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Abstract

Anthropologists usually categorize the study of clothing under the umbrella of
material culture. Although clothing, being a mere tangible and social thing,
can be read as a silent language or a behavior. Clothing not only beautifies
one’s body but also depicts the identity and plays a vital role in the wearer’s
performance in everyday activities. In a different sense clothing can also be
considered as an entity which is entangled with the concept of appearance and
self-representation. It not only depicts the social positionality or the politics
behind putting on a particular attire but also reflects the inner-self of the
wearer. Clothes can be considered as the disguise in which we dissolve, the
camouflage that allows us to keep something of ourselves in reserve. Therefore
clothing can be seen or analysed from different perspectives and theoretical
frameworks. Clothing or dress can also be considered as an index of racial,
class, caste and gender discrimination. Therefore the purpose of this paper is
to explore how dress can be considered as a tool to read gender in terms of
social class. With the advent of British rule in India, especially in Bengal the
introduction of English education and new bourgeois economy gave rise to the
middle-class in colonial times. This introduction of English education not only
refashioned the minds of the Indians with the tool of bookish knowledge but
also reformed their social lifestyles. Thus the middle-class men also started
reforming the antahpur (the inner quartets of their houses) with the tool of
education. But in case of women’s education their pre-colonial ‘immodest’
dress has become social a constraint. Therefore their dress has been reformed
drastically. Bengali periodicals, journals, manuals of late-nineteenth and
twentieth century were replete with debates and instructions of dresses for the
middle-class genteel women. But these instructions on dress not only
constructed them as reformed, modest wives but also snatched away their
agency on their choices of clothing. Therefore this paper aims to explore how
dress can be considered as a tool which can control women’s body and
sexuality and can make us think of the idea of agency in a different way.
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Discussion
FEV O 2T TEHICT TA-ARR BT TR Aoy< & JoTo SRAWTTETF | Q7o Geie SiF ‘The
Women’s movement and women’s employment in nineteenth century Britain’ - &3 Gf~C=H, -
“the economic base of most households in Britain was some form of family
economy... And women were contributors to the family income in the way
considered appropriate to their class or situation” (Jordan, 12)
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CF | FER Fod/ A THAGF*A PR Al 2T FIOGE G20 IR I | (N1 Sfeare o7
‘Empire and the Invention of a New Feminity’ - (3 SRS, -
“in the nineteenth century, in principle, men worked outside the home for wages
and conducted political activities in the new public sphere, while women devoted
their lives to family and household. At this time the economic man and domestic
women were born alongside the supposed separation of the private and public.”*
(Waligora, 7)
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