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Abstract

Santali folk culture, rooted in the indigenous wordview off the santals of
eastern and central India, presents a profound and sustainable relationship
between human life and nature. This paper explores the environmental
consciousness embedded in Santali folk traditions, beliefs, rituals, festivals,
oral literature, and customary practices, highlighting their relevance in
contemporary ecological discourse. The Santals perceive nature not marely as
a resource but as a living entity endowed with spiritual significance. Foreste,
rivers, hills, animals, and plants are revered as sacred components off the
cosmic order, governed by ancestral spirits and village deities such as Marang
Buru, Jaher Era.

Through an analysis of folk songs, myths, agricultural rituals, and
seasonal festivals like Sohrai, Baha, karam and Erok Sim, this study
demonstrates how Santali cultural practices promote biodiversity
conservation, sustainable use of natural resources, and ecological balance.
Traditional agricultural systems emphasize coexistence with nature, avoiding
overexploitation and encouraging regenerative practices. Sacred Place (Jaher
Than) function as community-protected ecological zones, ensuring the
preservation off flora and fauna. Folk narratives and proverbs transmit ethical
value of restraint, respect, and responsibility toward the enviroment across
generations.

In the face of modern industrialization, deforestation, mining, and
climate change, Santali folk ecological knowledge offers alternative models of
environmental stewardship grounded in cultural ethics rather than legal
enforcement alone. This paper argues that indigenous knowledge systems such
as Santali folk culture are not archaic but dynamic and essential for
sustainable development. Recognizing and integrating these cultural
perspectives into contemporary environmental policies can contribute
significantly to global conservation efforts.
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By situating Santali folk culture within the broader framework of eco-
criticism and indigenous environmental philosophy, the study underscores the
improtance of cultural diversity in addressing present- day ecological crises.
The research ultimately calls for greater academic attention, documentation,
and policy-level acknowledgment of indigenous environmental wisdom as a
vital resource for humanity’s ecological future.

Discussion

Ot : =iy Teror warifen et et S Koy, I, wERr cfiEe 8 GRERb@Ed Ao
e (IRT Srar w7 Trate 1 O3 (@HTE SRR ANt SR ¢ @Rigied W ks
TS ReEeI eyl 2@ Trte | ORTed Srew @bl ST (oSt Sewmms @eigiors
PO wy G QR TATA T, IR 4¥, NG ¢ HFfo ooy owr | Fgwie @TeAEre eghon
TR WCE HRITEICTA GF SR Zef Sorgiam 36, A Wl AR o[ae J0t el
S |

TGS AACE I, 2T, Tl, 2w-21R} 8 ARARAE GRS &l FE Fg I | ©Ad
g RPgeT TR IR, WA @3, PR @F1 egfe (Rmel eFfed [fen el a1 93 e
& AFOICE AFNoF S PO ¢ AFHFAETS NAOIAA 3 1 &N &, @, P Trgre FCareA-

“@ GOV AT GG 2iFfeq T4 @fiore; 73, I AR Afoce aifsdr
I T T NGO AACE 4 A AIFrod Fe Sfefie e ANEFe
eemfze

ArGeife @R, GTFRAL, &, & TS AT T2 afewsrd ¢l I I 7,
CTIRAIR #1791 G918 BN, TN 2717 JoTo Agh s, FRFIS ¢ AFFoT AMTSTR A7 & T | G374
TICF 2PRo TG, T T2 ¢ F (AT T 41 72 1 G 7Y T8 FCACRA-

“@ FANGOI AN AFTOCE Aol RET FH F G2 TAF O @I et Hizo
FEI

G2 O] TYRE PO TS q FCI O THACTHA T e |

@ARFATTSe AfRTIH-TEweR e e ffze e 92 FifRfce @ A, 39 @ TR
SR FACE (RO (@Y (T S, S e Fod Ty e e e =i | 9 FikfAef cifies
gfetga MY e (A e SRR whE e o SRiFEe qeE W, - ifr@si
FIFAENS W GF LRCTR IPlo (fodel =TT (olte, Al foifre wige wiee? sifsea= Aerweelq =2
s @

o3 JeIl TR, el @FAFfS (7@ eFlos dfoy 7w, I @36 Piere “ifw 7|
TOT AT BT Jool G2 TIPSR ¢ FFroS STIFNTN TOfE AP | G IIA=4cq A gwife]
Eeegion [fon SAMITTR T R ¢ oFfo-THd QReTS RaEd F™ 4707 (163l T |

