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Abstract

Riddles in the Kurukh language represent a vibrant form of oral tradition that
reflects the intellectual, cultural, and social life of the Oraon community. As
an indigenous genre of folklore, Kurukh riddles encapsulate a wide range of
themes drawn from nature, daily life, agriculture, rituals, mythology, and
human relationships. Their diversity lies not only in subject matter but also in
structure and style— some are metaphorical, some allegorical, while others
are playful or humorous in tone. These riddles often employ symbolic imagery
from the natural environment, such as trees, rivers, animals, and celestial
bodies, alongside references to domestic and communal activities. Through
this symbolic play, riddles serve multiple purposes: they entertain, educate,
preserve traditional knowledge, and strengthen community bonding. The study
of themes and diversity in Kurukh riddles highlights how indigenous wisdom
is encoded in language, ensuring cultural continuity across generations while
also offering insights into the community’s worldview, ecological
consciousness, and moral values.
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<) Onta kukkos kundras, khane car thur khedd ra’aca, jokh menjas, khane end khedd manja, pacgi
manjas, khane mund khedd manja. Al-khadd.

ATV : GFTH TR B ~11 o, I 20 G2 - T, JF TR 6 ~A-SAAR =1 G

Teq ; WE |

I : @2 «fifS TR T oy AR et N 9 (AR | e sgn e g wel$ ¢y,
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¥) Ort bél kukkos endran hé mala sahdas. Né hékdas? Khann.

QG AG@ ©fe AN TFAE 7L FACS 2T 71 (7 (?

Teq: (514
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R, it fags iyt : MR TR T TR Gk ¢ *€Ed o oRkarn @ @iy @it 2o o
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) Konkro bonkro dasse bhair argeé kukk mala dara kiilnii bai ra'i. Kakro.
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¥) Alarin 1r1 ki balin muci. Ghungh.
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&7 : Y |

P ; M L 7 o (@A TG AT A, O (3 ©IF ([ (96 Gl e, 5% @
ViFSl IF I ST ool | @3 4i4ifS Gmele s f@wed qeey Srreaet |
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¥) Cughui Cughui congna kukk maiya fudna atkha kitan. N& akh'i? Nerr.

VA A AR TR Sl wAret; (FC S 71 s F @R 1 Gt [

Teq : A7 (I
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<) Ek’am ali ontadim khadnum paccf; endr tali? Kéra Mann

IR : GFG T QSO TSCTF & (7 | ol &2

Teq ; TR

PGt : @ LG AN LG HHF LSRN (@A AR | AR ST QIR IFRIRE Tl (7 |

) khotka khast, merkha tard mén 1r1. Khess nara.
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) Ujjo biri onta name, pitkanti sahasr name. Endr tali? Bas

IR : ([0 APTS GF6 TN, FAH 2T WCAPESTA T | @57 F?

TR : qelR
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¥) Onta mann ni bagrkadim bagrka. — Korn;d.

IR ; @35 =MeR el =i el 1 @bt Fi?

&Y : FAGS! A FIANB! AT |

JIGP : A& *IRA AreletE e, GRE 8 AFS AE — A \ATS AF0! (bEfed Weol | el o=
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8. &Ffe wore Ry «iqh: foaee egfe WA SiRkate | s, o[, 7, (9 ¢ AFCR TS aFfod
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<) Pandrah bhair ra’acar, ar gusan onta asma ra’aca, adin cauda bhair ugin koca mokhar dara kohasge
phin sausem cicar, endra talt? Cando.

FRAIIM: ~TTICH DR FIR GF6 W@ T f2a | @B G O fiee 6 (4 @ed 278 I8 °RE™
TS @D e @eT T @t [

Teq : v |

JG : @B 44 Bira FoARAE 2o I 1 AItF O W Bitad AR e (sffefs #16®) 1 “=Itht ooiwe
IR’ W SN (TF AN S 38 ey, 47 b &ed F I¢ =W | IC SIRAR TS A{AIGIE WA
T — @2 9B AffdE pWTE @RIF, T4 bW iEge =31 widfie, 38 TR W v Aiw &iea @
aw3, 758 seow T 21f st Bfers =311

¢. TR Kwe : A6 ArofeT GRE @R TG IR IR el Fr opeey diar tofd
IEAR | GAGWH T AR JNAR ToF qoe IR0 4F B (e & -

%) Kald birt khaikT kat, bar'o birt dhirdhirki bar'1. Endr tali? Arf.

@7 &S AN S, {319 797 (os— @B F?

