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Abstract

In post-independence India, the issues related to the development of the tribes
have been evolved into one of the country's most complex and multifaceted
challenges. At its core lay the dilemma of integrating tribal communities into
the national mainstream while preserving their distinct identity and cultural
heritage. During the colonial period, the deliberate isolation of tribal groups
was largely driven by political motives. In contrast, independent India, through
its Constitution and various Five-Year Plans, envisioned economic and
political uplifiment for the tribal population. To address tribal concerns,
several practical measures were undertaken, such as the implementation of
land rights, agricultural development, amendments to forest conservation
laws, provision of healthcare, industrialization in tribal areas, and
improvement of transportation infrastructure. However, the effectiveness and
outcomes of these efforts remain subjects of deep analysis and debate. Another
key issue was the tendency of post-independence policy makers to club Dalits
and tribals under a single category for policy formulation. However, it is
essential to recognize that tribals and Dalits are fundamentally different in
many respects — socially, historically, and culturally. Understanding the
place of tribal communities in post-independence India requires a careful
examination of the contemporaneous debates that shaped such policies.
Globally, the lifestyle and cultural identity of indigenous peoples have been
subjects of significant disagreement and discourse. In India too, two major
ideological perspectives emerged regarding the role and integration of tribal
communities within the broader society. One perspective advocated for
granting tribals the right to live independently, with autonomous control over
their traditional territories, free from external interference. The opposing view
emphasized rapid assimilation of tribal communities into the broader socio-
economic fabric of Indian society - even if it meant the erosion or eventual
disappearance of tribal ways of life. According to this view, such assimilation
should be welcomed as a sign of ‘progress’. Jawaharlal Nehru, however, took
a more nuanced stance. Through his policy of ‘Panchsheel’, he opposed forced
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assimilation and instead encouraged the organic growth of tribal communities
in accordance with their innate creative capacities. His vision was to ensure
tribal development in a democratic and culturally sensitive manner, enabling
them to rise from backwardness without compromising their identity and
traditions. This article presents a comprehensive review of these issues and
perspectives, shedding light on the evolving approaches to tribal integration
and development in post-independence India.

Discussion

SIOR WA T FRLITT FeHRe @ TARALT 2FCHA FETA AT A Sfowwe! e FRfeH
ol (@ie for At [tz 61 fost 711 GBIt WR=IR WA @2 gt e wive oy ¢ ©iF
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“The solution of problem would appear to be to create Self-Governing tribal areas with
7’)

free power of self-determination in regard to surrounding or adjacent provincial units.
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Philosophy for NEFA, The Aboriginals, Issues in Tribal Policy Making, For The Tribal way, The Tribal
People of India, A New Deal for Tribal India, The Baiga 2@%, i @3 ggefe ser wifvast e
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Contact) SRR QRALEICS T2 IR0 | & T 6 S The Aboriginals 233 S s fercites,
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PEMREE 3R Adviser for Tribal Affairs 2RRE | ARSI SE (T2F FAFEHE FAGNES S
Fa GIRIPe 2@RER | 98ifS 9% The Report of The Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribes
Commission (1960-61) @3 I FHFE R ©. @F3q | AMAANTE STIEE (FC@ (SRARF QT3
FOFFACIT Afece ORI e | 9IF &y ST Frefs foapiie FRaaats aaes @
ol il ae o Fog Soifra afedr F e | o2 Safrar: Sfe—isiar e JEfs
QRIS (AR A2 QIRA-T FAE A0 TG FCE | FIR FIRIE AR @13, Soret anes, o
2 01 PG AR A GR IRCEAR @A RFS AR AT 1S (D A A (e
RIS 00! IR AR T ©©L Wore] T Fofe] T efpr w1 of R w1 it wpreieqiet =<k fRiefzr
T 20T 1 3505 T OFe FIFIER IR €2 AT A AHEPT SAE Jroftas 28[ Wz |
SR SRR TR ACS AR (FIA AW 71 A, Ol Ao ey atafes, A ¢ Aeghes
T Toma G Sorfq Face #IT O T o s58y AT Fogwad fAifes sudae wfaw
foer 1°

