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Abstract

The Bengal Famine of 1943, one of the most devastating human tragedies of
colonial India, left a deep scar on the collective psyche of Bengal. Tarashankar
Bandyopadhyay’s novel Manvantar (The Famine) stands as a powerful literary
testimony to this catastrophe, capturing the agony, exploitation, and resilience
of the subaltern masses. Through vivid portrayal of hunger, death, and social
disintegration, the novel not only documents the famine’s immediate impact
but also critiques the exploitative structures of colonial rule, feudal
oppression, and capitalist greed that worsened the crisis. By giving voice to
the silenced and marginalized, Bandyopadhyay transforms the famine from a
historical event into a human experience of suffering and survival. Thus,
Manvantar becomes both a social document and a political critique,
emphasizing the plight of the oppressed and questioning the moral failures of
society during one of Bengal’s darkest chapters.
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“On the 16™ October, 1943, The Statesman published a note stating that over 100,000

destitutes had assembled in Calcutta of whom 60,000 were being fed daily at 220 free
kitchens run in Calcutta by private organization who either get cooked food from
government kitchens (over 16000 meals per day) or take supplies through the Relief
control officer, Calcutta, at subsidy rates. About 30000 more, according of the same

newspaper, were being maintained by other private Organization which did not receive

any help from the Government in any way.”"
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