FGONT TG @ PSS : TGS TACETT GG AFoR A SO FFIS | I, “IG, Tl
¢ | - ¥ 2ipfes TAmmelid sire weHife, iegfe ¢ ¢Jr feic 11 fefe 1 sHewrEmme W, -

“oPpie T 7Y, I &fefs SomItaa e o A a7 Tfgfe R 17

Page 849 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

@B FRARIE N QI g I @ dFFeq ORI T R | el qHReT TR @ =
TS (AT |
“fefi? fEFel ¢ e e T R wffers | Irghm s RRef wifibfe wites
aF SeoEma Fte RO wwgsd, TR FwE, T, Totel Ay 8 FRIw
SRR 9, SNE T o | TR ¢ Tres e (el AR, IR ST FACE
A1, QI A Yol (e e e gt R '

BIZ TN I, STOIPTS!, MR ArGeeTal AT AT (BB ¢ |
@2 T (T2 AN G 2PFTS (RTINS IR T | TR0 Mg F161, ST
% Toj! fFe T ae AE ey 2T sty 23

“QN IS FACET By ANGE *12 T, (ROIMI (@Y T APIE - @2 OI[e OId
T O FE I 17

T 4N e @6 *ferat wifers faae g «ifaes 2wz

iy A o, Aeervra 92 qiEetne GFR SRR 9T Al w91
| Ol APRSCT (oI IB 7, Ia2 STRITFIC ol RETI (e | IO {0y T4 AR 37256 rerareg
2R, O AGSE FACEH Fo-(FEF QR SN & FrFam 2o AT | eFfer dfs wai
e g™ @ 9w «Tw feger 9, 392 2R AT FIEFT NN - NGO ANG O TS
TR |

WA A 8 @ I : oo e <7 ¢ ANGT G ‘Tied A 9F [{ew vy sAfqa
I | 2lfsfl g i, FYRTS AT AT SAFS ©3 TR A AFSTF qI0 ARHF© ey,
@A (@S A2 61, *f¢ Tejl 623 FRFIS TR Fivm | Agommms rght g, a2 B A
MROAR] @ 75O ] T SO | “HICTR [ WS -

e TS QA AT AYETS IFfos T I T MART TREE B+r® 27,
@A MO TNCRF A 8 A @ol1-F g gt w1 2917

e PR ¢ 47 Feagiens N G I =or e R |

A [ReeieTa gigeed (e [l Fae wiRd AN ARG ITehiE @G TP Tnrrad
fee «@ A Wi AfaeifeeE @9 TG AT & Protected Area, Wildlife
Sanctuary 1 Community Conserved Area-d S I, (T AGOR TG IR W72 AN Jfe-
Tt MG G1R A+ BT FCAR |

“TIHF oTefoe @ Tl @ Sivd R @ FERT (@, OIred I8 WA TS
i fYPTE 92T @ 9 8 TGRS T IR 1™

wited Aefice T2 f7e Tfew, 834 e, #AfR, 77l ¢ Fiooren - B @i | w==ee=
IS 78 2@ (IS TIRA A ARHR 9Ff6 GRIAbard @l Rend 16 I |

“sifgraifan AbE @7 SEY IR (@, 92 @R AR@ I ol IR AREeR
SR IS A @S Y A w177

Page 850 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

ShGer e EMRF A SYN@ AT FATHET B W, 92 @G AWiGd gwye AFfow
APEAT F® 1 AT TR, 7@ ¢ AET e a2 cwae a2 e ol Seifdsin | a3 T
AT FTT (FINS AT W2 7 T, 9 AT ASFIA (0T FIICNG NN FIEFS 27 | I3
G ey s (G128 THEAT (AR It ASIFOIR AN |

FFSEAME TIRF FA & FF @, -

“SRRT AMCEH @2re &9 (Traditional Ecological Knowledge) Sigfa<s ifaca=i
AT G (e Tt F 9% 17

IR TSN AT LB (@FAG GOl e @R 2 Il Fearwel Jafe @ma & @3 (o
wFgsl PR BT |

CTIPOLIR @ QO ; AN GoIfe] e FFCRE Yoo Fafefer Gaam ¢ egfon 7w weraroeia
Tie | 2Fhe, IPEF TR NAGRER AT7RE TF 3 ToRe® W W =gem g 7
ANGORTR FIR T (FIET e T 3, T2 eiFfod dfe Fogre!, (o dfe ¥l gz ANEs
VIR SO W | AR #/79, FRAR A9, T G G918 B~ 92 wfet 4w T Ffgeife Qe
Ahrr eFgsd el fifes w0

