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Abstract

This paper critically examines the editorial approach to the Buddhist text
Sadhanmala with a focus on its publication history, manuscript sources, and
the principles guiding its modern edition. Drawing upon Binayatosh
Bhattacharya’s pioneering two-volume edition, the study highlights how a
corpus of nearly three hundred Buddhist ritual manuals and iconographic texts
was consolidated to form a foundational source for the study of Vajrayana
Buddhism and Indo-Tibetan iconography. The paper first clarifies the
theoretical basis of ‘editing’ within Indian philological traditions, showing
how etymology and textual criticism intersect to produce a ‘standard’ or
‘critical’ reading of a text. It then outlines the provenance of Sadhanamala:
manuscripts held in the Asiatic Society of Bengal, the Central Library of
Baroda, and the National Archives of Kathmandu. The study emphasizes the
fragmentary nature of these manuscripts, their varying scripts, and the
necessity of collating incomplete or late copies to recover earlier readings.
Special attention is given to Bhattacharya’s editorial method—his decisions
on variant readings, orthography, and ritual descriptions—and how these
choices shaped the presentation of Vajrayana deities such as Tara,
Avalokitesvara, and Hevajra. The paper also situates Sadhanamala within the
larger framework of Buddhist ritual and iconography, showing how it reflects
a living tradition of visualization, mantra, and mudra practices that
transcended regional boundaries from Bengal to Nepal and Tibet. By
reconstructing the text’s historical layers, the paper underscores its value not
only as a compendium of tantric rituals but also as a document of social,
artistic, and theological exchange in medieval South Asia. Finally, the study
argues that understanding the editorial history of Sadhanamala is essential for
future scholarship on Buddhist art, as critical editions provide the foundation
for iconographic identification and ritual interpretation. This paper thus
contributes both to textual studies and to the broader field of South Asian
religious and cultural history.

Page 574 of 580


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive
https://tirj.org.in/tirj
mailto:editor@tirj.org.in
mailto:mallickshreyasi123@gmail.com

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - v, Issue - iv, October 2025, TIRJ/ October 2025/article - 68

Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 574 - 580

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Discussion
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Developmental Editing 3#1 23 1° TSFTOIHG o1 Fferlel (AR Tl 2fA5ETF F6 To7 (KIS
ol qETce At worfsd smefome e e | agel o, s, e ¢ FfelbrEa Afow
e [hee s e ot foq ¢ S s, aceaE Jeenye, ueTg [fgm cae s
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Af5R IR ASA | T T TR (FG ©, SEHR @6 2fed Soa oq e | 4fRelis A,
B, C, N, Ab, Ba, Na, Nb «itxl fofese w1 zwar 1 gem e Yaed sfdefeg Aewe Idq am @
sffem AAfew, TRy e, FAeawagE SEie 2w 9%, A AR - @t @3 s 2 2wie are
PR A g, TR Wed @R 2l Wi | @fe Afere oite vl F T e At IR« fb
oo EITEG e @@ieT RNt AP W2 Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit MSS in the
Government collection, vol. 1 &3 g | 9%, B 74 - «ff syve @ ffwe | 7T «ff @fge
e 2o 4 etz 1 SRS R 26w e et @R gEes B AR qwE ) 97
TG @ FESTS Tge Al “hedt ¢tz 1| «fb wwre @ W wmeyf @3 (1w ey #irel v otz @3
Agfii=f6 @R Catalogue of the Buddhist Sanskrit MSS in the University Library, Cambridge-4 (No.
Add. 1686, p. 174) Jffe z@R 1 @7 G AIfaF SEfFH FeFfFe ATg IEME @@ AFoNE | o,
C 7% - «@fS Force @t T @Fwige efwEEE g eEfFe qae )  ft W TeETER AN
T ~Afee SgemER 9 G Soi@ @bl SrEfersl | o1 TT Sbds &6 1 @fb Bendall’s
Catalogue (No. 1593, p. 132)-4 Jffe 2@z KMo e @@ @fb A, N @32 Nb-7feF St 1 A @32
C Ton +fare3 ¥ @R T @ ARG AR IR GTS @R AR (@ TR T #M1 T8IS @33 |
B, N 2 - @56 faa e v s ey Mg sasrel @i mits EmEe ageie AwfEe
SEere N 2o @ aEfe s2ae-d0oo &b S s 1 W2 sffafbq feyamaifer s fofq
e foe (ot @b EITEfe agiE siew s (@m eTEe e ARG @ zEEE saws
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TS AR AL 0 A I TRCR | Nb AfASS SN« NG TR 1 Catalogue of Paper
and Palm-leaf MSS in the Durbar Library, Nepal-93 TaSiq 448 200-20Y HeUE "Ié‘lﬂ e AL
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AT A TS R [eav Feaced [Rageer | Fear ke seyeifaver [eE s
TGE o 2wtz at3d oF 3R TR e A e Tve | 4 7S o 2@ ervarae
Tl TR, B w00 W, ¢ qF SO AR IGPT MG, N O R [rErare g W, Ba o
WS ST, S Na I @RI e TG | SRR [T FeA] (FR TS e
ATFA AR A RO REbA I | &F WF 2R FO7E dWaIal QY TRaeesd Il I8
| AMs SEeitsim 4b +fft @32 FEE Nb 97 TORB FERIFIE A TR oF 2@, g 9B 72
e ey 52 [ q@R I Qe agIpl TES Wbl (T M R RIS |
afiiet ot (g @ITHgE TFEETE! M (1 2@TE, ©iF «fbies arge TfesE A I«
AT | A AL T AP ATIBIeTA F7S e v sA0o72 @ @b @i wifere! Aerifers
QAR | T [QEIHE @ ¥ Teye vgag I [Ebs 2o 2, ©rF vyl [
TG @ AT AL FCART FMF | GTOF ANGACOR AW [y *fod JIT AR | [5G Qe
MGAFACT TR =l I3 7, I NGHR *00 IIAFE FATed I AR AL
qiFAmer fRead R | Al Rumd F96@ @4 a0 oEs sreites Resmams i a3
MGRFACTT AT G700 (AEF FoF G2 @NBIFAT A0 AFEy | QDI @< @ 7o
HZ FYAFELN ¥ AT I IS AR | MR =4 (S @t 2o @reivia wf a2 G (s
e (@YGE @S | IGACE AT (1 FPo (e A @A A4 qSIE T @R
MGRFACT T T IF AfOS ALF TR | IGAC FAADE ¥ [Fe@Iaoae T2 aorq
IAR | ~FCHA Al iy Gieigm, mape 2 =& =@, [ MgarEes I3 {77, ¢ 11658 IGE=
TBRA | SRR FAMCT PTale, -

