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Keyword Abstract

Partition, After the land reforms, the condition of the indigenous landowners of North
land reforms, Bengal became deplorable. The government distributed land to the poor royal
North Bengal, family as well as to the landless people from East Bengal. As a result, many
landlords, landless people found a little shelter to lay their heads on. Many sharecroppers
refugees, or adhiyars thus regained their rights to their land. A mixed language culture

land transfer,
socio-economic
change,

developed through the coexistence of the two races. However, most of the
people who benefited from land acquisition through the land reform program
in North Bengal were displaced landless farmers from East Bengal. They are

cultural now gradually moving up the socio-economic ladder through land acquisition,

change. agricultural skills, and education. On the other hand, the royal landowners
and their successors lost their land, sold it, and moved from the cities of North
Bengal to the villages. Fiction writer Bipul Das has focused on this change in
North Bengal in his novel ‘Saramar Santati’.
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“With the partition of Bengal, there was influx of Huge number of refugees from East

Bengal to the border districts of North Bengal. These people coming from East Bengal
i.e. the Bhatias put tremendous pressure on the land-based rural economy. while major
portion of landed property owned by the rajbanshi jotdars got vestedland the vested
land went to the hands of landless people belonging to both Rajbanshis and non-
Rajbanshis; the Bhatias, by dint of their hard labour, purchased the lands from the

Rajbanshi jotdars, some of whom gradually got impoverished because of their habits.”
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