T Agre AAfeTe IR AR A FTA-AOF T eFfoq TG ASF | *I1e, T @
G TSI, T FIOR A A Q2 T fifere 21 AlgoR g SR, Tg Tol-7irel, Fe
CPIBI TR (ST I | B &S TR -4 AA 1Y T e Mex &Ffe el wiezs @=i-
F T TP 41 7 1 U TIARA NGO WA AFFoF WA FA SR QR A ICH ( AEF G
o3feq ToR froaia |

T RS * @I AT PN @ I (I 8 *PY T @I o7 AlfeTe 2 72AIR 7R/,
[ TR TRAME TS T B 1 43 T FARA IO AR Aoy Tvied 1 pzeifers
e RO JE S, AL, T, M @R & Fh1 =, FIE FRIE “fed gl To5s
TGS | TG I TSNS T 7 T (1ol Tl I ffam - @B R W Heq© ¢ Fogrer
o el 27 |

S @8 T 251 991 T, A g PRI b1 feae IR 1 @B TN SIS S TR
! (ST IR A 1 R (T T SICT T G AFhed gl 7 Wt 1 Gff Aeelime ofwme
5@l ¢ #ifaa™l oo A6y 1 GT A TR W AECIR ~F e Argoife] Fe epfon
2ifS MG, Goa @3 (AfeT TEIY T ¢ 1 TRl frm o @ WIe agfer afyfs 77, e
TR A 1 YT ARE AFHR (@FHADG MGl FIFEIR 8 ¥g ST ofed G orens
OfE TS |

A, IR (W), FIRM @ & sAfieive ; Sewif @ FAifze SRR e Ak coae
a5 e Mg A1 EFAA, EIFA, T 8 AW AFFe @A TP 77, IR ARG
T2HA @ (fed NS ReTE 4fge | a9, Tal, IR, ow-AfE FF IR T QA AiTS
frsaeTer fofars ffife | ve Favm fg-a o -

“STE ABI AFE, AP AF CIFE6 (O fw Fice Bzl & @@ e 17

Page 851 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

wefie Algeifer R SRR =M@, I Mted 7 @ [RAR 770 =5 =i o2 @12 siwefas Jifow qei
1 NP | G (FFANASFICS Aghas, FRAITG @ ING AW T AT NG AP QRALIACE
T *fe f2eTe Bies w1 2wz =19 b9 AR TS, -

“Sger ANCE eFfed afs wa «F ABF ¢ FANced N WA ANGS Hewor
T TS B | T G AT FeTwed OF Tefze e 92 weg 7

EFFAT O3 AT A LT € (feF T &S F(F | I8 FIRCe 7 T, I THG,
A R A BT TCO! FHFIEH T ATPTHACE G, (@9 I ANGS [ @ =iet | 91 iR
TrEeS IS [N 2Ee aFe-TF of Afarirs AfeFor e a1 31, e, 3 Twe Fearen
@, -

IS ¢ AFhoRS el ANGSfe] FIFFAR MYEF W faees 9af driwa
Ao I9T RO Fe 6 17

97 M PR @77 Y9G T, I FRECH e Afelde 27

TR Ao e w25 Tl wrfee @Iy el | fegfe, Jeaw ¢ e
wfefie (ol [Ed NAeR Aol oqim 7R afewhe 1 @7 oM eered [T
T5R-RfY e F6 TR 932 AFFeF TR (GI912 IAIE (Ao FoT! fsfite serret zrawz |
g A 7o (e aB ETee @i [edFed wieoRsd, T qre TR ¢ FTHIR W
SRR 935 g v fafze qwce

TG Al A, Aol @IFE, @IFFA 8 2Rk «Ff Piees AwaR Afca taferos
TS, I TF 8 AFFOF 7o CRIFEITETE 3, IR FTRITETHENP | G (PR #Ifc! Fezeeas
CFG (TIR @B g TR TS G2 TS ARG g i emie e |

T e 8 GFR QI : Ao TP I IIF TTo epfefier, YA ¢ GFR
Gt evia elfefpe | wigfae Fgfefer Ffam fdice sger $f smfe sfire Sy, wifas
TREforel G2 ANCRIM TLAWVE FHAOET &Fg (M7 | U2 FA I BYA@ AW SAMTIR T 7,
TR GG AN G I |