“The Sadhanmala belongs to the Vajrajana proper and throws immense light on the
4

aims, objectives and practices of the people professing this peculiar religion.”

gt fazees et Jue I2EE [APRIied ARey MR (Fd TAWIE Ao AFCS
27| Yws AFAEF 9o W AR RO (FG TMS A,CN 932 Na bfee #fd feqft apae
FIECHA | 7, QIPTg, GAad *fE @32 ALTER FRWIR T AFHHAT AL 2947
QI AR | TR 2 4% & 2R (@R 96 A M | kg gy sraiiag
A GfoR | GFR ARG GiAgE qCFG (9), @IfTg S_CERRreR (8-89), @ifaTg Wl (88-v-8),
@IfeTg FLTIER (be-bb) @3 GINead *fe SR [fey Forema (bd-d0) A4 {8 2@z |
S e AR ABPACET TS MRAWAIR NG| UG 20 THF @3 [T (A0S IGAET Rwes
ARTFFNT FARADE G «F0e GRTR TS | [T ame Feo@iy F9 6w fTon 2wl
il Ol wrorg wwFgsid | @ YEPIA S @bl ©IFre SR b (AP W FCH TOUG
TEre 4 ¢ TYRWIR AT TR, SRR S (T SEbE [A9ed, (REe oF-Ng
THARCT FA-AC N, (@LCd RIS IGUCR SR QR &Py, IGAEH ewesd fFg a3,
A Ted-eq-deiten-yfor, oy amaR dfs IgaeTs afedfe, isteer [oE @@
(REEIR SR S A1 eyl [ B ATt | AmIe ¢l sere o [ frmerafe e
AP o722 JTR IS (A, AR AR TN ATFANES TG, A2 TG FA QR (@ AT
forcafest | ouifd, R e @ @ 43 g, I AESSER A fo/fs ¢ @R o #is T4
Y1 GIewe) ML @1 QIR (@ ST NEL SENLES Fol Aiiz— I (FS GFANE O ¥, S NS
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IR G OICF S A AT FACO AR Al G2 (A S THBCE ore AL, G QIR =G FRA
AN A @ T A1 Tl (7l T (@ g CER Ay A siwfs I, [ e ey @3y
8 TR A e Torema T Rem Boreld I W 1 TGO (59, 58, @I $¥0) €2 FgE
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AR | A- @Sy SifeTi Taced Fwy Aelga Igredl «a2 qFeH! MR AGTF T6ivel | fasiy A
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TV qbe w7y 2@ ORI FoRdaR foafs «xw e &R U Sme FwEy, eE
ST TG G AN T 7T 1 (AFBeET =9 - 5, O GFEO! R, YRGS ©, FTATgI el A=A
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FACR | FoT© I M (A2 TMgF/a G0 SoRge =l I [fbe 2ce i1t |
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