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Keyword Abstract

Santal, Indigenous This paper surveys the traditional religious beliefs and current challenges
Religion, Jfaced by the Santal community, one of the oldest and largest indigenous groups
Sarna Dharm, in South Asia. Deeply intertwined with nature, Santal religion emphasises the
Sari Dharam, worship of natural elements and ancestors, with no idol worship or formal
Nature Worship, temples. Key deities like Marang Buru and Jaher Ayo represent the creative
Tribal Culture, and nurturing forces of nature. The paper explores their vibrant festival
Religious Identity, calendar, which is intrinsically linked to agricultural cycles, reflects their
India, Animism, gratitude towards nature. It then delves into the contemporary issues that

Cultural Preservation. impact Santal religious identity, along with the influence of Christianity and
Hinduism, the ongoing demand for 'Sarna Dharm Code' recognition, and the
pressures of urbanisation and modernity. The internal debate between 'Sarna’
and 'Sari' as distinct religious identities is also discussed, highlights the
community's struggle for self-preservation. Finally, the paper proposes
solutions for the constitutional recognition, preservation, and academic study
of Santal religion, advocates for cultural confidence among the youth and legal
protection against religious discrimination.
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“The Santals are non-idol worshipers. They have no temple, no images to stoop to, no

holy books, no official founder of their religion and no regular worship services. Yet
they hold a strong religious faith which is traceable through their festivals, cleansing
ceremonies that are performed at the time of their birth and at death and through the
tradition of their creation narrative.”” (Hembram 34)
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“Sin Bonga da boge bonga le metai kana: angayet ay ayupet ay, seton abon kanai, aree

da abon kana. Uni da herel, ar uni ren ara da ninde chando ar gidre takin da epilko.”
(Horkoren Mare Hapramko, 204)
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“Two of the tallest trees standing side by side are thought to be the abodes of Maran
Buru, the national spirit of the Santals, and of his female consort Jaher Budhi, the old
Lady of the Sacred Grove.” (Culshaw 80)
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