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Keyword Abstract

Politicization, The concept of political prisoner was a contesting space between colonial

rule of law, government and nationalist. Colonial government basically tried to

Newspaper, implemented hegemonic control over subjected people. Alien ruling power has

prison, Gandhi intended to embedded hegemonic power through the concept of rule of law.

colonial prison, The very people who violated the rule of law would be punished by

imprisonment. Imprisonment became the means to implemented rule of law.
Pervasive presence of rule of law has created a section of obedient indigenous
people who for their interest wants to support colonial rule. These Section of
people gradually realized the limitation of the concept of rule of law. These
section from the time of swadesi movement conspicuously protested against the
colonial government. Their protest not only confined within traditional protest
but also extended to new from a mass mobilization. Newspaper has a pivotal
role within the ambit of new form of mass mobilization. Newspaper gradually
made conciliatory space with the mass. Colonial government also had took
repressive measure against nationalist press. Native press played profound
impact to made prison as a political space. Basically middle class prisoner
wielded the violation of rule of as a form of protest. Middle class prisoner
always used imprisonment to enhance the cause of nationalist movement.
Native newspaper regularly published the report of middle class suffering
within the prison. Suffering within the prison of nationalist became the
concerning issue of national imagination. Colonial government also
confronted with the dilemma of their reaction of the suffering of nationalist
prisoner. Colonial administration also took some measure to differentiate the
nationalist prisoner with the common prisoner. Due to this Bipin Chandra paul
get good treatment within prison. But the case of Bipin Chandra paul is a
exceptional issue. Generally political prisoner not get dignified treatment
within the prisoner. The suffering of political prisoner extended throughout the
society by native newspaper. suffering of the prisoner in Andaman jail also
disseminated by native newspaper. It is well established believe that by the
assiduity of the Gandhi colonial prison became the space of political protest.
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But if we notice the feature of swadeshi movement then it will easily understand
the process of politicization of colonial prison outset before the gandhian era.

Discussion
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“...it was a house without a foundation or a garland strung without a thread...”
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“...The punishment which appears too severe to the public, certainly enhances the glory

of the sufferer.”®
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“...all swadeshi shops in calcutta were closed as a mark of respect for Babu B.C. pal
who has been sent to jail.”**
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“The chief event of the fortnight has been the release of Babu Bepin Chandra pal, which
took place on the 9" march.”**
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“Bhupendra Nath will be imprisoned, but a hundred men like him will take his place.
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“...He is not ordinary criminal but only a political offender and in England he would
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have been treated as a first-class misdemeanant.
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“...When we are sent to jail we shall be chastened and washed clean of all impurities.

The gates of prison have been thrown open and we must enter.”*”
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“...If the feringhi should dare to put me to the rack, I shall throw my body before his
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face as if it were torn slipper...
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“...he can very well triumph with prison handcuff ...upadhyas decease fills the heart of
o)

the people with hope of liberty.
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“There has been a lot of tall talk about martyrdom and dying for one country...”
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“The worst papers are the Bande Mataram, the Sandhya and the yugantar.
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“...Babu Nilmani das of tamluk, who had been sentenced to two months rigorous

imprisonment in a Swadesi case, was very cruelly treated in jail. His body has become
extremely thin and emaciated. In prison he was not only made to work hard during the
illness, but was often subjected to severe physical chastisement. Marks of violence are

still visible on his person.”“
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“The suicide of one of the political prisoner, named Indu Bhusan Roy throws lurid light

upon the whole situation... and they are treated harshness.””
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