Teq : TEig (FE)

It : T ACe ASAF M TG S AE | T O@ @ 9O T ¢ fore A gi«ifs
FRIG! A ZCES TS FAFE 8 FAVET GF TOIF Al IQRR | €23 FF [ 7l IR, TqeEd
Qe 0, A (o ST I QeI O o AT IR

¥) Onta puap ulla bir bithrari, makha biri domphi’l. Kulla.

FRGEM : GFT6 o1 MEAREA (IO, ATSF @A @ A1 451 F?

Teq ; Tl |

TP : TS FOEG ACOT (PG ¢ YW IR 1 G L4 RO e GIRAE PR SAMICTT TATR
AP A AACR |

%) Ort kukoe ir'rT nippi k1 colla nii ukki ra'T. Ender? Bagarka.
S5 (CH Ol A6 (e el wiww e e e 5o T oF 2
Teq : fowel |

Page 511 of 515


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - iv, October 2025, TIRJ/ October 2025/article - 60

Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 507 - 515

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

PP QLT Dl (R AN Qo A 2R | (NEE (@ ©IF 99 S S ARH I AN
T (R (0 (77 | O (ol fowrfie Suagitet pet SN (A0S (e o€ Ao 2 aFe @3 efew
e 1 @fS @3B TAFIF T Al @A WA [SfepTe GRS el FE 91 TR |

¥) Urmi piipanti ekda sobhi't? Kicri.

q F & Qe T e 71 FoeE 29 TAR?

Teq ; (I

P : o1 AFhod EIMER AT | NFAF CIVANGS FCH (I O (oI | ©IZ (ATIFCS PR ot
T T QAR | A G, AFoT ¢ Fered ddm®, T WA AN FEH G e B
1 O3 93 IR (AMPCE FER QIR A8 SHIAWR A4l TR | A AwlFe! 8 ARG qoiEe
AL |

Y, AT RS i ;A1 worcen @ifelb &fifim did qiwes @i Seifaee Svime 2o AWy 4y 2ol
1A el G IR ACS AR | IR CHFAS 93 qF2 [ 1 7R A ey &ffel G &y 4y a2l
FE@ A1 IR T (SIG [FEART @il | AR SifereR Mo NEA A, S Ao IR @
T R ol Aife w<gias [Raafbe sy s T3 |

<) Chipi chipt amm nii giso6 inj0 ufrarT. Tatkha.

S FEE PG T Q6! HIGT A2 ROFs FAC2 | GBI FI?

Teq ; 9Oy

PGt : A A A (@G (A TR TS ORJF AR TGN I AR Areis s $vE qeivel
3@, 5% w9 o Wi @b’ s oft gfEeta o3 fs afea w91 TER eEs e wret
Ty ItR I o A

Q) Mokharo khast gahi pandrii ahra. Adin akhdar? Masi.

JFIC QoS AW [ |

ey ; [AofE e |

Y : e T sasma A S @6 [em Tomi | TR @ et areR RS Tt 92id
T A AW W@ JoIEF Sreeh (@ e A F4 =¥, EIfoe @B vE g tofi 1 @B it
JRET @R FIEN, TG (TOCF G AW 06T | O3 2@ GRS I Qe a7 footad ag=iE
AW -G AL Gl T4 CAC2 | AN HF 8 I Afoeee! (AF AN TR 4t aipfers |

) Ula ahra bahri potta. —Mora.
FHRM : fooca T, B ARG 1 9B F1?

QY ; BT (oG |
JRY ;TS W' 00 QR BRCR B, A AW — WEd o1 *ifeq T3 | AR epfe’ 2e
BIGETR oG |
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q, TMT B R 4 : Sfvasive @ ¢ segfors Tve @9 @y (IR SHME 77, IR oI
e e, 47 ACR-SPIE @F wwgs)d @t | g, 2% (ors e tofy ww) ot afsfa @,
T, AT, WD f6edl (e Sraeay fve 09 1| GOIR TME B SInd Megloss #Ifapd ¢ AwiEs
QAT AT S AT A& W FANY W, ¥ A0 8 ANEF HeFB & F | IqF
T3 TGS FER0 I Qe 41 T -

F) Ort kukkos koha saungia, khob jor uiyu alarin hé patkadas. Né taldas? Bor’e.

OF YW (A >SN, o771, IR T[AWME FCAPS I @1 (T (&F7?

ey : A (9T 4T ™)

It : 93 I FOARE IECS @RI ZTRCR IACE | T W AT O (A8, 93 O (@1
T | I FRACE A NGRS, Y 20 AT, SISy AR, GNH{F AHea8 TR (@0 A | QI
@3B Fu AR (M) TG J2& A >l A “Hifere F7 ORG F9F O Q& <& TR |
oS ToFarel frErae ¢l T

¥) Nanna paddanii cic lagya, nanna paddand mojkha ou'l, nanna paddanii gohar nannar. Endr tali?