AT e e Tenfo AFe ¢ FRA@E 99 FE e T @R | FiFeTo!
ST OITORI TS Seioes (T B (e ™I fea a4 gfs gize Fia s a3 gizes
SR, GEiemd TSI A6 ST e 2 G SR [eerd Geisa T9R Sevreid F9w
ARCOTNE IS LTS I YR EIRIE (FIE! IZRNTS O GRANAR KR TCHA FAH ALFR AFE
1 o GRS 29, TS SUreliG T8I SReRl e AfiiTer smeifema Esf{ wgs F70e
2@ | 9 o FE0e PN AW Terer SRA4E! % 20 I’ ©rF 15tdd g (73 T ©IF F© TS
2R, @ P61 SImd THfox’ a1 1° 35 AR slsifzam S e Aiena a2 [EaneE
eFged T 9 | IR 2 el sRimar Mwe “FRss wivke aws Tife @ w22
(ORIE Ge2q 2w G e feee aak @ e ff i T%03y 0, “Integration was not possible
without political and spiritual equality’.” SFWcE Roide ToMTe ST FCF TS o1 v, &
Qe ©Ita 999 A8 (Thakkar Bappa) I *fafos fewer | CNARFR IETR Tomed Seeifoe '@
fof Sfafet q2g «tq AT T IS FET G2 S GFTFOIE SO VA SHACT FICS AN
] TP IR | SIS ITN THFS Aoflag (I ANS) SfF B3R «F Toge Swizad |
MR GRAE T AA-AF A IS A A Teet ol o arzet T, 9 S (A TG
QiR Jfoes 0@ (o & o e TR TNGER! $F I0E | O@ T OFced o ALFwal
CERFAS (TR 6 NoIeds e T @R fof Jeer, eiaw vieft Sl saearer S @«
SRR AT A T, ACE e T A, WS @ ENRAER 41 Q| Seeifoms +0F b
ANTE, AR TGS WAWMR IREOIR (F WM T e ool APce (e T A
QS T (S AT AW B AT A GIFANER TS, (el AT ZFoMR SN Sferw
(1R | IS SR S BT AR R WIS 77, FHOS T 1 R o vl weqaidl, vrrsd W
et SEPTR oitrR el S (redl, ik ol AfReeiter Fefie fa-afefaas wfedts sima
A T4 (TRPa o dfbs g1 e 1 @7 T aaifoms ANGs-egios Ar«ifaea 78 2@
AR 1 A fof T Faces @, Fofle AfeetnE W 92t vace (el T O AEeced
WA GO GG &, Tl @ TN WKFH FCH S SR HIX© IFAE | GF T S AN
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ITGAMI SIS TS A WA (B G ANTT BT (BT |

UE TFATE G (ACF AT GO A CFE (2T O [T Aafore e Sitad
ey viegfe ¢ afey wepica sdefarena Safe Fffoe e ouireET | amarsios s fmw
e QLo Sae e e At fof e Swawers |

“But while Nehru was anxious to pull the tribal people up from their state of

backwardness, he wanted to ensure that they should develop in ‘their own special way’
and ‘democratically accordingly to their own culture and tradition’. Nehru was so
deeply interested in the welfare of the tribal people that he did not wish in any way to

impose upon them the same type of growth which may be adopted by the rest of India.”*
S5¢2 A T feics @@ ‘Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled Areas’ FTFIAGE AREF LTI
‘The Tribal Folk f¥e R Igor AMAFTE SO/ T¥ee T G2 OIRCSA S FRAET
G AT @ ASIiET 0 O AP FCE | (T2 A OIer WAt f[Ene Some e ol
0T, W@y 8 qEE WHS OIe N0 ARCZ AT, AR LR ¢ HIeQeass FogLia, A
OISR Ao gy @fogy 7 w1R fofy wifraims fery icgfe ¢ SRR ieawae Tevfze w41 Sfvw
I T FERE 1 T8 Faeifaam smeifoma adwe afsHfy smee Fie Jor 149 98 I=9 4@ ool
TGO B9 SR SefibiA @ A& Wb PRI Gl 4T O (02 SIF I (¥, SAd
8oq 57, PRI € A FAFSRE IeqF @OIE AWM i Arpma 87F (RIS
wizelr e w01 v [fen ovm o e 96 TG *Mw gFIe | T3 ofte fowe a1 2
GeEifeme &fe (w3 f[pitas gigef qil T, o fof IaeH (Humanity) F1 T 1° SIKE S
28 OITOR GRS A AT e Aeghod qarerer K e w03 I @, ifil *Ifere 23
T4 I By 9B AR T, S T2 (08 MR A FO01 Sfar SmaAce oime ey afeyfs A
T TR M FACS AR OTE 8O e e SRR Aafe i fate’ 0 @
TAETerR SAfeafrce fof st wnid «bfh Gifere e N Seam Soey T 5T WERT, Il
sigeer JI ~Affoe | fFgh! Afawifere wta 2ae (TEF R A8 GRIR ToM(FE Q7 FCARCE |
IfrRT ¢ Siwe Saae fae e qael tofi Face (reF @ GREE 79 deifie TrfeeEd of fef

“My ideas were not clear at all, but I felt that we should avoid two extreme courses:

one was to treat them as anthropological specimens for study and the other was to allow
them to be engulfed by the masses of Indian humanity. These reactions were instinctive
and not based on any knowledge or experience. Later, in considering various aspects

of these problems and in discussing them with those who knew much more than I did,

and more specially with Verrier Elwin, more definite ideas took shape in my mind.”

