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Keyword Abstract

Women'’s education, In 19th-century Bengal, the seeds of modern women’s education were sown,
20th-century Bengali  though the purpose and methods were fraught with controversy. Most people
‘Bhadramahila’, expressed doubts about the necessity of women's education. Some demanded
Periodicals, separate curricula for men and women, while others opposed higher education
Patriarchal for women. While a few voices rose in protest against this conservative
ideology, Acquisition — mindset, they were a small minority. This debate intensified in the 20th century,
of knowledge, with the number of critics growing, though still unable to silence their
Financial opponents. It was at this time that the ‘Bhadramahila’ entered the discourse.
independence, Through essays in various periodicals, some, either openly or under
Conservatism, pseudonyms, echoed the patriarchal view that education’s sole purpose was to
Controversies. prepare women for a better domestic life. However, not all women’s voices

were so constrained. They challenged the notion that education was merely for
becoming a good wife or mother, instead advocating for education as a means
of acquiring knowledge. Some even argued that it should enable women to
become financially independent. They actively sought out and promoted
institutions where girls could receive a quality education. This essay, by
analyzing the articles written by these ‘Bhadramahila’ in the 20th century,
documents their diverse and evolving thoughts on women’s education.
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“...in India social customs have greatly multiplied the difficulties in the way of female
education. Upon this question opinion is slowly but surely changing, and educated
young men of the middle-classes are beginning to look for literate wives. But so long
as education is practically confined to one sex the social complexion of the country
must react upon and retard political progress; and for this reason we regard the great
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gulf between men and women in respect of education as one of the most serious

problems which has to be faced in India.”**
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