OPEN 8

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture

Volume - v, Issue - i, January 2025, TIRJ/January 25/article - 96
Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 845 - 853
Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - i, Published on January issue 2025, Page No. 845 - 853

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Mail ID: info@tirj.org.in

(lIFS) Impact Factor 7.0, e ISSN : 2583 - 0848

FAAR OITOIAS MO : Tf = Al
AifRre; ey oo sfid

e SR
NI, e f[Fera
MR feyfawser

Email ID : ananya.adhikari.8937@gmail.com

Received Date 20. 12. 2024
Selection Date 01. 02. 2025

Keyword
Bengali
literature,
Nineteenth
Century,
Historiography,
Historical
Consciousness,
Memory,
Speculative
Fiction, Alternate
History, Utopia,
Narrative,
Bhudeb
Mukhopadhyay.

Abstract

In the second half of the Twentieth century, after the disastrous Second World
War, a type of fiction became popular - Alternative history or Allohistory. It is
a retrospection of history with an alternate narrative. Although the history of
Alternate History fiction leads back to the Nineteenth century. Nineteenth-
century Bengal was going through several massive changes- be it political,
economic or social. As the century proceeded, the English-educated Bengalis
emerged with a piece of new world knowledge. They got acquainted with
European history, literature and culture. As they were trying to navigate their
way, finding their existence in this ever-evolving new world, a world dealing
with the Industrial Revolution followed by the Scientific Revolution, they
realised we had a deficient historiography. The many years of memory, that we
carried through stories were not documented as history. We got the idea of
historical thinking and became conscious of History. The early Nineteenth-
century Bengali literature reflects this historical consciousness. We see
Alternative History fiction parallels Historical fiction. But allohistorical
narratives are infrequent in Bengali literature. Bhudeb Mukhopadhyay wrote
this rare story. If the Third Battle of Panipat were to conclude differently what
would have happened? What would have happened if The Maratha
Confederacy secured the triumph? How the socio-political history of India
would appear? Could India also become a Household name in this fierce place
called World Politics? Does it become a utopian narrative? Bhudeb
Mukhopadhyay creates. With the Allohistorical narrative frame in mind, we
excavate this literary piece- ‘Swapnalabdha Bharatbarsher Itihas’.

Discussion
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“The alternate history did not exist in Western literature until 1836. This year saw the

first novel length alternate history, Louis-Napoleon Geoffroy-Chateau’s Napoleon et la
conquete du monde 1812-1832, histoire de la monarchie universelle, better known

simply as Napoleon apocryphe. This text follows Napoleon as he crushes all opposition

and becomes emperor of the known world, finally dying in 1832.
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“As a genre of narrative representation, alternate history is an age-old phenomenon.

Indeed, it traces its roots back to the origins of Western historiography itself. No less a
figure than the Greek historian Herodotus speculated about the possible consequences

of the Persians defeating the Greeks at Marathon in the year 490 B.C.E.””
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“Yet, with the rise of modern “scientific” historiography in the nineteenth century,

allohistorical reasoning became stigmatized as empirically unverifiable and was

banished to the realm of lighthearted cocktail party conversations and parlor games.”®

Qo[ (AT Y ToTE AWl Teed MR 20O ACF, (I e g el «F AR (@A g
AT | B *orFd (Feeife [REEE Fol, LEAWA WkE THFEve Bl A6s T4 =1 96 «F
T *ISCFA W2 W g6 ougm, TSl Regrae i ey 3fonm vy e sret fiw ©ow o WY,
e wefes! 5Me F03 1 Q=01 96+ (Fw? fasy g sTes fores 2 »ifsges 9hieae ©f cof w6
e2- AeATed FIOR Goa ANFACR e, qtafes Aaed q3 @6 & | ©F A FCH AT,
tfeTerR &fe ST g 2FITE | dew Rggras SaRTe! IEE 5u0e MafeE, s yga o s
F A B T | 9B AR TS, ATy, PRI (@ AT 4= @R ©F 2 THrEReiioe ¢ qef
G, 2CAFT 8 A @NF AT (oI15T =< @ 20 MR @ T faoiy [rad ok tof
TR SITe 2[R TAIB AR FRANE TATT @9 A +AfafFfs tofd 201 IfeRem, afoste v
(AT QR TN AeFRe T 2@ €1 1° OB AR A TR oA g G, et sy
(AT R AT | @ FIoree ey Mreas Igseites wwy F9 W F9, Qg swdfa o @12
e 5o et | @@ STfer, Areafess, Weifie Reee T ey 2o Hifew fige zre
AP -

