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Keyword Abstract

Colonialism, After World War I, non-european territories gradually began to free

Cultural themselves from the grip of colonialism. Due to the diversity of social

diversity, identities, non-Western societies faced complex issues related to the nation

India, building process. India is a notable example of this. The process of nation-

Nationalism, building always needs a political center which is formed under nationalism. In

Nation Europe, the diversity, variety, and contradictions among social identities are

building, Past not as pronounced as in non-Western countries. Thus, the complexities

tradition associated with nation-building are less there. For instance, nation-building

in Europe has often centered around a single identity, such as linguistic
identity, or racial identity. For example, Germany formed on the basis of
ethnic-racial identity.

However, in Eastern countries, the process of nation-state formation has
become more complex due to significant differences in social identities. In this
context, two tendencies are observed in the nation-state construction of India.
Although both tendencies are modern in origin, the first has its roots in past
traditions, while the second is politically constructed. In other words, the first
tendency is related to India’s ‘cultural nationalism,’ while the second is closely
linked to India’s ‘political nationalism.’

This essay will primarily discuss how nationalism and national identity are
constructed through India's past traditions, social and cultural values,
historical elements, and mythological characters as the 'memory of the nation.'
It will also explore how cultural aspects have combined with political
processes to shape the Indian territory into a modern nation-state, despite its
diverse characteristics.
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