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Abstract

One of the most popular branches of Bengali children’s and young adult
literature is adventure stories. These narratives fall outside the conventional
frameworks of children’s fiction. The moral standards that typically regulate
writing for young readers are often violated in works of this kind. Bengali
adventure stories show a predominance of adolescent male groups. As in
other branches of children’s and young adult literature, girls are more or less
marginalized here as well. In this article, we will primarily seek to explore the
reasons behind such a position or role of girls in adventure narratives. In the
second part of the article, we will focus on Trailokyanath Mukhopadhyay’s
novel ‘Kankabati’ and attempt an alternative reading of it.

In the first half of the essay, our main topics of discussion are —

1. Definition and analysis of the nature of adventure narratives

2. Characteristics of Western adventure narratives

3.The distinctiveness of adventure narratives written in the East, particularly
in the Bengali language

4. Colonial consciousness and adventure narratives

5. Notions of family in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

6.The position of women in the social and cultural spheres in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries

7. The position of girls in adventure narratives

The central focus of the second section of the article is an attempt at a parallel
reading of the conventional interpretation of Trailokyanath Mukhopadhyay’s
novel ‘Kankabati’. In this context, the novel will be analyzed from Kankabati’s
perspective. How the earnest aspirations of nineteenth-century women
developed within Kankabati’s dream world will be presented through
appropriate explanation. It will be established as a substantiated fact that
Kankabati was the first to bring girls to the forefront in Bengali adventure
narratives. The article will thus attempt to demonstrate that the novel
‘Kankabati’ stands as a pathfinder for girls’ adventures in Bengali literature.

Page 394 of 403


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive
https://tirj.org.in/tirj
mailto:editor@tirj.org.in
mailto:sreemoyee18@gmail.com
0009-0002-0352-5235

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 44
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 394 - 403

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Discussion
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Dictionary’-t® ‘Adventure’ *6(F ! T BCACR OITI—

“An adventure is a series of events that you become involved in that are unusual,

exciting and rather dangerous.”
AR, I ST IECH TG GACTA Sw S (FICA FICE AT ATIR 2o PO | ©3 IS FUCA
A [{ofesawe I | ‘Encyclopedia of Adventure Fiction’ - 4% 9N FACAGF Don D'Ammassa
IR -

“An adventure is an event or series of events that happens outside the course of
the protagonist's ordinary life, usually accompanied by danger, often by physical
action. Adventure stories almost always move quickly, and the pace of the plot
is at least as important as characterization, setting and other elements of a

. B
creative work.”
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“If there is one ‘ism’ that governs Indian Society and its institution, it is
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