Page 846 of 853



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - i, January 2025, TIRJ/January 25/article - 96

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 845 - 853

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

“Beyond the influence of postmodernism, recent scientific trends have further

promoted allohistorical thinking. Ever since the appearance of Einstein’s theory of
relativity and Heisenberg’s uncertainty principle, modern science has been moving
away from determinism and towards a belief in indeterminacy. The notion of
“complexity Theory” or “chaos theory”, which asserts that some universal laws are so

complex that they appear to be chaotic or random in appearance, has lessened the

appeal of deterministic explanations of history.”*

dovo IS A W2 oy e Fffa Rew sefaTse @re g arey TR iR | @3 «=ifd
T TR THATICT A2 FA%e, SIF FAASIE A Afzrey vg feama wifef ffa safeem
O3 e, gma YRR ol 799 @3 IRl fordleem o4q ey 3foa™ M@ @i si@wd=
s feet 711 @re 739 2 =S e e s tofa FEty, Ot @ T oy, ikl tofd 2R,
T2 RRAT SFCTAE AN (@0 AN G T @3 oo fvea (7eq

et ez woaR ffid ; St *rete Areifer gem JaTe e OIvR (@I 3o (12 1 [ W ©f
FIRA G2 A AT QA | GF T Ao Some 592 iy, [T ©f 3o w1 Soifasia @3
el FETORS 6, (FIEA OF AR FRCATTOR (o, FEE A O AR O AGREH TG
AT | 3oz T [y Toiwad Adt Arge AW (@i 2oz o zafv | o e, B *rerwa
el SN 2feet At 3R bAl e qiRelt fed A 3o @4 @9 ey of e S
*O(F SO T ST TR | QINCK Ao G S IENRER dSh-do RBTHT TSI AE |
o atefere ‘o 9 20, “arie T e 56 ©1-3 @A 17 9T JARe6! ANCT @ecs
afsaifore A1 2o @14FE Y TR ARE Fea Free oot Afe fFre 271 F7e @7 o2 3fsz™
tSfaa I N ©F BTG 362 @143 55 I | @3 @ A F 2@ O & (@@ I (G
SR (72 92 e e o 3fezr-«3 gFel Qi fot 9t @I 26T T Ft S A? I8
“qF IR Yo fafy-euse Y dfenl GeTR TN, faskre S e A |
TSI 40 WINEl @2 SRR @R bifee 2 @rife @ SR ¢ $EE o 658
(3, IR aFereE Al g AR [ AL 27 O 0T Wi A=l | ea ffirs
@, (O TaR INOCAE AEIATE I Il (JE (@ IG3 FAG FA 787 77 |
O SN AEFE (@ (GOIF ARSI AR 1 @5 fF AfTey qecese ¢3-
IS TS 0@ AW GEIR | TR VR A SO NH QLI G300
T AL I R | TSR fTemd I @ WA T T @i e,
N IO VAR G AR WEPIrSTel A, e peg s
(MRS 2ACE TATB I N @ QAR 1"
o8 T =roree Bafer MifFFe el 739 ) 2o “ore wF Fee, IX OFl ILIGMe 2o
AT, @ME 3o “Te, AP o “TA-v4q ORI e qfFg A% | qAoRmE 92 fafee
3fo2m A AR I R e AT 3uae AfsfiEal | RTTH ARF 0 I el
QIR O (I @il Toerng (12 Al 27T S #1ta ©*° ZLA&0d TS 4GAR AN e Bfozs
11 2311 dqb8 BT Fifore ‘@RI ETPTEl’ B e 2T wAfafRe | Sudo BT BT [T 2o
JieeT 2oz fercafece, oG o @ | q@12 e, Gt *0Ts, ©F BoF R wife i oims @1al

Page 847 of 853



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - i, January 2025, TIRJ/January 25/article - 96

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 845 - 853

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

3ozt GBS Qe A el Ao FrRife e A A el @3 Fies Wiy e witg
T (T 1 G35 Eifes Bfog APl Fob! wEgsd ©f AT SN N IR @ -

