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Sundarbans, Antonio Gramsci first coined the term ‘Subaltern’ in order to address

Subalterns, folk
cultures, rituals
and deities, Baule
(Wood-cutters),
Moule (Honey-
collectors), Jele
(Fisher man),
Novel,

Upstream
Journey.

economic disparity. However, the terminology ‘Nimno borgo’ (synonymous as
‘Subaltern’) clearly indicates the disparity in class, caste, language and
culture. In the era of globalization, ‘Nimno borgo’ are those who are
“marginalized and oppressed people(s) specifically struggling against
hegemonic globalization” (Sousa Santos). Cultural imperialism and
subalternism are antagonistic with each other as the latter is “a space of
difference” (Spivak). However, the subalterns as ‘minority groups’ play a
crucial role to re-define the ‘self” of the ‘majority group’ as Homi K. Bhaba
asserts, “Subaltern groups as oppressed minority groups whose presence was
crucial to the self-definition of the majority groups”. This paper has explored
the life of those ‘Nimno borgo’ in the Sundarbans.

The Sundarbans, comprising 19 blocks with 54 inhabited islands and an
area of 9630 km?, is home to a diverse population in India. This population
includes communities from Medinipur; tribal groups from Bihar, Manbhum,
and Singhbhum; refugees from East Bengal (now Bangladesh) and the
marginalized lower-caste Poundra and Muslim communities. The religious
harmony, cultural exchanges and diversity of thought of these four groups have
transformed the Sundarbans into a unique field of mixed culture. These four
groups are known as ‘Nimno Borgo’ and their life stories have started to
reflect in literature from the 20th century onwards. The lives and struggles,
bitterness, beliefs, folk cultures and rituals, and blend of the mundane and the
supernatural among the marginalized people residing under the dominion of
deities like Bonbibi, Shah Jongoli, Narayani, and Dakshin Ray revealed a new
dimension of the subaltern perspectives in Sundarbans-centered novels,
beginning in the 1950s with Manoj Basu’s novel Jal Jangal (1951) that shows
the emergence of the marginalized people of the delta - bauley (wood-cutters),
mouley (honey-collectors), bahardar, saidar, crab-catchers and fishermen.
Subsequently, writers like Shibshankar Mitra in Sundarbone Arjan Sardar
(1955), Bonbibi (1966) and Bede Baule (1985), Baren Ganguly in Bonbibir
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Upakhyan and Bagda; Shyamal Gangopadhyay in Kuberer Bishoy Ashoy,
Shachin Das in Ondho Nodir Upakhyan and Nun Dariya; Tapan
Bandopadhyay in Nodi Mati Aranya (three volumes), and Jhareswar
Chattopadhyay in Rampadar Ashon-Byason; Char Purnima and Samudra
Duyar followed this tradition. Authors like Sunil Gangopadhyay in Jal
Jangoler Kabya; Amar Mitra in Dhonpoti’r Chor, Sadhan Chattopadhyay in
Gohin Gang and Joltimir; and Amitav Ghosh in The Hungry Tide have also
touched upon the Sundarbans through their literary brushes. In the twenty-first
century, local writers of the Sundarbans like Soharab Hossain, Utpalendu
Mondal, Niranjan Mondal, Bibhu Nageshwar, and Adam Safi have woven the
lives of marginalized fishermen, bauley and mouley from the Sundarbans into
literature. Through vivid portrayals of such representatives of a simple life
centered around water and forests, Bengali novels have found a distinct new
direction that marks the beginning of an upstream journey.

Discussion
d

ST 6 TG (FICA T (FICA S Ao, GLeAfos ¢ Aghos wfgere;-Fifror FIe
T | GTOIES TG IIZR WLAOF WY)W WIGRCR, (SN AF T GRS a3
fgrorifel SE-AeT 248 AR | ALATSR T el wlere M - I e AE e
(A WS, SmAE2 835 A ‘Subaltern’ w4 Hfee T 2@ aF | adtafes e i
FOAT ANGTSA! Antonio Gramsi (Sb9d - S99q) FILAT ‘Subaltern’ *F I TR | =A™
eIbIfEe T, AR TS @fel (A IR, W2 ‘Subaltern’ | Sousa Santos-4d WS, Subaltern-

it «...marginalized and oppressed people (s) specifically struggling against globalization.”

fmaef- @2 =mfoq Wy @ @fers, wfsers, s, Jegfesrs Ko i =2 2w e, ol
Subaltern Studies TS 8 WeFRIAIF F#FEF'€ N FCR | Gyan Prakash TALE =0 -

“The term 'Subaltern'... refers to subordination in terms of class, caste, gender, language
and culture and was use to signify the centrality of dominant/ dominated relationships
in history.”

58 9 Y1 ‘Subaltern’ - U7 IWIGT ¢ IYFIEF WF T AT ATA! bere! PreFa FAT -

“...Subaltern is not Just a classy word for 'oppressed’, for (the) others, for some body

who's not getting a piece of pie... in postcolonial term, everything that has limited or
no access to the cultural imperialism is subaltern - a space of difference ... The working

class is oppressed. It is not Subaltern...””

o FAR By AYGIAR “‘Subaltern’ ¥, Wﬂ?‘%ﬁs TS AWM ARHNEFE (23, ©iF12 ‘Subaltern’
Homi K. Bhaba ‘Subaltern’ - @3 SUEABAE NG f&a T @9 oG W@ FE02T @
ST TS ‘Subaltern’ a1 vy [ATS ey 73, ©r ToAfgfs Aeaifa® oot T 6 473
Eac ol

Page 317 of 327



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - i, January 2025, TIRJ/January 25/article - 34

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 316 - 327

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

“...Subaltern groups as oppressed minority groups whose presence was crucial to the
Self-definition of the majority groups.”®
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