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Abstract

This research explores the contemporary relevance of Rabindranath Tagore's
thoughts on the colonized world, particularly as articulated in his essay “The
Crisis of Civilization” (Sabhyatar Sankat). Written during the later years of
Tagore's life, the essay critiques the Western concept of civilization and its
detrimental impact on India during the colonial period. Tagore argues that
this notion has fueled the exploitation and oppression of colonized nations,
urging Indians to reclaim their cultural heritage and reject the imposition of
foreign values.

The study aims to analyze the themes within the essay, with a focus on
its critique of imperialism and the lasting legacy of colonialism. It will
investigate how Tagore's insights remain significant in today's post-colonial
context, where many nations continue to grapple with the ramifications of
their colonial histories. The research highlights Tagore's warning against blind
imitation and unquestioning obedience while encouraging critical thought
regarding dominant ideologies.

By contributing to the discourse on post-colonialism and decolonization,
this study underscores the necessity for renewed critiques of Western values
and institutions. Furthermore, it illustrates how Tagore's perspectives
continue to resonate in contemporary discussions surrounding globalization,
imperialism, and cultural identity.
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“Colonialism could only exist at all by postulating that there existed a binary opposition

into which the world is divided. The gradual establishment of an empire depended upon
a stable hierarchical relationship is which the colonized existed as the other of the
colonizing culture. Thus the idea of the savage could occur only if there was a concept
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of the civilized to oppose it. In this way a geography of difference was constructed, in
which differences were mapped (cartography) and laid out in a metaphorical landscape
that represented not geographical fixity, but the fixity of power. Imperial Europe
became defined as the ‘centre’ in a geography at least as metaphysical as physical.
Everything that lay outside that centre was by definition at the margin of the periphery

of culture, power and civilization.”
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“My banished soul sitting in the civilized isolation of the town-life cried within me for

the enlargement of the horizon of its comprehension. | was like the town-away line of
a verse, always in a state of suspense, while the other line, with which it rhymed and
which could give it fullness, was smudged by the mist away in some undecipherable

distance.”
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