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Keyword Abstract

Dream, Culture, Thoughts and studies about dreams have been a concern in almost every
Representation, culture, regional, national or international, in almost every nation. In Bengali
Reception, Class, culture also, dreams have undergone various levels of discussions since the
Supernatural, inception of this culture. Until the publication and popularity of Freud’s
Psychology, ground-breaking book The Interpretation of Dreams in 1900, Bengali
Freud, literature, starting from our epics, has incorporated dreams, especially the
Hegemony, prophetic ones. Previously dreams were chiefly taken as mediums of divine
Feminism, beings to send messages about morality or future events to the mortals on the
Postcolonial. earth. This was largely the same in British literature and culture as well until

Freud published his study on dreams. Some pro-psychological studies about
dreams had been initiated in Britain from the beginning of the nineteenth
century, growing towards its end, ultimately culminating in Freud’s book. But
such psychological studies about human minds and dreams were yet to appear
in the British India even in the beginning of the twentieth century. Therefore,
the superstitious, irrational and prophetic dreams encompassed Bengali
literature and culture, canonical or popular. In this context, this article makes
a study of Prabhat kumar Mukhopadhyay’s story, ‘Debi’ (‘The Goddess’),
which makes a use of the cultural practice of divine dreams. The story was
published around the same time of Freud’s observations on dreams and
became famous after Satyajit Ray had adapted it into a film in 1960. This paper
intends to investigate Prabhat kumar’s representation of such a dream in this
story and its reception by the characters, both upper class and lower class. It
also makes a query, from the feminist angle, of how the characters, both male
and female, receive the divine aspect of dreams and react to this. By doing this,
this paper attempts to observe Prabhat kumar’s approach to prophetic or
supernatural dreams and thereby note whether there is any representational
differences between a Bengali writer’s approach to dreams and that of the
British literary masters around the same time. Finally, this paper seeks to see,
with respect to Prabhat kumar’s stance on dreams, whether British literature
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holds its crown of being an iconic tool of their cultural hegemony over
colonies, as the colonial masters had claimed to be.

Discussion
I Rl SRS 4R FFOTS F2AT! I FCAT N A Soe] a5 i &bl &2l 1 vy SrReacd
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FAA WS A THATONE T T SIFeddd Igufasd @32 Igeins ATey ¢ AeFforee ¥
aifozrerm wCocz | & Tl v ¢ sewie 2ecae MR ae0Ta TS AR SHIFET @ FACEGIACH
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‘The Interpretation of Dreams’ (%00 f2:)-9 FatF Teifgs ¢ [JE@fvs W (A F F9E | 8
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(o5 1™, qwEe, e (A AP, ONAE R T@eFE, TE dIEe -

“A disordered state of the stomach and liver will often produce dreams.”

FACE WEE 941 W77 ¢ [emarg fores a3 ReiRe Wi s, gk 72 (s SAasor
IR JCE T FAN T© | AT GFA SUNIGH (JCA P SACEABA FeTqail SEHTH oI AN
72 (74l A %Y 9 OO FAGE Sop@ A Ted (Aol | 8Y ©i 7, IR J@S< AR AN TS
AFEE F2 AR AT IOIF2 SEPTCF AFFR FACO AT | Foes, JFqolfad TS FACE, @6
OFfB 7 T IS I S W I, ©iF wifw e @B reafer, s, Forewamen We
@les a3 IR =

TCE, 2EICT OB Jooid s @ifed AR FeaF 22w e, widie A= i (prophetic
dream) (& AR 229 FAEH IR OF A2 FACO APE JFT0IHF QGO 4T I WSWd
Aghos Afpae RETT 1 4% Fa7 FIE (@ I @Sl ¢ TEeFoR T G 7w fofes
7% &% T A IECE O o (¢IFd iee SRaeas ot e | 4w 999 Fed @ifes At
UG ([ARIF FIF NG Fams 9141 e (AT TFe T afosy 9 b2, Tht Tead
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(mesmerism), ‘2FCE5’ 9, (efete WFw@ TATAE2 WHRF ToTed FAw ATANGY 2T
J2F 40 20O | Vanessa Dickerson @2 Gaew ferites -

“Women who more easily entered into mesmerism and spiritualism were regarded as

being more open to “higher truths” than men; they were hailed for being more open to
spiritual knowledge. The angel in the house could be a powerful conduit for the
spirituality, the mystery, and the supernaturalism that the age craved but science

discredited.”®
B FFCIAL TN SEF0 M 2o ¥ TF NG @& A1, [Revwe wi1ifze T,
HTGICST A ARG FACS AT A0 N I T© [ AEFO! O i 99gH A Wi
3fr® (W1 Anna Brecke foTo(&s -
“In supernatural domestic fiction, female characters often act as conduits by creating
an opportunity for spirits or prophetic dreams to enter home-spaces.””
Brecke SCAT feT<tee -

“The conditions of femaleness, a less developed intellect and a passive body, allow her

to be the conduit through which the prophetic dream is introduced into the house,

setting the events of the dream in motion... In each case the presence of a new female

body acting as a conduit disrupts a functioning homespace.”8
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“And the value of dreams for giving us knowledge of the future? There is of course no

question of that ... It would be truer to say instead that they give us knowledge of the
past. For dreams are derived from the past in every sense. Nevertheless the ancient
belief that dreams foretell the future is not wholly devoid of truth. By picturing our
wishes as fulfilled, dreams are after all leading us into the future. But this future, which

the dreamer pictures as the present, has been moulded by his indestructible wish into a
790b

perfect likeness of the past.
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“The claims of our own language it is hardly necessary to recapitulate. It stands pre-

eminent even among the languages of the West ... It may safely be said, that the
literature now extant in that language is of far greater value than all the literature which
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three hundred years ago was extant in all the languages of the world together ...
Whether we look at the intrinsic value of our literature, or at the particular situation of
this country, we shall see the strongest reason to think that, of all foreign tongues, the
English tongue is that which would be the most useful to our native subjects ... The
literature of England is now more valuable than that of classical antiquity. I doubt
whether the Sanscrit literature be as valuable as that of our Saxon and Norman

progenitors. In some departments, — in history, for example, I am certain that it is

U
much less so.”
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