ANFSETH FLFNS GFFAE B 2GS T2 Tofel “I@fs qPpiaet I | 4w, T, Foe], o 8
fafen =eomafe e SNt AHF@m A o0 B T4l 71 «@F T Wivw fPeT qoy A @3 @l
(AP S g B |

“*FQ bW AR SEY FEACRA (@, FGoEr Fce T dfva HAfRTe Fser
a»am %W |n>8

IR AR 8 FGAEH RS Aol AFhoF THH @ CAIRF, A6l 2ol G T&_ I8
IR T | R L& Amt Afow FeIT S0l T T @R @IS T STy TR | Wigfe
G2 IR QR A G2 ~@fs o Ay AQCE, e FesH Fus @ft Ig ot 4@ Abfere |

St wwEesd e 201 wiee e orean g2 SAheeral $ g Wve T ofew a
sfee 4l 27, Tte T oF FeiT e ¢ <% 2@ Fa< I 2@ 1 Nirmal Kumar Bose-43 TS, -

“q8 sffew wfv 777 AgorEmrn e JAveTe afo 8 fomef 17

Page 852 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

ITE W JIRAEE ANGOTA FZA | Sl e, Teiel ¢ §3fy Tfegn ey Fecere I
@ fegl w31 fAfiE g @ Tifer e e e s7>m wiRe fafEe 23, A aipfos sFe
fafoe w01 92 yidel eyl Jeramt Tifew e ANeHi |

Ao FR ¢ QRN AR (ieTe (A8 2o AR fofes 371 1 e @1, Fo7
(B! At 7R fsfiee Seet FIee AFifas TRE@ifel (e I 1 97 T ANES e I AR G FHwmR
T T P |

ARFOIR =0 IR, FeoHma FH I3 90 AFfeFoir G373, AfaFe T fefes
@I SR AH TCTe | TSN GTY A6 8 AR RO (2D 93 A W] T 2o
AL

YT IO ¢ @ITw G e A, MERE ¢ FemeT [ T AleeE wygEe
ST SARITTHTE AE T S SFI G AR | TN @A, B wfgazd ¢ Aipfes =ma
Sfofee (IR 0o @8 TR0 ARCHITS SRS (0% #I00R | T A0 0ot (K908 R 2TeR FAGore
TG G S 8 TS, T Jo© 4Foq 7N TR WY Sfesre! (F N Suofe | Ager
TS I 8 YT A TEF 77 fewl Al fFoqer |

AT Y S IR (@ FNGOAME IR I (FI QPR TA 7, FAL Aferd
8 iy GReE &g 17

a2 7iES oIE T AW (O ¢ TR (ool T QrEied, A Wy AR S_aR e
TSI eyl |

o8 Wy Tm AfiTea 93 @G SR @IE Fphe @121 A ¢ g et T =
TEIT 29X FeoEme dfegrre il @2 2R | I7Y MR @ SN ZRIER 0 Aot NGO ma
Aifes o ¢ GRS ge [KEffed <t a7 a7 T TS Aeghos [ivzre! ¢ wikare! I coftarz |
TIPS \Q AR LR T3 AR T o 8 INeias AN 2 ba 9 e |
fofq =Bend @MReeT @ AGEEE T I AR @fsgyare @i ¢ 2fE@RIFT T
Tl A I FerFefl (ATF Tee IR | ©F TS, -

“9% T afe #Afe | it SRt Tegfon sfewtes W e

T GANE AT 7eFB - Ty “Afaed, I 1w ¢ Ftlve g - @eifE fhsemma
@G & e il firte #iw | Redas @ied A qRet s SR 3 Wi o
TR e e, @I [Me Ieice @ e ifvs T4 791 12 397 YT 7w Fifex @
IR EARFITS FH7 |

T AR, S A Es ORIRER @9 afEed T WA T8 (@eeed 3
i sfesrens ey w TTee « b TRRE ¢ G2 g =12 ffid v ol

TopeR ; e (RgRere Ao «3fs Torge TR eI T Tute, A 4TI AF
AT 4R ANIES @braet, KT @ SbR-SRIeTs 4 fiea 27ifEe 2rwe | «3 ARea @me ffe
e 1 S ST T TR 77, 392 @ff FRCTH IV ARG T €I 9F AFFeF T
OISR | J4, ARG, T, oAl 93 Tfem - FRTRe TR v @ e gzl FAE w1
AGOTT IS AFM© @ T N G O (OB T/F FIoi TR |

