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Abstract

Time is never static—it moves forward like an invisible yet inevitable current
of a river. Upon its surface drift countless rafts: some carrying ancient myths,
others bearing the weight of everyday human life. Literature travels silently
alongside these rafts, reshaping its language, symbols, and sensibilities in
response to the flow of time. While ancient myths staged dramatic
confrontations between gods and humans, life and death, modern literature
turns inward, revealing the slow erosion, fatigue, and persistent struggle for
survival within the human condition. The figure of Behula from the
Manasamangal tradition thus ceases to be merely a mythic heroine; she
emerges as an enduring symbol, continually transformed by time.

Moti Nandi’s Behular Bhela stands as a sensitive and profound
testament to this transformation. Although the mythic journey of Behula and
Lakshindar is not explicitly narrated, their very absence becomes the
narrative’s central force. Through the fractured realities of modern marriage,
the muted barrenness of relationships, economic pressures, and the
monotonous repetitions of daily life, myth reappears in an altered form. In
place of divine intervention, the story foregrounds the relentless pressure of
time—an invisible force that gradually breaks individuals down, yet compels
them to endure. The quotidian details of the narrative—the smell of cooking
meat, the oppressive heat of noon, the darkness of night, the subtle shifts of
light and shadow—function as symbols of human existence. These are no
longer mere settings, they become markers of the burden of living itself. Where
mythic narratives once promised transcendence over death through love and
sacrifice, modern narratives portray survival as an unceasing, almost
mechanical struggle. There is no heroism here, no grandeur—only endurance.
This contemporary Behula does not rescue her husband from death, instead,
she preserves everyday life itself—the household, habit, and the fragile
structure that makes survival possible. Her raft does not move toward
liberation; it merely drifts in rhythm with time. This raft becomes a metaphor
for modern life: continuous, exhausted, yet strangely resistant to collapse.

Thus, Behular Bhela is not merely a short story, it is a philosophical
and cultural journey of literature alongside time. Here, myth is dismantled and
reconstituted with new meanings; modernity questions tradition without
completely severing ties with it. Through this fragile bridge between myth and
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the present, the reader learns how literature, riding the raft of time, confronts
humanity with the truths of its own age.

Discussion
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