“ETSR] K IR T oA 32 1 Tafs; Ffozam Afes e e Afas

THHEE @36 T 1 3o T W I 1 N ¥2 4T 2oy @iE @,

foroforeaa AW STl @32 GF Y2 4F Toul Tife Wit (@, FICTS AR/

FME wR7® T2 1 (1R Too) TifeMea™ Wy Saviay Jeife 7>
G2 EfeEpTredl (ol 9o w et frema 2feant F6a 9! =W ©f (AT “New AR | SR, 1,
QI SIS FR ARF NGgo 213, (718 0 (AT 20 ARAH F6 be1Cs 2ACF, WoRME ergeogmal
R TG 2 AN I e | IfEere Sl wens T e gor wiF (A eI A1y
I (141 2foRE @M, @N- TP JFH (Sbr-2), @b Fo=P FHI-NHWA (Sb0o), AT
ST THFAEIZ JCANGT (Sb00), STSAA ST -oAeTene g (Sb-80), AR oz -tonfawom
@ (Sb-80), AR o fAeiy Ol - FAo@m WP (Sb-8Y), SIRASIANROZA A 2R, AAf-
TATo@ ICWAGR (Sbr@ed) 17

@3 oda 3oz oA ¢ wifer 3oz fw @ oo toft zafe o aor s fafrs

ARSI 2T | FICH3 G AT TATIER WRSER I A1 A2 T Ao
T 9 | AFAR IJCAIGIT FET0RA -

“FHfRofer e Tl @i = a@fsgfoe SAaieie sTifee Somiem =FRe! | Sisima

TR0 ST ACEH Forelfere a9 FHCs et | Sy a6 aiifis oot Aifers

U Afsgifre SameT @ afteren afve 233, srRiTs stvwe 7112 | 12 afsaife

T el O] @ FHAE, MY & GG, I [ AIF© ¢ GLAFrod G0 qgo

AefAl; IR FICTR AR TR @FTE Torg e, e et 17
a3 ey, 3o ¢ FHFFMRT (T ST AW O ARZ T *SFF 6 (SN B W1 (FA
BfoRrTIEr forafete, @2 ©fF Jgef (NEE 3o T | TOSIFIRRAT A ‘Persian Tales’ - U7 SIIAWA
T M 2T TG Toro! oY @I #ii7ey 2fezpr 1 T *fere dfsaiiie Som @<= T
Jeife TRl o7 (@ g6 92 (5089 ‘Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan’ @92 FB1CH9 ‘Romance of
History-India’, Vol I & I1) @Rl Sieeifers 2ree, Grefars 5 3ot 7= am a1 1 eiefis dq @riema
TR G2 #AILFT @R (TS T 1 AFIS] (FTLFAN oo it 2620 W ST #A1<fF I&i A (B8
FAETS HPTY ©f J&IY ACH( | Af2fF SR Tergerst ©fF qFfo Faet 06 |

AFTR I T AT Ao 2499 dfoxe Somp ol sma aemi,

sreq B afsrfre ToAmpr ¢ a7 o Tz vft FfRA - e ww e wEEw [ g
TRIANGE oo a7Fe1 RO ~Affoe zteie fofy afszfre Bomm, g™ =iy 92 a5 0= |
3fozrT @ AfsRIiTE AT SFIQ T o e et | QT (NTHE S3b-R IH U3 FIfST
(AF Ao LR AFM© T© $WI TRAAGIET F2Ta OO O | S0} IAH 1T T9F
T PRI A =7 1* AW D 9B A0 dfoge S 77, 2ferrie 771 gmd
TRIPNGIER FTH O 2fo=iT- e ferem [aa g 2fogem Fifef

FeeTd OISR o : ey 3oz ¢ TGP wiaat ; oy 3oz @ (AF @A TR, A IR
T 2o of [ Qi e ATt SR 1 8 @3 [y 2oz @19 (1 20?7 3R oAy

Page 848 of 853



ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - i, January 2025, TIRJ/January 25/article - 96

Website: https://tirj.org.in, Page No. 845 - 853

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/all-issue

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)
OPEN

ARSI LA INAR TRACOS N (e AEN? ©FF B ToIe Dl A2 ©iF ToF N Tox foq

“when we speculate about what might have happened if certain events had or had not

occurred in the past, we are really expressing our feelings about the present. We are
either grateful that things worked out as they did, or we regret that they did not occur
differently. The same concerns are involved in the broader realm of alternative history.

Alternative history is inherently presentist.”"
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“The general argument is That fictional visions of altered paths and the consequences

they bear for the future are not an end in itself, but must be read as either affirmative
or critical comments on the contemporary status quo. Here, the link between
Alternative History and memory is especially evident, for, as Siobhan Kattago points
out, “memories of the past perhaps tell us more about the present society than about the

past. Because memory is a dynamic, fluid activity framed by social groups and located

in symbolic places, the activity of remembering is guided by the needs of the present.””
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“The term utopia designates the class of fictional writings that represent an ideal,

nonexistent political and social way of Life. It derives from Utopia (1515-16), a book
written in Latin by the Renaissance humanist Sir Thomas More, which describes a

perfect commonwealth.”™”
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