Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 48
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 429 - 437

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Volume - vi, Issue - i, Published on January issue 2026, Page No. 429 - 437
Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Mail ID: editor@tirj.org.in
(SJIF) Impact Factor 8.111, e ISSN : 2583 — 0848

FAEES (S Aeey & Na ; a5 0 8
i«

AR DS
NES, A el
Email ID: bashabchakraborttyo@gmail.com

0009-0006-3535-3334 Received Date 20. 01. 2026

Selection Date 10. 02. 2026

Keyword Abstract

1970s, This article presents a profound and humane analysis of prison life in West
Hanyaman, Bengal amidst the turbulent political backdrop of the 1970s, viewed through
Prison Life, the lens of Jaya Mitra's autobiographical novel, Hanyaman. Focusing on
Political and Mitra's experiences of incarceration, the essay documents the realistic
Ordinary conditions within the inner precincts of Midnapore, Berhampore, and
Prisoners, Jail Presidency jails, along with the prison codes and administrative
Code, Human mismanagement.

Document, The author does not view prison life merely from the 'elite’ vantage point
Female Inmates. of political prisoners; rather, she integrates herself with ordinary convicts,

murder accused, socially ostracized women, and 'non-criminal lunatics,’
becoming a partner in their joys and sorrows. The article provides a detailed
account of the prison's internal economy (barter system), acute water scarcity,
inadequate medical facilities, and the inhumane conditions of the wards for the
insane.

Special emphasis is placed on how humanity and empathy in Mitra's
writing transcend political ideology. This work is not merely a political
document of a specific era, but a ruthless yet compassionate chronicle of the
lived experiences of women whom society brands as 'criminals' and 'outcasts.’
The article offers a theoretical and factual analysis of how strict prison
discipline, hunger strikes, and the chemistry of interpersonal relationships
among inmates construct a parallel society.
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