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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore was a 20th-century Indian thinker who discussed many
subjects in his writings, including the environment. This essay will focus on the
relationship between nature and humanity in Tagore's philosophy and will
discuss the ideal role for humans in this relationship. Although he extensively
discussed nature in his stories, novels, essays, plays and songs, this essay will
primarily limit its discussion to his environmental essays due to space
constraints. The discussion will explore the extent to which his views on
environmental issues align with those of environmental ethicists, as well as
whether the environmental philosophy found in Vedic literature had any
influence on him. Furthermore, it will shed light on how Tagore's ideas about
the environment can guide us in solving the environmental problems the entire
world faces today.
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“Some years ago, when I set out from Calcutta on my voyage to Japan, the first thing

that shocked me, with a sense of personal injury, was the ruthless intrusion of the
factories for making gunny-bags on both banks of the Ganges. The blow it gave to me
was owing to the precious memory of the days of my boyhood, when the scenery of
this river was the only great thing near my birthplace reminding me of the existence of
a world which had its direct communication with our innermost spirit.”” (Tagore 115-

116)™
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