ST OIS AFTEICS Tefots wgH et swrgeld oyl A, ©i AR Io1 (Bl
AACETDN T4 AT, ACS SR TEifome 8od Sfqared doRelits Trws [Remd s a3
2T AR ARFHIT TSYS WA TR #i66 g zo*—

5) TEIfeR O ey ed ¢ (M8 SR [ = Fce #Ait G712 e Torw es 2631 ToF (@
@I g (@19 I ©IM @9 B Meql A =1 AT AT IBis Frems siRae ¢ dfsgy
TP T TSI A T 2@ 1 QU@ TRFRE AGTS TLAZ LW FACS 20 |
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Geee eeR el wAifen e yreld fREe ¢ s F9re =26
©) THEIfoma THfed CF@ OIMd N4 (A2 @ e e e oime IR & e Saxes
IE YT Fa00 21 A TR AP GAFE ARE (AF [ERE® G TS A | O FAR
(Al PEFee 2 R0 (AE [edae S i sifes Fce 2@ |
8) TEIfeta 82 &S Tfbere! FHcerend Az FACe 201 | AR T 827 qfsfae 1
FAO! LRI 7 FE O ANGS ¢ AFlos eifcvmeler Tgm Fie Face 203 |
@) ST AFEa RISl ARPRE q SdgEd wAfae w@ (o 7@ a1 SfvRims S
@09 BRI (R Bl U W AT ©f FopP WBI2 7@ [

TGS (LR A Ao ML AT T SGIFa9l F P S AR Ferell 5t
A (0T GO1 “TF TS (7] | SR (IO A2 B o i feet R weicea et ements
TGE TSR NoF Tay; FoTo [ROda it MRS Tefs qAFIafrs s Te 5T S
ToE fted | QIR FRITOF At ORred AW Ag4ifs IMT™ &AW ¢ TN IT IT AT (o O3
ez AN 30 | f[F8 @3 Nfog IBRT FANCT CF@ T @6 441 2108 | gie Nfoq Afawg ¢
VAT T GF6! [T T (AF AW, T APON I 002 FNAONGF G0 | WA LT
fTge Qe A eieTedl oite S AR[ee Jreimes T srerd Swfee | (12 7 fvaet wiece
TR @ AR ArS T PIMIE, TEWE 8 TS | A SReitemd JrEa a3 ek T
25 RBIEE WO | ST AR W & W GqF Act ~AfRoe 1 AP Geerer) &y A roma
S 5@ AR [FCa (@ A3 AR O FHS FeqTe (R, TCE G T[WEF 8 TASomd So=n
BEECR G | (T2 A0 qg e A ©d Pitga wo eid Sitid S gite She Al I Grelg |
TreAE IS, AGATST (Fol T I-FFHATE TS HIard AP TS Tore Qe i | A
(T2 TS I 8 IS MR 821 Teeifoma Bapfe afva & 2@z | &N 2RI, oo 2ife
R SRR SR A AR seeifemE I @ifdE AeFs 5N F 4R I | S
TGS TS I Gy @ et PG 10T TR | (12 FOF ToER B (AN ISR 0ot
R 2TS (T | ORI 4, eI i, SIS S Ao FRreiFelR (@ Taeifota ST
@GP oM oiw @Rl AR (ol I Gt Teed dafebme Fa Wi 1 T AgEe fFEeiis
i @3 TS JEel Y (e AT (@ I wEE 93 afebflr 2o e e
i &N AfRAToma nEFe ¥ | SHed Aol AASSIEF AN @I @i Aeaafes
fofer esm o ARMIB o dfes Far @ F© g ©f TCG2 TN | FoTS, SIRFART
=T RS TEes @ OHred ro! (e TIHITE 2@ Swofl ©f Yreid & I 1 Fe @
A fod IREIRCTA (0 (AT GR0TH TN G2 A 7ot (@ TR @ Foiel] e 7l ey,
FIR G T gigeln FACSIFI Sefoms Afes ¢ qdtafos wgq i swgad 2@
Gﬁl@?@@ﬁm)bSOW The Aboriginals &t 2J1*® 71 (7R YiZefice =1 2 @, ¥y
BRI (T AR ARAGEE @O ATCGE Ice WL (A @ WA ey F3eT (AT Teifoma
RS TSI, WMI-FW, eFho ergfon rpsel D@ AL 7§ | IGL Teifoma @B J1 bl
B a9 gowa g 2o Town | FfE, s T o= (S GF TCAD A 6 [l
A2 fHifFe 2@ Ore Tdfie TEEfema (@ICT Frome T T Ewa Ao GFI I (F, OE @3
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TSITSME FoF ARG @7 | e AIISIFIE G2 8 (TRF U2 KFCAF AN (AT ACF G0 FAIIRA
TfereE WM TG TP e MR a2l Feafeem 1*° o G3ea I 92 Tome e
Toerel fofes [fen Togim @ e $o™ 39, ie®m TN TEMIF 0F T S TSI 10T
@08 | f30e FIF 3] WD TSME “Curio-hunting” @32 “‘Unbalanced Romantic concern for Tribals’
01 g A 10 AMe ARG TAWIBI I W S T ©8 OfF ! AR MK TR
fog seorel et | O T 2eAT SaePice JiG* oo ¢ wfeereons A s=jdwhee wpmd 41
77 faforcere fonfs ©® a— queia, ez ¢ sfemt foafbrea TaRife Tem et 201 oot f&fex
AR AER #ATDA @ wiR ATt AR SCH T WAIR FOHN NS ¢ ANGS IALIRNCT
fafen oI =foaz T °¢ TR 3 ¢ s s @REke DedRr 8 ek TEeEd
Qo) JE A =W 1 O HIY T AIFE PG FLAN (T 8 TEAAWT JAA! (S5¢8-
Y5Y0) mcﬁw (Sampurnanand) 93 TSV FCENHAN FC M, -