Page 853 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Ao FATE ePfe @ T 77, IR WIYF ¢ AF o el | ITYN ©re FIez G,
Y ¢ 4R AR@eR (T | 9% IR 9ACel Seufs aidqr, [us g 2ot #FE T 3490, T aeifkg
1 AR L - G @R AR AT TG 0 RETIE IS R | @2 efPpfod Tofg gy
R NPl S7Fs, T2 oo T TRAIEH T2 ARGCTR ol (e 27|

Ahewlfe @FACE R AN, T, TR ¢ RS ATl o e fReTeng «ar
Fefefes Teara FRbta At Tl TS, Il WA AFiod 77w (N 5e10e (1917 1 eipfen sifaeta
A NTRGRER TAE T (16T 92 alf @ AR Sy T 2SR | @FFAN A
@4l IR, Ffoq o Face o afefa wf @R - «3 tafos Fre TecE ARTTIRIFT bR To
BISHA [N

IO 0y Al L6, Ty S ¢ AlFfed Fme wlofie R (@ TR o
791 (B, O (TG Ageife] (Pegion @8 SR RTIFei a1 38 ReT Reav s,
G Aol e dFfors wem ¢ wfeereed Wi ez @8 sk s e oFa 9
TGE 8 G2 g 2AF STET @3 |

@ AR TP I AR, el @ evegien ool (9w welted dfory 73,
TR T @ STod Tl O @ e Tt | 3 @ e Wy AR ¢ (GRS
SIAR A FENA G FACS THA | 2PReF A AR, ANMNS (O Q3 (fed wREmeR (@
Aheelfe FLFhe eme T, ©f Aeed [0y TG T AL I A |

o3, AT TR ACEATAR (@7 o4& A W2 I TR 97 1 7, @FFfeR
GRS FE @Y (e TP | eI e N MR I (77 (F AFhoa Foet AT 73, I1¢
A 8 FRRFCAT #12 AqaTereid TNg ofye [Afge | q3 Toef Iaai-as AR SAEmacs
@3B T ¢ e sifssifor Soare wea |

Reference:
>. Singh, K. S. The Santals. Oxford University Press 1993, P. 112
2. Murmu Soma. Santali Lok Sanskriti : Parampara O Paribesh Chetana. Paschimbanga Adivasi
sahitya Academy, 2011, P. 56
9, Bodding, P.O. The Santal Religion, Calcutta; Asiatic Society. 1929, P. 15
8. Elwin, Verrier The Religion of an Indian Tribe Bombay; Oxford University Press, 1955, P.
67
€. ST, 4, SRR TS ¢ Feghs, Faol, erafiie *=™fem, o, s00
Y. Gadgil, M. & Guha, R. This Fissured Land : An Ecological History of India, Oxford
University Press, 1992, P. 102-105
4. Guha, R. Environmentalism. A Global History, Oxford University press, 2000, P. 67-69
b, T, o9, 57, el e ¢ Aeghe, Fererel; (e AR, 200, 7. 8¢-8br
S. (FTAFC, e, 8, The Santals: Studies in Their Culture and Religion, 2" Edition, Calcutta;
Firma KLM, 1986, P. 118-121
Y0. Roy, S.C. The Santals, Calcutta; Bengal Secretariat press, 1912, P. 215
5. Bodding, P. O. Traditions and Institutions of the Santals, Oslo; Jacob Dybwad, P. 87
3. Roy, S. C. The Mundas and Their Country. Calcutta; Asia Publishing House, 1912, P. 87

Page 854 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 99
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 848 - 855

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

59, Bose, N. K. The Hindu Method of Tribal Absorption. Calcutta; Science and Culture, 1941,
P. 132

58, JAY, AR, AGOH ANG @ FeFhs, IerFrel, *F6a% I GFCTH, 2053, 7. 8Y
3¢, (]!, TSI, SR ST, FFel; (& {[feif*ie, 009, 7. bo

S, YR, ACTR, TR I FTOIG B, Forol; Sifs K=, 00br, 7. 8¢

9. B3 By, Ib@, (A6 Oifd M, Fesif Afzey ofwm, =5, 2008, 7. &

Page 855 of 855


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

