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Abstract

Bengali travel literature, through the personal experiences of various
travellers, offers a clear understanding of travel destinations and their diverse
aspects, including history, geography, society, and culture. In the Bengali
travel literature of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, North Bengal also
emerges as a distinct geographical, historical and cultural region through the
travel narratives of several writers. The traveller’s firsthand experiences,
observations, and descriptions provide insights into various historical sites,
settlements, political developments, social life, and cultural characteristics of
North Bengal. These paper seeks to explore the nature and trends of the study
of North Bengal’s history through selected Bengali travel writings of the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It primarily examines how the past of North
Bengal has been read, interpreted, and reconstructed in travel literature, and
how historical elements are reflected in these narratives.
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