“Our constitution is a miserable failure. The spirit of Indian Culture has not breathed

in it ... It is just a piece of legislation, like say, the Motor Vehicle Act.”

S TS IS OIACe e L7l nfere ¢ WmAHIma @Fofea &y T Al
TR | T8 @ble I AT (@ WU 8 AleTodl FUNE IF T, AHFIH AT | SIS
HOMR Aeioce afsffires v aferedl AEtIfes 8 atafes e (F fame 550l afsfre
IS ARTES AR (1R e (A0F s 27, I SO TS AGHINed @GR SHcd @l
“Afevifere 231 efeiatea Aty s9ed-u8 e e Afes TeD A Winasime 72 493 I AT
R TG THfIR TR eae faas 2ear sime ez ol vkans afsfis sare -iwf | v
TEGIfeMa W4 T 28 (@Rt | SfowE aevfama vy g&r@z ™ (Yudhisthir Mishra)
TEGITOME PR (AF OF TS A, K fofers ao=ifaam e Tiem »itd ol ok T Fea I,
Geeiiedl el S 91 sdsifaam eime afefifag a0 @2 oime wfveE o AR wikg o3
AT &N PG SIF ‘Writing the Adivasi : Some historiographical notes’ &CF UF2 ToI® (et
@ IEE @, -
“TIrd AU o Tifs W s TeEifere «d TN O BfEe I,
TARCATE TR AE IR o wiitgd i (20w | Twzad ¥HA I TS wel
AEANSF O AfeT® YR FHAATE G2 THAYS IR | AT ECA FI6feA
E CIOE A SId N+ 2REbAR At 8 |ifasiy Ae Siebar a3
YR I FCACR | 58 IFOATE feTs ¢ AMIAATAR QoAFNES |G (4l A (@,
ATSTER D@ FTICF G 9 Y2 MR MK Ag® AL KAy | F2ereid #1es
GIE Aot @A afslafey TR oF@ deE@d  orwafs, aifasi e
FRGHIR AW 17
T SN SR A AdAfHTm T4 TFaile P Yold MW FEd I i3 | fsfq @it e, -

“You can’t teach democracy to Tribals. You need to learn democratic values from
21798

them...we do not have any right to impose our beliefs and beliefs on them.
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MEFAN SY O IR & 2P ol do Tl R F1 27 1 AR ¢ TSGR ey et
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R) faSi IR ARTEA (S5eL & - Soby ) : AT ~TFFAT Sy THTS (A2 Tor “Afadgae
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RfEIeR 20 *ei | ARTRT-ACN ¢ ANGEE AFHT G I I A TG Q- *ToieH 8
Sb ¥ | THME AR GT30a IA ATt 8voo (FID B, B3 Iqwa “ifdwiet fzet 8voo @B
B I 2i3Tet G A AN 23¢o @IS Bt wiw q@Twd sifewiet i@ 3800 @IS B
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