Hukka.
PAREM ;T Al GF AW, (A S AES AT, A 2352 AT GO AT | I I g
Teq ; 9

T : SR TAE A O TR T () | T (FE B (7, 4] S SR @
T R T OF I e caif =TT 1 @ 4R RCFE 107 @ IR TH DT R |

v. IR 6 Py eFw : W QR T QRS 9R e @ SResRw TR o 9 AW 1 FE
AR T GACIBE M2 G ¢ Psfas g e ebem awe ) easma diiefm Tge avm @
fog 4l e @RI PR w3z fie T@Hiife feear Somr

F) Ort kukkos pairi birim duban mandas, kukk cappd biri urkhdas. Endr rai? Osgi.

FHRM : 9FT6 (R0 A TR T, o0 AR @ A 1 @B e

Teq : FGTER e |

Y : =Te e &N 517 T I e Wow (SO (BICF, PICS AN WF (L AR 11 5 <7 7
A7 G (AP TG Q0 (0T SR (R AR 1 QI Feee el @32 IFCHR oot wmod Qe
41 AR |

¥) Ula kukk dara maTya panjra, adi malya &ra potta. Carkha.

IRRM : TR (T, AR IR, TTwC G712 sfecas ez qfar1 aft F?

Teq ; 533 |

;9B i SEE SO 1 T FeCe HERR & e weef, @t foera 2w 1 sifer FeCS
B MR FIACANE (@I ZRCE, A ATSTER TCO! (4TS | Q2T TEEE 2@ ret, 7 (13 Afeaa
G A AT | DI G GIF6 (A7 e FHA T FCACE |
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) Kiyya thathra, mafya ho thathra, maj’hinii nali mokhara Pathrii. KicrT essna dongi.

IR ; 06 0ol BIBIE, TATa 0o BIBIE, NI @6 2ot gebigfs a1 «@ff i

Teq ; ©ited 34 (spool) |

JIRP : 2T SICod FIIHCE TN NG TABIoT F1 AACZ | OO Ao @ THTEd S A A
JHF CSf¥ BB A | MR 47 Twaifers IR (spool) T (R, 0% @ =1 306 @I |

¥) Khacka kankantl amm pajhrar'1. K6lha.

I IO (AF TER A @ 1 @I P2

ez : coemaife

Y : (S AV (SR T ARANS FIIR (o 27 1 WIa (@O &3e b1 tofd o e (e, foa
o) (AT (9 (@9 T T 1 O3 W FIO (AF T AT FATE AR AF0 GFFA WD AT
Afae &S | «i4ifs @R, TSR Tre @ gtk 20 A1 «ft WY ¢ FER T T

®) Onta alas tanghai al6 ni cic lagabacas dara alkhdas: akkii engagé dhiba khakhrs. —Kumb'har.
@AM ;e fafeeig wes i, @t (@RET CET— 939 @ B o[ oF (2

Ted : I

I : FWR II6! NHoF GG o F@ O (OAR & et ¢ 1 IFY, (TR #@8 o
IFEE TARN 2 932 (1 ©f [fs Face @ ot SRefefes i, a1 wee Gifcem it
FIEE ATAEE G 4 |

>. IME R 44l : <fag @ [eiw ora 2= Iwe fa afbe gian ) smice fafeg Bevw, wioe At
M Iz IMRE 4T o TAWE 2@ €W 1 O3 ISTEiTe AMAET AR, %, I fFedl
RFEE T A AT TG AP T4 2 |

F) Ort kukkosin paknar khane oikhdas, kidnar khane chachem ra'adas. Endr tali? Dhak.

@ T fooda R, €3 e §oist — & @12

©eq : (T |

Y o @3B awEE 1 72 @fs Tiftre (@die w@) A, O @ IE W F@ 9 Fg T4 @6
a5t @ 9 AT, O Gt @@ S — A eI I 1 QA U FAF JEAT (I
(FGA T ASICAIR TRZR (Sl GRS (RS WG TGIZS GG A (@R 2R |

vo, fafay :

<) Nin isanim ra'a, &n raji kudda kadan’. Enng N& ba't? Cambi.

i QI [, @f gt (72t Aife— 9 & IET?

Teq : “mibe

P ; T TF 2B, O ©IF S Bz Wbre g WeE O 1w (g e BE wbres site
e 1 i @ ¢ fofbrza wrdfre dimer o1 G 5o A7, S @ IR @2 i« gm-wE-afon
wfe el 72 |
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¥) Onta pip ulla birt dolkh dolkhi, makha birt bindri'i. Endr rai? Pitri.
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¥) Belas gahi barchan né dhara'a ongo? Cic.
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