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Abstract

Children’s literature plays a vital role in shaping a child's mental framework,
alongside their environment, family, and education. In the Indian context,
traditional forms like folklore, epics, and moral tales gradually transitioned
into structured publications catering to children's evolving needs. Despite
efforts by notable literary figures and magazines, like Sandesh, spearheaded
by Upendrakishore Ray Chowdhury, Rabindranath Tagore, and Sukumar Ray,
many early publications failed to balance entertainment, education, and
engagement.

Leela Majumdar redefined children’s literature in Bengali by addressing
their dynamic needs at different life stages. She crafted stories that combined
adventure, humor, curiosity, and life lessons without enforcing moral dictums.
Her characters, like Ganasha, Ghontan, Gupe, and Panu, reflected everyday
flaws and learned from their mistakes, resonating deeply with young readers.
Majumdar's storytelling emphasized human values such as kindness, gratitude,
and empathy, all while acknowledging the socio-political upheavals of her
time—British rule, independence struggles, Partition, and post-war realities.

Her thematic diversity spanned science, fantasy, ghosts, and nature.

Unlike others, her portrayal of animals and nature was rooted in realism,
fostering an emotional connection and ecological awareness among children.
Her unique approach extended to language and presentation, using simple,
modern words and short sentences to make Bengali literature accessible and
enjoyable for children.
Drawing inspiration from her familial legacy, time at Santiniketan, and
personal experiences, Majumdar enriched her works with authenticity and
emotional depth. This essay examines her contributions across six chapters:
her literary inheritance, understanding of child psychology, integration of
science, animal and nature themes, innovative ghost stories, and distinctive
narrative techniques. Majumdar's oeuvre remains a cornerstone of Bengali
children’'s literature, blending education, entertainment, and ethical growth
seamlessly.
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