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Abstract

Primitive human societies were primarily dependent on hunting and animal
husbandry, and their consciousness was deeply shaped by fear of natural
forces. Confronted with storms, disasters, and other uncontrollable
phenomena, early humans felt helpless and sought protection by imagining
powers greater than themselves. Over time, various superstitions, rituals, and
practices aimed at appeasing nature became integral to daily life, leading to
the emergence of folk deities.

With the arrival of Muslims in the region, a syncretic culture began to
evolve through the interaction between Islamic traditions and Hindu social
customs. While Hindu society was characterized by Brahmanical dominance
and rigid social stratification, the Sufi pirs emphasized equality, fraternity, and
spiritual devotion. These ideas significantly influenced Hindu society, just as
Hindu cultural practices influenced Muslim rulers. This mutual interaction
fostered a tradition of coexistence and cultural harmony. As a result, folk pirs
and folk deities gradually became comparable in their roles and significance.
In many parts of Rarh Bengal, sacred spaces such as thans, mazars, and
astanas developed around these figures. These sites became shared spaces of
devotion where people from both Hindu and Muslim communities participated
freely. During Hindu festivals, Muslims often observed vows and rituals, while
Hindus similarly engaged in manat practices and supported Muslim religious
activities.

Folk figures such as Khajkhejer, Badar Pir, and Manik Pir exemplify this
religious syncretism. Their myths and significance vary across regions.
Through fieldwork and local studies, this research examines Badar Pir and
Manik Pir as symbolic representations of Hindu—Muslim folk religiosity. The
shrines dedicated to these figures function as spaces where distinctions of
religion and caste dissolve, fostering communal harmony. The rituals, worship
practices, and fairs associated with these folk deities have played a crucial role
in strengthening bonds of mutual respect and coexistence between Hindu and
Muslim communities in Rarh Bengal.
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“Probably, Up to the fourteenth century he (Khidr) was not attributed with all the

identical qualities of Varuna, the Vedic Hindu god of waters. Besides, the Hindus
believe in the sanctity of many rivers of India and in the deities presiding over them.
This belief had undoubtedly contributed something to the conversion of Arabian Khidr
into Varuna of the Indians. This is why we mark Khidr in the subsequent centuries as
one divested of almost all Islamic rather Arabian associations to become an excellent

counterpart of Varuna or any of the water deities of India.””
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or two and the lamp. The festival is celebrated with much magnificence on the last
Thursday of the month of Bhadra (September). A raft is oonstruoted of plantain trees

and bamboos and covered with earth.”*
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