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Abstract

In the early stages of human civilization, nature was the sole source of human
life sustaining. Humans were completely dependent on nature for food, water
and shelter. According to French Philosopher Rousseau, in this state of nature,
people lived a simple, uncomplicated and free from all forms of discrimination.
In the thoughts of Indian poet and philosopher Rabindranath Tagore, it was in
this forest centric life that humans found solidaric with nature and attained a
greater philosophy of life, self-realization was possible and able to achieve
self-realization and develop spiritual consciousness. But with the development
of urban centric civilization, people are becoming distant from contact with
nature.

With the development of modern civilization, art, literature, science and
technology have gradually improved. In the wake of modernity people have
moved away from their simple, free, and natural lives, have gradually become
hypocritical, cowardly, cruel, lazy, selfish, jealous, showy and mechanical in
nature. The natural environment is gradually being damaged by human
activities. These negative aspects of modern civilization did not escape the
attention of Rousseau and Rabindranath. These two great philosophers
presented their thoughts influenced by their contemporary situations and
events. They both recommended nature centric education systems in the
context of the need to understand the importance of nature and the environment
in human lives. They believe that this will help future generations grow up to
be responsible compassionate and environmentally conscious citizens.

Developing human qualities in people will reduce the discriminatory
mentality in society regarding rich-poor, high-low etc. In this way, the negative
effects of modern civilization will be reduced and above all the overall
development of people will be possible.
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“Let us conclude then, that man in a state of nature, wandering up and down the forests,

without industry, without speech and without home, an equal stranger to all ties.”
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“It was iron and corn, which first civilized man and ruined hurnanity.”i
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“The problem is to find a form of association which will defend and protect with the
whole common force the person and goods of each associate, and in which each, while
uniting himself with all, may still obey himself alone and remain as free as before.”®
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“The arts, literature and the sciences, less despotic though perhaps more powerful, fling

garlands of flowers over the chains which weigh them down. They stifle in men's

breasts that sense of original liberty, [and] cause them to love their own slavery.”*
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“Astronomy was born of superstition; Eloquence of ambition, hatred flattery, lying;

Geometry of avarice, physics of a vain curiosity, all of them even Ethics, of human
pride, The sciences and the Arts thus own their birth to our vices, we should be less in

doubt regarding their advantages if they owned it to our virtues.”
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“The Ancient political thinkers forever spoke of moral and virtue; our speak only the
1199

commerce and of money... a man is worth to the state only what he consumes in it.
TABAILE T A YT FHOFOT T BIfEnl T G Fawora 32 e 1 @ 7gore vifzmt
s7l ReeTe Qi Fee 77 A 1 fofy e —

“oIfs AT (F @S G FE-IHANT (FIAIR AT (F2 1 N I, S AR

g o AN @3; ROgF @A 0 G AW G 71 AR @A TOR @I Lol

2 ©IF TR, ... 92 TOIRE M(F SoAFACIT W20 WA FA-[07T; QLI ©F A=

GBI (T AT AT, ACF OTR; AR IR ©FF Foie "

Page 1001 of 1005


https://tirj.org.in/tirj
https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

Trisangam International Refereed Journal (TIRJ)

OPEN ACCESS A Double-Blind Peer Reviewed Research Journal on Language, Literature & Culture
Volume - vi, Issue — i, January 2026, TIRJ/ January 2026/article - 119
IF 8.111 Website: https://tirj.org.in/tirj, Page No. 998 - 1005

Published issue link: https://tirj.org.in/tirj/issue/archive

TN TR (qRIfeE AREET o=l Fgrs@s waife 2eae Ieu TWEd Weol AR 73,
for SRercTa ool el 49 @61 A =@t 1 e fof wigfe Afcamiors et s v
FAEef el ffee a1 Faes 1 it @Aite Swe @ @ @y Terer [ww ¢ fige
wfeafge R Tt @ @uw argfes sremg [iFe 2z coxfq agpfon e TeEe 7oy 2
TR A [T AR SweEE 96 AR ¢ *feE ANCETn o e T—

“Everything is good as it comes from the hands of the Author of Nature; but everything

degenerates in the hand of man.””°
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“In the natural order, men are all equal and their common calling is that of manhood,

so that a well-educated man cannot fail to do well in that calling and those related to
[T e
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“This education comes to us from nature... The inner growth of our organs and faculties

is the education of nature, the use we learn to make of this growth is the education of

. . . . . . NV
men, what we gain by our experience of our surroundings is the education of things.”
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