that music and dance
served the purpose of bringing alive the main mantra of the beauty,
theatricality and aesthetic quality of these Sanskrit plays.
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