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Abstract

Nowadays Intellectual is a important notion. The role of this community in all
aspects of society in a democratic state system is very important. But who is
this group? What is their identity? There is no clear definition of who
intellectuals are. There are differences of opinion among different theorists on
precisely defining intellectuals. In a general sense, intellectuals are those who
make a living by exploiting their intellect. But their scope of work is not limited
to intellectual work alone, but extends beyond that. In a general sense, when
we say intellectuals, we mean a special class of society such as writers, literary
figures, teachers, lawyers, doctors, etc. Those who speak on behalf of the
people of the society, raise questions against the authorities, talk about the
progress of the people, talk about the progress of the society. Their intellect,
consciousness, values, make the people aware of their thoughts, spread the
word about the democratic spirit, and make them aware of their own duties.
They do not confine themselves to the world of writing but instead engage
themselves with ground reality and that is where they transform from an
intellectual into a public intellectual.

Can we keep Kazi Nazrul Islam in the light of that identity? Is Nazrul
just a rebel poet or a poet of harmony who dreamed of a non-communal
nationhood, or can we see him as a public intellectual? This discussion aims
to examine the extent to which Nazrul's role as a public intellectual is relevant
to his statement on ‘Rajbandir Jabanbandi’. In the present world where
fundamentalism has become a very important issue. The political situation is
the victim of this fundamentalism. Standing at that moment and in the present
world, how much of Nazrul's thoughts as a public intellectual, as expressed in
‘Rajbandir Jabanbandi', are still acceptable and besides, how much role does
a public intellectual play in the management of the state and in the formation
of the state against the fundamentalism of the state, that is the subject of this
article.

Discussion
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“Intelligentsia is a social class of people engaged in a complex mental labour aimed at
guiding or critiquing, or other-wise playing a leadership role in shaping a society’s
culture and politics.”
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“a person who engages in critical study, thought and reflection about the reality of
society, proposes solutions for the formative problem of society, and by such discourse
in the public sphere gains authority from public opinion.”*
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‘public intellectual’ & (RIfNeT 7F ©fF ‘Public Intellectual in India’ &T3F ‘To question
or not to question? That is the question’ &<CH TEICRA -

“Public intellectuals frequently concern themselves with issues related to human rights
and to the functioning of society, such that it ensure the primacy of social justice.””
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“A public intellectual ... take a position independent of those in power, enabling him

or her to debatable ideas, irrespective of who propagates them. Reasoned critiques are
often the essential starting point. The public intellectual has to see himself or herself as
a person who is as close to being autonomous as is possible, and more than that, can be
seen by others as such. ... has to have at the same time a concern for what constitutes

the rights of citizens, particularly on issues of social justice.”
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“Perhaps this then is the real essence of a public intellectual someone who acts to create

a public in which her role will become redundant and unnecessary.”
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