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Abstract

This paper explores the biographical and philosophical nuances of
Gajendrakumar Mitra’s novel 'Kantaprem' (1984), which reimagines the life
and spiritual evolution of Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu within a modern literary
framework. Born in 1486 in Nabadwip during a period of stifling social
hierarchy and religious orthodoxy, Nimai (Chaitanya) revolutionized Bengali
society by replacing ritualistic dogma with the universal language of Prema
(Divine Love).

The novel centers on the protagonist Vishweswar (a literary reflection
of Chaitanya), depicting his transition from a proud scholar of logic and
grammar to a seeker consumed by the search for God. Mitra skillfully portrays
Vishweswar’s internal conflict: despite his deep knowledge of scriptures, he
feels a void that ritual cannot fill. The narrative highlights the limitations of
the Shanta Rasa (awe-inspired devotion), suggesting that intellectual distance
prevents true union with the Divine.

The crux of the novel lies in the interaction between Vishweswar and
Shyamsundar, a young boy whose selfless, instinctive service transcends
scriptural laws. Through Shyamsundar, the author introduces a form of Manab
Prem (humanistic love) that challenges the vrigidity of asceticism.
Shyamsundar’s rejection of formal initiation in favor of direct, emotional care
serves as a catalyst for Vishweswar’s ultimate realization: God is not found in
the isolation of the forest or the ink of manuscripts, but in the heartbeat of
humanity.

Mitra’s 'Kantaprem' elevates the Pancha Rasa (the five devotional
flavors) of Gaudiya Vaishnavism— Shanta, Dasya, Sakhya, Vatsalya, and
Madhura— by placing human affection at the summit. The novel concludes
that true spirituality lies in ‘Jibe Prem' (love for all living beings). By
deconstructing the ‘Superman’ image of Chaitanya, Mitra presents a relatable
seeker who learns that God arrives in many forms— as a child, a servant, or a
friend and that rejecting human love is equivalent to rejecting the Divine.
Ultimately, the work stands as a timeless testament to the power of love as the
supreme path to liberation.
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