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The objective of this article is to explore how the two folk music traditions of
Bengal—Baul and Bhatiyali—have been incorporated into Khristasangeet
(Christian devotional songs) written in Bengalli.

Initially, foreign missionaries translated prayers and hymns from
foreign languages into Bengali with the target of spreading Christianity and
promoting religious teachings. When Bengali Christians began composing
Khristasangeet, the influence of Bengali culture reflected in the musical
structures. Several collections of Christian songs contain lists of compositions
based on Bengali musical traditions. Among these are songs composed in the
Baul style or based on Baul melodies, which may be identified as Khrista Baul.
Sometimes the mystical elements and spiritual philosophy of Baul tradition
have been integrated with Christian theology in these songs. The present study
includes fieldwork in the Chapra region of Nadia district in this context.
Another folk music tradition of Bengal is Bhatiyali. Its structure, themes, and
metaphors have been adapted to Christian themes, giving rise to a form that
may be termed Khrista Bhatiyali.

This research article has tried to figure out and analyse how the close
relationship between religion and culture has established itself across
differences of time and place, and how community-specific rituals and
practices have fostered harmony and synthesis in folk life.
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