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Abstract
Abu Ishaq is a renowned Bangladeshi novelist. His first and timeless novel is
‘Surya-Dighal Bari’. The time period of the novel’s setting extends from the
famine of 1943 to the immediate after of independence. As a result, the famine
of 1943, the riots of 1946, the impact of independence and partition of 1947
naturally flow through the novel like a torrent. The author, capturing that time
of burning, has painted the life of the helpless lower-class people of
Bangladesh with utmost compassion. At the center of the novel is the difficult
struggle for survival of a selfless family caught in the famine and riots. This
novel is about people who leave their villages for the city in the famine of 1943
and return to the village after a terrifying experience of despair. In the Muslim
family of the lower class, witch doctors, brooms, spells, and bewitchment are
everyday occurrences. That picture has been painted through various incidents
in 'Surya-Dighal Bari'. The topic of the illiterate and lower-class people's
superstitions and beliefs, and belief in evil spirits, comes up in the novel in
various ways. In parallel, various evils flowing in the public mind, stories,
verses, rhymes, riddles, etc. flow into their daily conversations and behavior.
Various elements of folk culture have come up in various ways. Polygamy and
divorce are a big problem in the life of the lower-class Muslims, and Abu Ishaq
has also highlighted that problem with great compassion in his novel. Abu
Ishaq's 'Surya-Dighal Bari' has become a living history of what created deep
wounds in the minds of the people of Bangladesh in the past. The novel deals
with the issue of the country's independence and its impact on the lower-class
Muslim community of Bangladesh. The economic crisis and struggle of lower-
class Muslim families, inhumane practices like polygamy and divorce, the
veiling system, religious discipline, the lifeless religious practices of religious
merchants and the lust for women, the blind faith, reformation, and worldly
customs of marginalized people - all of this together makes the novel a realistic
biography of a lower-class marginalized Muslim family.
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